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BOOK VI. 

TRANSACTIONS IN A SECOND EXPEDITION TO 
THE NORTH, BY THE WAY OF KAMTSCHATKA, 
AND IN RETURNING HOME, BY THE WAY OK 
CANTON, AND THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


CHAP. III. 


TranfaBions at Petropaulowjka—Ahmdant Supply 
Fijh—Death of the Carpenter’s Mate-fThe 
Ruffian Hofpit dput under the Care of our Surgeons 
—Supply of Rye Flour—Celebration of his Majefly’s 
Birth-Day—Twenty Head of Cattle fent us — Dif~ 
ficnlties in failing out of the Bay—Ruins of large 
Villages — Eruption of a Vilcano—Appearance of 
the Country—Chepoonjkoi Nofs— Kronotjkoi Nofs 
—Kamtjchatjkoi Nofs—Account of the ArBic 
Gull—Olutorjkoi Nofs—St. Thadeus’s Nofs-Tfehu- 
kotfkoi Nofs—Ifle of St. Laurence—The Eajl Cape 
of Afia deferibed--Sight of the t'lpo Coafts of Afia and 
America at the fame Infant—ObfruBions from the 
Ice—Some Sea-Horfes killed—Fruitlefs Attempts to 
difeover a Pajfage on the American Side—Captain 
Clerke’s future Defgns. 


T he preceding chapter having terminated 
with a narrative of the return of our party 
from Bolcheretik, and of the departure of Major 
VoL. IV.—N° 19. B Behm, 



■i, voyagS to the 

Behmj who had accottipanied them to our (hips; 
we (hall now recount the tranfaftions which paffed 
at Petropaulowlka during their abfence. 

Gn the 7th of May, not long after they had 
Quitted the bay of Awatlka, a great piece of ictf 
drove againft the Refolution, and brought home 
the fmall bower anchor; in confequence of which 
the other anchor was weighed, and the (hip was 
tftobred again, 't’he carpenters, who were occupi¬ 
ed in flopping the leak, were under the neceflity 
of taking off great part of the (heathing from the 
bows; and many of the trunnels were found to 
be fo loofe and rotten, that they were drawn out 
talify With the fingers. On Tuefday the nth, 
heavy gales blew from the north-eaft, which 
obliged both oiir veffels to ftrike their yards and 
top-mafts; but the weather becoming more mo¬ 
derate in the afternoom and the ice having drifted 
away as far as the mouth of the harbour of Pe- 
tropaulow&a, we vvarped clofe to the (hOre for the 
greater convenience of procuring Wood and water, 
and again moored, as before ; the mouth of the 
bay (hut in by the mofl foutherly point of Ra- 
kOwina harbour, bearing fouth, and the town 
hOith half Weft, at the diftance of half a mile. 

G^n the i e'th, a party was detached On (hor'e to 
cut wood, but made little progrefs in that fer- 
VfCe, On account of the fnow, which ftill covered 
the ground. A convenient fpot, abreaft of the 
ff)lps. Was cleared, where there Was a gOod run 

of 
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of water ; and a tent being pitched for the cooper, 
our empty cafks were landed, and the fail-makers 
fent alhore. 

On Saturday the 15th, as the beach was thea 
clear of ice, a party was fent to haul the feine, 
and caught a plentiful fupply of fine flat filh for 
the companies of both (hips. From this time, 
indeed, till we quitted the harbour, we were even 
overpowered with the great quantities of filh 
which caitje in from every quarter. The Toions, 
both of this town, and of Paratounca, a neigh¬ 
bouring village, had received orders from Major 
Behm to employ, in our fervice, all theKamtlcha- 
dales; fo that it frequently happened, that we 
could not take into the Ihips the prefents which 
were fent us. They generally confifted of her¬ 
rings, trout, flat filh, and cod. The former, which 
were in their higheft perfedlion, and of a deli¬ 
cious flavour, were in extreme plenty in his bay. 
The people of the Difcovery, at one time fur- 
rounded fuch an amazing quantity in their feine, 
that they were obliged to throw our a veiy con- 
fiderable number, left the net Ihould be broken 
to pieces ; and the cargo they landed was ftill fo 
abundant, that, befides having a fuificient ftock 
for immediate ufe, they filled as many calks as 
they could conveniently fpare for faking; and, 
after fending onboard the Refolutiona tolerable 
quantity for the fame puapofe, they left behind 
feyeral bulhels upon the beach. 

B z the 
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The ice and fnow now began rapidly to difap- 
pear, and plenty of nettle-tops, celery, and wild 
garlick were gathered for the ufe of the crews ; 
which being boiled with portable foup and wheat, 
furniflied them with an excellent and falutary 
breakfafl ;; and with this they were every morn¬ 
ing fupplied. The birch-trees were alfo tapped, 
and the fweet juice, of which they produced great 
quantities, was conftantly mixed with the brandy 
allowed to the men. * 

On the 16th, afmall bullock was killed, which 
the ferjeant had procured for the (hips’ compa¬ 
nies. Its weight was two hundred and feventy- 
two pounds. It was ferved out to both the 
crews for their Sunday’s dinner, and was the firft 
frelh beef which they had tailed fince the depar¬ 
ture of our veflTels from the Cape of Good Hope 
in December 1776; a period ofalmoft two years 
and a half. 

John Macintofh, the carpenter’s mate, expired 
this evening, after having been afflifled with a 
dyfentery ever fince we had left the Sandwich 
Ides. He was a peaceable and induftrious man, 
and greatly regretted by his mefs-mates. Though 
he was the fourth perfon that we had loft by fick- 
nefs during our voyage, he was the fir(l who, 
from hh age and conftitution, could be faid to 
have had, on our fetting out, an equal chance of 
life w-ith the reft of his companions. Watman 
was fuppofed by us to be about fixty years old ; 

and 
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and Roberts, and Mr. Anderfon from the decline 
which had manifeftly commenced before our de¬ 
parture from England, moft probably could not, 
under any circumftances, have lived to a later pe¬ 
riod than they did. 

Captain Clerke’s health continuing daily to de¬ 
cline, notwithftanding the falutary change of diet 
which Kamtfchatka afforded him, the priefi of Pa- 
ratounca, as foon as he was informed of the weak 
ftate he was in, fupplicd him every day with milk, 
bread, fowls, and frefb butter, though his habi¬ 
tation was fixteen miles from the harbour where 
our fhips were ftationed. 

The Ruffian hofpital, near the town of St. Pe¬ 
ter and St. Paul, waS, at our firft arrival, in a 
very deplorable ftate. All the foldiers were in a 
greater or leffer degree, afflidted with the fcurvy, 
many being in the laft ftage of that dif(»rder. The 
reft of the Ruffian inhabitants were likewife in a 
fimilar condition ; and we obferved, that our 
friend the ferjeant, by drinking too freely of the 
fpirits he had received from us, had brought on 
himfelf, in the courfe of a few days, feveral of 
the moft alarming fymptoms of that difeafe. Cap¬ 
tain Clerkc, defirous of relieving them from this 
lamentable ftate, put them all under the care of 
our furgeons, and gave orders, that a fupply of 
four krout, and malt, for W'ort, fhould be fur- 
nifhed for their ufe. A furprifing alteration foon 
took place in the figures of moft of them ; and 

B 3 their 
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their fpeedyrecovery was chiefly attirbuted to the 
efFefts of the fweet wort. 

On Tuefday the firft of June, two hundred and 
fifty poods or ninethoufand pounds weight of rye 
flour, were brought on board the Refolution; 
and the Difcovery received a proportional quan¬ 
tity. We were fupplied with this flour from the 
ftores of Petropaulowfka. The men were now 
put on their full allowance of bread, which, from 
the time of our leaving the Cape of Good Hope, 
they had not been indulged in. The fame day, 
we completed our flock of water, lixty-five tons 
having been conveyed on board. 

We had frefli breezes, and heavy rains, on the 
4th of June, fo that we were difappointed in our 
defign of drelTingthe Ihips, and obliged to content 
ourfelves with firing one and twenty guns, in ho¬ 
nour of his Majefty’s birth-day, and celebrating 
it, in other refpeds, in the befl manner we could. 
Port, who on accout of his fkill in languages, 
was left with us, partook, as well as the ferjeants 
(in the capacity of commandant of the place)of 
the entertainment of the day. The worthy prieft 
of Paratounca, having been informed that it was 
the anniverfary of our fovereign’s birth-day, gave 
likewife a fumptuous feafl, at which feveral of our 
gentlemen were prefent, who were highly pleafcd 
withtheirentertainment,ofwlucbdancingformed 
apart. 
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On Sunday the 6th, twenty head of cattle ar¬ 
rived, having been fent us, by the diredlions of 
the commander, from the Verchnei oflrog, which 
(lands on the river Kamifchatka, at the diftancc 
of almoft a hundred miles from this place. Thafe 
cattle were of a moderate fize ; and though the 
Kamtfchadales had been feventeen days in 
driving them down to the harbour, were in good 
condition when they arrived. The four fucceed- 
ing days were ernployed in making preparations: 
for putting to fea; and, on Friday the iith, 
about two o’clock in the morning, we began to 
pnmoor. Before, however, we had got up one 
anchor, fo violent a gale fprung op front the 
north-eall, that we thought proper to moor again, 
fuppofing, from the pofition of the entrance of 
the bay, that the current of wind would, in a}l 
probability, fet up the channel. The pinnace 
was difpatehed to examine tlie paffage, and re¬ 
turned with intelligence, that the wind blew 
violently frpm the foutlt-eaft, tvitli a great fwell, 
fetting into the bay ; fo that any attempt tp get 
opt to fea would have been attended whh epn- 
fiderable rifque. 

Port now took his leave of us, carrying with him 
the box containing the journals of our voyage, 
which lyi^pr Eehm was to take charge of, and 
the packet that was to be forwarded by exprefs. 
Pn cjhe 12th, the gale having abated, we began 
unnapprjng a|ain i after haying broken the 

B 4 melTenger, 
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meffenger, and reeved a running purchafe witls 
a fix inch hawfer, which likewife broke three 
times, we were, at laft, under the neceflity of 
heaving a ftrain at low water, and waiting for 
the flowing of the tide to raife the anchor. This 
meafure fucceeded, though not withoxit damaging 
the cable. About three o’clock in the afternoon, 
the beft bower was weighed, and we fet fail; but, 
at eight, the tide making againft us, and t^c 
wind being inconfiderable, we anchored again 
in ten fathoms water, off the mouth of Rako- 
wina harbour ; the oftrog being at the diftance of 
between two and three miles, bearing north by 
caft half eafl: j the elevated rock, on the weftern 
iide of thepafiage, bearing fouth ; and the needle 
rocks, on the eaftern fide of the paflage, fouth- 
fouth-eafl; half caft. 

The next morning, at four o’clock, we got 
under way with the tide of ebb; and, as there 
was a perfedl calm, the boats were difpatchod 
a-head for the purpofe of towing the fhips. About 
ten, a fouth-eafterly wind fpringing up, and the 
tide having turned, we were obliged to let go 
our anchors again, in feven fathoms; the ojlrog 
bearing north half eaft, at the diftance of a mile 
from the land that was neareft to us; and the 
three needle rocks being in the direftion of fouth 
half eaft. 

Captain Gore and Lieutenant King landed, in 
afternoon on the eaft fide of the paflage, 

where 
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where they obferved, in two different places, the 
remains of fpacious villages; and, on the fide of 
a hill, they faw an old ruined parapet, with four 
or five embrafures. It had guns mounted on it 
in Beering’s time, as that navigator himfelf in¬ 
forms us; and commanded the paffage up the 
mouth of the bay. Not far from this fpot, were 
the ruins of fome fubterraneous caverns, which 
otirtwo gentlemen_conjedured to have been ma¬ 
gazines. 

We weighed anchor, with the ebb tide, about 
fix o’clock in the afternooon, and turned to wind¬ 
ward ; but, two hours after, a thick fog coming 
on, we were under the neceffity of bringing to, 
©ur foundings not affording us afufficient direc¬ 
tion for fleering between feveral funken rocks, 
fituated on each fide of the paffage we were 
to make. The next morning (Monday the 
14th) the fog in fome degree difperfing, we 
weighed as foon as the tide began to ebb ; and, 
there being little wind, the boats were fent a-head 
to tow ; but, about ten o'clock, both the wind 
and tide fet in fo flrong from the fea, that we 
were once more obliged to call anchor, in thir¬ 
teen fathoms water, the high rock being at the 
diftance of fix furlongs, in the diredtion of weft 
one quarter fouth. We continued, during the re¬ 
mainder of the day, in this fituation, the wind 
blowing frefh into the mouth of the bay. To¬ 
wards 
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wards the evening, the weather was extremely 
dark and cloudy with an unfettled wind. 

We were furprized, before day-light, on the 
15th, with a rumbling noife, that refembled dif- 
tant thunder; and, when the day appeared, we 
found that the fides and decks of our fliips were 
covered, near an inch thick, with a fine duft like 
emery.- The air was at the fame time loaded and 
obfcured with this fubftange : and, towards t|ie 
volcana mountain, which ftands to the north¬ 
ward of the harbour, it was exceeding thick and 
black, infomuch that we were unable to diftin- 
guifh the body of the hill. About twelve o’clock, 
and during the afternoon, the loudnefs of the ex- 
plofions increafed ; and they were fucceeded by 
ihowers of cinders, which in general were of the 
fize of peas, though many of thofe that were 
picked up from the deck were larger than a hazel 
iiut. Several fmall ftones, which had undergone 
no alteration from the adion of the fire, fell with 
the cinders. In the evening we had dreadful 
claps of thunder and vivid flalhes of lightning, 
which, with the darknefs of the Iky, and the 
fulphureous fmell of the air, produced a very 
awful and tremendous effed. Our diftance from 
the foot of the mountain was, at this time, about 
eight leagues. 

At bay-break on the i6th, we got up our an¬ 
chors, and flood out of the bay ; but the winti 
falling, and the tide of ebb fetting acrofs the paf- 
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fage on the eaftern fhore, we were driven very 
near the three needle rocks, fituated on that fide 
of the entrance, and were under the neceffity of 
hoifting out the boats, for the purpofe of towing 
the (hips clear of them. At twelve o’^clock, we 
were at the diftance of fix miles from the land ; 
and our depth of water was forty three fathoms, 
over a bottom of fmall ftones, of the fame kind 
with thofe which had fallen upon our decks, 
after the late eruption of the volcano. 

The country had now a very different appear¬ 
ance from what it had on our firft arrival. The 
fnow, except what remained on the fummits of 
fome very lofty mountains, had vanifhed; and 
the fides of the hills, which abounded with wood 
in many parts, were covered with, a beautiful 
verdure. 

It being the intention of Captain Clerke to 
keep in fight of the coaft of Kamtfchatka, as 
much as the weather would allow, in order to af- 
certain its pofition, we continued to fleer towards 
the north-north eaft, with variable light winds, 
till the i8th. The volcano was ftill obferved to 
throw up immenfe volumes of fmoke ; and we 
did not ftrike ground with one hundred and fifty 
fathoms of line, at the diftance of twelve miles 
from the fhore. 

The wind blew frefla from the fouth on the i8th 
and the weather became fo thick and hazy, that 
it was imprudent to make any further attempts at 

prefent 
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prcfent to keep in fight of the land. However# 
that we might be ready, whenever the fog fhould 
clear up, to affume our furvey, we ran on in the 
direftion of the coaft, (as reprefented in the Ruf* 
fian charts) and fired fignal guns for the Difco- 
very to proceed on the fame courfe. At eleven 
o’clock, juft before we loft fight of land, Chee- 
poonlkoi Nofs, fo denominated by the Ruffians, 
was at the diftance of feven or eight leagues, 
bearing north-north-eaft. 

At three o’clock in the morning of the 20th, 
the weather becoming clearer, we ftood in to¬ 
wards the land, and, in the Ipace of an hour af¬ 
terwards, faw it a-head, extending from north- 
weft to north-north-eaft, at the diftance of about 
five leagues. The northern part we conjeftured 
to be Kronotlkoi Nofs; its pofition in the Ruf¬ 
fian charts, nearly agreeing with our reckoning 
in refpedt to its latitude, which was 54° 42'' north j 
though, in point of longitude, we differed con- 
fiderably from them ; for they place it 1° 48"' eaft 
of Awatfka ; whereas our computation makes it 
3° 34'eaft of that place, or 162° ly'' eaft of Green¬ 
wich. The land about this cape is very elevated, 
and the inland mountains were at this time cover¬ 
ed with fnow. There is no appearance of inlets 
or bays in the coaft; and the ftiore breaks off in 
fteep cliffs. • 

We had not long been gratified with this view 
of the land, when the tvind frelhened from the 

fouth- 
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fouth-weft,bringing on a thick fog, which obliged 
to ftand off in the diredlion of north-eaft by eaft. 

The fog difperfmg about noon, we again fteer- 
ed for the land, expecting to fall in with Kani- 
fchatlkoi Nofs, and gained a fight of it at day¬ 
break on the aift. The fouth-weft wind being 
foon after fucceeded by a light breeze that blew 
off the land, we were prevented from approach¬ 
ing the coaft fufficiently near to determine its 
direction, or defcribe its afpeft. At twelve 
o’clock, our longitude was 163° 50^^, and our la¬ 
titude 55° 52'; the extremes of the land bore 
north-weft by weft f weft, and north by weft f 
w^eft ; and the neareft part was at the diftance of 
about twenty-four miles. 

At nine in the evening, when we had approach¬ 
ed about fix miles nearer the coaft, it appeared 
to form a projeding peninfula, and to extend 
eleven or twelve leagues in the diredion nearly 
of north and fouth. It is level, and of a mode¬ 
rate elevation ; the fouthern extreme terminates 
in a low Hoping point ; that to the northward 
forms a fteep bluff head ; and between them, ten 
or twelve miles to the fouth of the northren cape, 
there is a confiderable break in the land. On 
both fides ol this break, the land is low. A re¬ 
markable hill, refembling a faddle, rifes beyond 
the opening; and a chain of lofty mountains 
capped with fnow, extends along the back of the 
whole peninfula. 


The 
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The coaft running in an even diredion, wc 
were uncertain with refped: to the pofition of 
Kattltfchatikoi Nofs, which, according to Mr. 
Muller, forms a projecting point towards themid- 
dle of the peninfula ; but we afterwards found, 
that, in a late Ruffian map, that appellation is 
given to the louthern cape. The latitude of this 
front feveral accurate obfervations, was 56° 3'' ; 
and its longitude, 163° 20''. To the fouth of 
this peninfula, the greater river Kamtfchatlka 
runs into the fea. 

The feafon being too far advanced for us to 
ntake an accurate furvey of the coaft ofKamtf- 
chatka, it was the delign of Captain Clerke, in 
our courfe to Beering’s Straights, to afcertain 
chiefly the refpecdive fituations of the projedting 
points of the coaft. We therefore fleered acrofs 
a fpacious bay, laid down betw'een Kamtfchat- 
flcoi Nofs and Olutorfkoi Nofs, with a view of 
making the latter ; which is reprefented by the 
Ruffian geographers, as terminating the penin¬ 
fula of Kamtfchatka, and as being the fouthern 
limit of the country of the Koriacs. 

On Tuefday theaad, we pafled a dead whale, 
which emitted a moft horrible fmell, perceivable 
at the diftance of three or four miles. It was 
covered with a very confiderable number of gulls, 
petrels, and other oceanic birds, which were re¬ 
galing themfelves upon it. On the 24ih, the 
wind, wliich bad fliiftcd about during the three 
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preceding days, fettled at fouth-weft, bringing 
on clear weather, with which we proceeded to¬ 
wards the north-eafl: by north, acrofs the bay, 
having no land in fight. In the courfe of this 
day we obferved a great number of gulls, and 
were difgufted with the indelicate manner of 
feeding of the ardtic gull, which has procured it 
the appellation of the parafite. This bird, which 
is rather larger than the common gull, pnrfues 
the latter fpecies whenever it meets them; the gull 
after flying about for fome time, with loud fcreams, 
and manifeil indications of extreme terror, drops 
its excrement, which its purfuer inftantlydarts at, 
and catches in its begk before it falls into the fea. 

At one o’clock in the afternoon of the 25th, 
when we were in the latitude of 59° 12^, and in 
the longitude of 168° 35^, a very thick fog came 
on, about the time we expedled to obtain a view 
nf Olutorfkoi Nofs, which (if Muller’s pofition 
of it, in the latitude 59° 30', and in the lon¬ 
gitude of 167=' 36'', is right) could then hav& 
been only a dozen leagues from us; at which dif- 
tance we might eafily have difcerned land of a 
fnoderate height. Our depth of water, at pre- 
fent, was fo great, that we had no ground with 
% hundred and fixty fathoms of line. 

The fog ftill continuing, prevented us fi-om 
making a nearer approach to the land, and we 
fteered eaft by north at five o’clock, which is a lit¬ 
tle itiore eafterly than the Ruffian charts reprefeni! 

the 
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the trending of the coaft from Olutorfkoi Nofs. 
The next day, a frelh gale blew ftpm the fouth- 
■weft, which lafted till noon on the 27th, whei> 
the weather clearing up, we fleered to the north, 
with an intention of making the land. Our lati¬ 
tude^ at this time, was 59° 49^, and our longi¬ 
tude 175° 43^ Though we faw fome fhags in the 
ihorning, which are imagined never to fly far from 
land, yet there was no appearance of it during 
the whole day. However, the next morning, 
about fix o’clock, we had fight of it towards the 
north-wefl. The coafl appeared in hills of mo¬ 
derate elevation ; but, inland, others were ob- 
ferved confiderably higher. The fnow lying in 
patches, and no wood bein^ perceived, the land 
had a very barren afpefli. 

At nine o’clock, we were ten or eleven miles 
from the lhore,the fouthern extreme bearing weft 
by fouth, about fixleagues diflant, beyond which 
the coafl feemed to incline to the wefl. This 
point being in the longitude of i 74° 48 ', and in 
the latittude 61,° 48^, is fituated, according to the 
Ruflian charts, near the mouth of the river 
Opuka. The northern extremity, at the fame 
time bore north by wefl ; between which, and 
a hill bearing north-wefl by wefl wefl, the coafl 
appeared to bend towards the wefl, and form a 
deep bay. 

At the diftance of about eight miles from the 
land, we obferved a ftrong rippling j and being 

under 
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under apprehenfions of meeting with foul ground^ 
we made fail to the north-eaft, along the coaft. 
On heaving the lead, we found the depth of wa¬ 
ter to be twenty-four fathoms, over a bottom of 
gravel. We therefore concluded, that the ap¬ 
pearance above-mentioned, was occafioned by a 
tide, then running to the fouthward. At noon, 
the extremes of the land bearing weft-fouth-weft 
and nortli-north-eaft, we were abreaft of the low 
land, which, we now obferved, joined the two 
points, where we had before expefted todifcover 
a deep bay. The coaft bends a little towards the 
weft, and has a fmall inlet, which is, prehaps, 
the mouth of fome inconfiderable river. Our 
longitude was now 175^43''^ and our latitude 
61° 36^ 

During the afternoon, wo continued our courfe 
along the coaft, at the diftance of four or five 
leagues, with a breeze from the weft, having re¬ 
gular foundings from twenty-eight to thirty-ftx 
fathoms. The coaft exhibited an appearance of 
fteriiity, and the hills rofe to a conliderable ele¬ 
vation inland, but the clouds on their tops pre¬ 
vented us from determining their height. About 
eight o’clock in the evening, fome of our people 
thought they faw land to the eaft by north ; upon 
which we ftood to the fouthward of eaft ; but it 
proved to be nothing more than a fog bank. Ac 
midnight, the extreme point bearing north-eaft 
j eaft, we conjedured that it was St, Thadeus’s 
^ Vql. IV.—n" 19. C Nofs 
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Nofs ; to the foiith of which the land inclines to¬ 
wards the weft, forming a deep bight, wherein 
the river Katirka, according to the charts pub- 
liflied by the Ruffians, is fituate. 

The weather, on the 29th, was unfettled, with 
the wind at the rsorth-eaft point. The next day, 
at twelve o’clock, our longitude was 180°, and 
our latitude 61° 48''. At this time, St. Thadeus’s 
Nofs bore north-north-weft, at the diftance of 
twenty-three leagues; and beyond it we perceiv¬ 
ed the coaft extending almoftdireftly north. The 
eafternmoft point of the Nofs is in the latitude 
62° 50', and in the longitude of 179°. The land 
about it, from its being difcerned at fo great a 
diftance, may juftlybe fuppofed to be of a con- 
fiderable height. During this and the preceding 
day, we faw nnmbers of fea-horfes, whales, and 
feals ; alfo albairofles, gulls, fea-parrots, guil¬ 
lemots, &c. Taking the advantage of a little 
calm weather, feveral of our people employed 
themfelves in fifhing, and caught plenty of ex¬ 
cellent cod. Our foundings were from fixty-five 
to feventy-five fathoms. 

At noon, on Thurfday'the ift of July, Mr. 
Bligh, Mafter of the Refolution, having moored 
a Imall keg with the deep fea lead, in feventy- 
five fathoms water, found that the fhip made a 
courfe to the north by eaft, about half a mile in 
an hour : this was attributed by him to the effedt 
of a foutherly fwell, rather than to that of any 

cur- 
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current. The wind, towards the evening, frefli- 
ening from the fouth-eaft, we fleered to north- 
eail by eaft, for the point that Beering calls 
Tfchukotlkoi Nofs, which we had obferved on 
the 4th of September the preceding year, at the 
fame time that we perceived, towards the fouth- 
eaft, the Ifle of St. Lawrence. This cape, and 
St. Thadeus’s Nofs, from the north-eaftern and 
fouth-weftern extremes of the extenfive Gulph 
of Anadir, into the bottom of which the river of 
that name difcharges itfelf, feparating,as it paffes, 
the country of the Tfchutlki from that of the 
Koriacs. 

On the 3d of July, at twelve o’clock, our la¬ 
titude was 63° 33'', and our longitude 186° 45'. 
Between twelve and one, we defcried the Tfchu- 
kotfkoi Nofs, bearing north half weft, at the dif- 
tance of thirteen or fourteen leagues. At five 
in the afternoon, we faw the ifland of St. Law 
rence, in the direftion of eaft three-quarters north; 
and alfo another ifland, which we imagined was 
between St. Lawrence and Anderfon’s Ifland, 

f 

about eighteen miles eaft fouth-eaft of the for¬ 
mer. As we had no certain knowledge of this 
ifland. Captain Clerke was inclined to have a 
nearer view of it, and immediately hauled the 
wind towards it: but it unfortunately happened, 
that we were unable to weather the Ifle of St. 
Lawrence, and were therefore obliged to bear up 
again, and pafs them all to the leeward. 

C 2 


The 



20 


A VOYAGE TO THE 


The latitude of the Ifland of St. Lawrence, 
according to the moft accurate obfervatioiis, is 
63° 47''; and its longitude is 188’ 15''. This 
illand, if its boundaries were at prefent within 
our view, is about three leagues in circumference. 
The northern part of it may be difeerned at the 
diftance of ten or a dozen leagues. As it has 
fome low land to the fouth-eaft, the extent of 
which we could not perceive, fome of us fup- 
pofed, that it might perhaps be joined to the land 
to the eaftward of it: we were, however, per- 
vented by the hazinefs of the weather, from af- 
certaining this circumftance. Thefe iflands, as 
well as the land adjoining to the Tfchukotfkoi 
Nofs, were covered with fiiow, and prefented a 
TriOildifmal afpeft. About midnight, the Ille of 
St. L-awrence was five or fix miles diftant, bear¬ 
ing fouth-fouth-eaft ; and our foundings were 
eighteen fathoms. We were accompanied with 
fea fowl of various forts, and obferved fome guil¬ 
lemots and fmall crefted hawks. 

As the weather continued to thicken, we loft 
fight of land till Monday the 5th, when we had a 
view of it both to the north-eaft and north-weft. 
Our longitude, at this time, was 189° 14^, and 
our latitude 65" 24^. As the iflands of St Dio¬ 
mede, which are fituated in Beering’s Straight, 
between the two continents of Afia and America, 
were determined by us the preceding year to be 
in the latitude of 63° 48^, we were at a lofs how 
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to reconcile the land towards the north-eaft , with 
the poiition of thofe illands. We therefore flood 
for the land till three o’clock in the afternoon, 
when we were within the diftance of four miles 
from it, and difcovering it to be two ifiands, were 
pretty well convinced of their being the fame; 
but the hazinefs of the weather ftill continuing, 
we, in order to be certain, with refpeft to our 
fituation, flood over to the Afiatic coaft, till about 
feven o’clock in the evening; at which time we 
had approached within two or three leagues of 
the eaflern cape of that continent. 

This cape is an elevated round head of land, 
and extends about five miles from north to fouth. 
It forms a peninfula, which is connefted with the 
continent by a narrow ifthmus of low land. It 
has a bold fhore; and three lofty, detached, fpi- 
ral rocks, are feen off its north part. It was at 
prefent covered with fnow, and the beach encom- 
paffed with ice. We were now convinced of our 
having been under the influence of a ftrong cur¬ 
rent fetting to the northward, which bad occafl- 
oned an error of twenty miles in cur computa¬ 
tion of the latitude at noon. At the time of our 
pafling this Straight the lafl year, we had expe¬ 
rienced a limilar effed;. 

Being now certain with regard to our pofition, 
we fleered north by eaft. At ten o’clock in the 
evening, the weather clearing up, we faw, at the 
fame inftanc, the remarkable peaked hill near 
C 3 Cap^ 
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Cape Prince of Wales, on the North American 
coaft, and the Eaft Cape of Afia, with the two 
illands of St. Diomede between them. 

In the courfe of this day, we faw feveral large 
white gulls, and "great numbers of very fmall 
birds of the hawk kind. The beak of the latter 
was compreifed, and large in proportion to the 
body of the bird ; the colour was dark brown, or 
rather black, the bread; whitifli, and towards the 
abdomen a reddifh brown hue was vifible. 

On the 6th, at twelve o’clock, our latitude 
was 67°, and our longitude 191° Having al¬ 
ready paired many large malTes of ice, and ob- 
lerved that it adhered, in feveral places, to the 
Ihore of the Afiatic continent, we were not great¬ 
ly furprifed when we fell in, about three o’clock, 
with an extenfive body of it, ftretching towards 
the weft. This appearance confiderably difcou- 
raged our hopes of proceeding much further to 
the north this year, than we had done the pre¬ 
ceding. There being little wind in the after¬ 
noon, the boats were hoifted out in purfuit of the 
fea-horfes, great numbers of which were feen on 
the detached pieces of ice; but they returned 
without fuccefs : thefe animals being extremely 
fhy, and, before our people could come within 
gun-fhot of them, always retreated into the 
water. 

Having hoifted in the boats at feven o’clock 
in the evening, we flood on to the north-eaft- 

ward. 



PACIFIC OCEAN. 


0 ^ 

%vard, with a frefh foutherly breeze, intending to 
explore the American continent, between the la¬ 
titudes of68^and 69°, which, on account of the 
foggy weather, we had not an opportunity of ex¬ 
amining the laft year. In this attempt we were 
partly difappointed again : for, on the 7th, about 
fix o’clock in the morning, we were flopped by a 
large body of ice, ftretching from north-weft to 
fouth-eaft; but, not long afterwards, the hori¬ 
zon becoming clear, we had a view of the Ame¬ 
rican coaft, at the diftance of about ten leagues, 
extending from north-eaft by eaft to eaft, and ly¬ 
ing between 68'^ and 68° %zf of northern latitude. 
The ice not being high, we were enabled by 
the clearnefs of the weather to fee over a great 
extent of it. The whole exhibited a compadh 
folid furface, not in the leaft thawed ; and feem- 
ed alfo to adhere to the land. 

The weather becoming hazy foon after, we loft- 
fight of the land ; and it being impoffible to ap¬ 
proach nearer to it, we fleered to the north- 
north weft, keeping the ice clofe on board ; 
and having, by noon, got round its weftern ex¬ 
tremity, we found that it trended nearly north. 
Our longitude, at this time, was 192° 34'', and 
our latitude 68° 22^ We proceeded along the 
edge of the ice, to the north-north-eaft, during 
the remainder of the day, palling through many 
iofe pieces which had been feparated from the 
main body, and againft which our vefl'els wete 
C 4 driven 
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driven with great violence, notwithftanding our 
utmoft caution. About eight in the evening, we 
paffed fome drift-wood : at midnight the wind 
veered to the north-weft; and there were con¬ 
tinued fhowers of fnow and fleet. The thermo¬ 
meter had now fallen from 38° to 31°. 

The next morning, at five o’clock, the wind 
flhifting more to the northward, we could conti¬ 
nue no longer on the fame tack, by reafon of the 
ice, but were under the neceflity of ftanding to¬ 
wards the weft. Our depth of water, at this time 
was nineteen fathoms; from which, upon com¬ 
paring it with our remarks on the foundings in 
the preceding year, we inferred, that our prefent 
diftance from the coaft of America did not exceed 
fix or feven leagues; but our view was circum- 
fcribed within a much narrower compafs, by a 
heavy fall of fnow. Our latitude, at twelve 
o’clock, was 69° 21^, and our longitude 192° 
42fi 

At two in the afternoon, the weather became 
clearer, and we found ourfelves clofe to an ex- 
panfe of ice, which from the maft-head, was dif- 
covered to confift of very large compaft bodies; 
united towards the exterior edge, but, in the in¬ 
terior parts, fome pieces were obferved floating 
in vacant fpaces of the water : it extended from 
weft-fouth-weft to north-eaftby north. We bore 
away towards the fouth, along the edge of it, en¬ 
deavouring to get into clearer water; for the 
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ftrong northerly winds had drifted down fuch 
numbers of loofe pieces, that we had been en- 
compaffed with them for fonie time, and were 
vmable to prevent the fliips from ftriking againfl: 
feveral of them. 

On Friday the 9th, a frelh gale blew from 
the north-north-weft, accompanied with violent 
Ihowers of fnow and fleet. The thermometer, at 
noon, was at jO°. We fleered weft-fouth-weft, 
and kept as near the main body of ice as we could ; 
but had the misfortune to damage the cut-water 
againft the drift pieces, and rub off fome of the 
fheathing from the bows. The Ihocks, indeed, 
which our (hips received, were frequently very 
fevere, and were attended with confiderable ha¬ 
zard. Our latitude, at noon, was 69° 12^, and 
our longitude 185° 5^ 

Having now failed almoft forty leagues to the 
weft, along the edge of the ice, without perceiv¬ 
ing any opening, or a clear fea beyond it towards 
the north, we had no profpedt of making further 
progrefs to the northward at prefent. Captain 
Clerke, therefore, determined to bear away to 
the fouth by eaft, the only quarter which was 
clear, and to wait till the feafon was fomewhat 
more advanced, before he made any further at¬ 
tempts to penetrate through the ice. He pro- 
pofed to employ the intermediate time in furvey- 
ingthe bay of St. Lawrence, and the coaft lituate 
to the fouth of it; as it would be a great fatis- 
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fadion to have a harbour fo near, in cafe of fu¬ 
ture damage from the quantity of ice, in thefe 
parts. We were alfo defirous of paying another 
vifit to the Tfchutfki; and more particular fince 
the accounts we had heard of them from Major 
Behm. 

In confequence of this determination, we made 
fail to the fouthw'ard, till the loth at noon, when 
we palled confiderable quantiles of drift ice, and 
a perfed calm enfued. The latitude, at this 
time, was 68° , and the longitude, i88° 30''. 

This morning we faw feveral whales; and in the 
afternoon, there being great numbers of fea- 
horfes on the pieces of ice that furrounded us, we 
hoifted out the boats, and difpached them in 
purfuit of thofe animals. Our people had more 
luccefson this occafion, than they had on the 6th; 
for they returned with three large ones, and a 
young one, belides having killed or wounded 
fome others. They were witnelfes of feveral 
llriking inftances of parental alFedion in thefe 
animals. All of them, on the approach of the 
boats towards the ice, took their young ones un¬ 
der their fins, and attempted to efcape with them 
into the fea. Some, whofe cubs were killed or 
wounded, and left floating upon the furface of 
the water, rofe again, and carried them down, 
fometinies juft as our men were on the point of 
taking them into the boat; and could be traced 
bearing them to a confiderable diftance throu gh the 
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water, which wasftained with their blood. They 
were afterwards obferved bringing them, at inter¬ 
vals, above the furface, as if for air, and again 
plunging under it, with a horrid bellowing. The 
female, in particular, whofe young one had been 
killed, and taken into the boat, became fo furi¬ 
ous, that fhe even ftruck her two tuiks through 
the bottom of the cutter. 

About eight o’clock in the evening, an eafterly 
breeze fprung up, with which we continued to 
fteer to the fouthward ; and, at midnight, fell in 
with many exteniive bodies of ice. We attempt¬ 
ed to pufh through them under an eafy fail, that 
the fhipsmight fuftain no damage; and when we 
had proceeded a little further towards the fouth, 
nothing was vifible but a very large and compadl 
niafs of ice, extending to the north-eaft, fouth- 
weft, and fouth-eaft, as far as the eye could reach. 
This formidable obftacle prevented our vifiting 
the Tfchutlki; for no fpace remained open, ex¬ 
cept back again to the northward. We therefore 
tacked, at three o’clock in the morning of the 
iith, and flood to that quarter. The latitude, 
at noon, was 67° 49^, and the longitude i88'^47'. 

On Monday the 12th, we had light winds and 
hazy weather. On examining the current, we 
found it fet towards the north-weft, at the rate of 
halfamilean hour. We continued our northerly 
courfe, with a breeze from the fouth, and fair 
weather, till ten o’clock in the morning of the 
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13th, when we again found ourfelves clofe in 
with a folid mafs of ice, to which we could per¬ 
ceive no limits from the maft-head. This was 
an effeftual difcouragement to all our hopes of 
penetrating further; which had been greatly 
raifed, by our having now advanced almoft ten 
leagues, through a fpace, which, on the 9rh, 
had been found to be occupied by impenetrable 
ice. Our fituation, at this time, was nearly in 
the middle of the channel, betwixt the two con¬ 
tinents ; our latitude was 69° 37''; and the main 
body of the ice extended from weft-fouth-weft to 
eaft-north-eaft. 

As, in that part of the fea where we now were, 
there w^as no probability of getting further to the 
north. Captain Clerke determined to make a final 
attempt on the coaft of America, for Baffin’s 
Bay, fmce we had found it pradicable to advance 
the furtheft on this fide, in the preceding year. 
We accordingly, during the remainder of the 
day, worked to the windward, with a frefh breeze 
from the eaft. We obferved feveral fulmars and 
ardic gulls, and paffed two trees, both of which 
leemed to have lain a long time in the water. 
The larger one was, in length, ten or eleven feet, 
and in circumference, about three, without either 
the bark or branches. 

We proceeded to the eaftward on the 14th, 
with thick foggy weather. The next day, the 
V6?ind blowing frefla from the weft, and having, 

in 
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in fome meafure, difperfed the fog, we immedi¬ 
ately fleered to the north, in order to have a 
nearer view of the ice ; and we were foon clofe in 
with it. It extended from north-north-weft to 
north-eafl, and was folid and compad ; the ex¬ 
terior parts whre ragged, and of various heights; 
the inner furface was even ; and, as we fuppofed, 
from eight to ten feet above the level of the fea. 
The weather becoming moderate during the refl 
of the day, we fliaped our courfe according to the 
trending of the ice, which, in feveral places, 
formed deep bays. 

The wind frefhened in the morning of the i6di, 
and was accompanied with frequent and thick 
fliowers of fnow. At eight o’clock in the fore¬ 
noon, we had a ftrong gale from the weft-fouth- 
wefl, which brought us under double-reefed top- 
fails ; when, the weather in fome degree clearing 
up, we found ourfelves, as it were, embayed; the 
ice having fuddenly taken a turn to the foutli- 
eaftward, and encompafling us, in one compad 
body, on ail fides but the fouth. In confequence 
of this, we hauled our wind to the fouthward, 
bdng, at that time, in twenty-fix. fathoms water, 
and in the latitude of 70° S' north; and, as we 
imagined, at thediflance of about flve-and-tw'enty 
leagues from the American coaft. 

At four in the afternoon, the gale increafing, 
we got the top-gallant-yards down upon the deck, 
furled the mizen top-fail, and ciofe-reefed the 

fore 
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fore and main-top-fails. About eight o’clock, 
finding that our foundings had decreafed to 
tweniy-iwo fathoms, which we confidered as an 
indication of our near approach to the coaft of 
America, we tacked and fleered to the north¬ 
ward. In the night we had boiflerous weather^ 
attended with fnow': but, the next morning, it 
was clear and moderate; and, at eight o’clock, 
we got the top-galant-yards acrofs, and bore 
away, with the wind flill at weft-fouth-weft. 
Our latitude, at noon, was 69° 55'', and our lon¬ 
gitude, 194“ 30''. The wind flackened in the 
evening, and, about midnight, we had a calm. 

A light breeze arifing from the eafl-north-eaft, 
at five in the morning of the iSth, we continued 
our progrefs towards the north, with a view of re¬ 
gaining the ice as foon as pofiible. We faw 
numbers of fea-parrots, and fmall ice-birds, and 
alfo many whales ; and pafled feveral logs of drift¬ 
wood. The latitude, at twelve o’clock, was 70° 
26', and the longitude 194° 54^ Our foundings, 
atthe fame time, were three-and-twenty fathoms; 
and the ice extended from north to eaft-north- 
eaft, being about one league diftant. 

At one o’clock in the afternoon, obferving, 
that we were clofe in with a firm united mafs of 
ice, firetching from eaft to weft-north weft, we 
tacked, and, the wind veering to the weftward, 
flood to the eaft, along the edge,of it, till eleven 
in the evening. A very thick fog then coming 

on. 
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on, and the depth of water decreafing to nineteen 
fathoms, we hauled our wind to the fouthward. 

Though we perceived no fea-horfes on the 
body of ice, yet, on the detached fragments of 
it, they were feen in herds, and in greater numbers 
than we had ever before obferved. About nine 
o’clock in the evening, a white bear fwam clofe 
by the Difcovery; it afterwards went towards the 
ice, on which were likewife two others. 

The weather clearing up at one in the morning 
of the 19th, we, bore away to the north-eaft till 
two o’clock, when we were again fo completely 
embayed by the ice, that no opening remained, 
except to the fouthward ; to which quarter we 
therefore direfted our courfe,and returned through 
a very fmooth water, with favourable weather, by 
the fame way we had come in. We were unable 
to penetrate further towards the nortli than at 
this time, when our latitude was 70° 33', which 
was about five leagues Ihort of the point to which 
we had advanced the preceding fumraer. We 
flood to the fouth-fouth-weft, with light winds 
from the north-weft, near the edge of the main 
body of ice, which was fituated on our left hand, 
extending between us and the American coaft. 
At noon, our latitude was 70° ii', and our lon¬ 
gitude 196° 15'; and ourfoundings were fixteen 
fathoms. We fuppofed, from this circumftance, 
that the Icy Cape was at the diftance of only feven 
or eight leagues from us: but, though the wea¬ 
ther 
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ther was, in general, pretty clear, there was, at 
the fame time, a hafinefs in the horizon fo that 
we could not expeft to have an opportunity of 
feeing the cape. 

Two white bears appearing in the water during 
the afternoon, fome of our people immediately 
purfued them in the jolly boat, and were fo for¬ 
tunate as to kill them both. The larger one, 
which was, in all probability, the dam of the 
younger, being (hot firft, the other would not 
leave it, though it might have efcaped with eafe 
On the ice, while the men were re-loading their 
mulquets ; but continued fwimming about, till, 
after having been feveral times fired upon, it was 
fhot dead. The length of the larger one, from 
the fnout to the end of the tail, w'as feven feet 
two inches; its circumference, near the fore¬ 
legs, was four feet ten inches; the height of the 
Ihoulder was four feet three inches; and the 
breadth of the fOre-paw was ten inches. The 
■weight of its four quarters was four hundred 
and thirty fix pounds. The four quarters of 
the fmalleft weighed two hundred and fifty-fix 
pounds. 

Thefe animals furnifhed us rvith fome good 
meals of frelh meat. Their fiefh, indeed, had a 
ftrong fifhy tafte, but was infinitely fuperior to 
that of the fea-horfe; which, however, our 
people were again perfuaded, with no great dif¬ 
ficulty, to prefer to their faked provifions. 


On 
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On Tuefday the aotli, at fix in the morning, 
a thick fog arifing, we loft fight of the ice for 
the fpace of two hours ; but, when the weather 
became clearerj we again had a view of the main 
body to the fouth-fouth-eaft ; and immediately 
hauled our wind, which was eafterly, towards it, 
expeAing to make the American coaft to the 
fouth eaft, which we effected between ten and 
eleven o’clock. The latitude, at noon, was 69'^ 
33'', and the longitude 194° 53^. Our depth of 
water, at the fame time, was nineteen fathoms. 
The land was at the diftance of eight or ten 
leagues, extending from fouth by eaft to fouth- 
fouth-weft, half weft, being the fame we had 
feen the preceding year; but it was at prefent, 
much more covered with fnow than at that 
time; and the ice feemed to adhere to the ftiore. 

We continued to fail in the afternoon, through 
a fea of loofe ice, and to fteer towards the land, 
as near as the wind, which blew from eaft-fouth- 
eaft, would permit. A thick fog came on at 
eight o’clock in the evening, and the wind 
abated. Obferving a rippling in the water, w^e 
tried the current, and found it fet to the eaft- 
nprth-eaft, at the rate of a mile in an hour : we 
therefore refolved to fteer before the wind, during 
the night, in order to ftem it, and oppofe the 
large pieces of loofe ice, which were fetting us on 
towards the coaft. Our foundings, at midnight, 
were twenty fathoms, 
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The next morning, at eight o’clock, the wind 
freftiening, and the fog difperfing, we again had 
light of the coaft of America to the fouth-eaft* 
ward, at the diftance of nine or ten leagues, and 
hauled in fur it ; but the ice in a fhort time 
efFedlually flopped our further progrefs on that 
lide, and we were obliged to bear away towards 
the wefl, along the edgf* of it. Our latitude, 
at twelve, was 69° 34^; our longitude was 193°, 
and our foundings were twenty-four fathoms. 

A conneifled folid field of ice, thus baffling all 
our efforts to make a nearer approach to the land 
and (as we had fome reafon to imagine) adhering 
to it, we relinquifhed all hopes of a north-eaft 
paffage to Great-Britain. 

Captain Clerke now finding it impoffible to 
advance further to the northward on the Ameri¬ 
can coaft, and deeming it equally improbable, 
that fuch a prodigious quantity of ice fhould be 
diffolved by the few remaining weeks that would 
terminate the fummer, confidered it as the beft 
ftep that could be taken, to trace the fea over to 
the coaft of Afia and endeavour to find fome 
opening that would admit him further north, or 
fee what more could be done upon that coaft, 
where we hoped to meet with better fuccefs. 


CHAP. 
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C H A P. IV. 

Attempt to pafs the Ice to the north-JVeJl—Critical 
Situation of the Difcovery—Sea Horfes kVled — 
Greatly obflruHed by the Ice—Damages Juftained 
by the Dijcovery-—Captain Clerke refolves to pro¬ 
ceed to the Southward—-The Crews rejoice greatly 
on that Occafon—Pafs Serdze Kamen—Through 
Beering’s Straits—Obfervations on the Extent of 
the North-Eaf Coaft of Afia—Reafons for re¬ 
jecting Muller’s Map - Impracticability of a 

North-Eqfl or North-Wef Pajjage from the At¬ 
lantic into the Pacific Ocean—The Progrejs made 
in 1778, compared with that made in 1779 -— - 
Obfervations on the Sea, Sea Coafts, iSc. North 
of Beering’s Straits—Refume the Hifiory of the 
. Voyage—The IJland of St. Lawrence—-Ifiand of 
Medoni—Death of Captain Clerke—Enumeration 
of his Services. 

I N confequence of Captain Cleark’s determina¬ 
tion to relinquifli all attempts on the Ame¬ 
rican coaft, and to make his final efforts, in 
fearch of a paffage, on the coaft of the Afiatic 
continent, we ftecred weft-north-weft, during the 
afternoon of the 21ft of July, through a great 
quantity of loofe ice. About ten o’clock in the 
evening, difeoveringthe main body of ice through 
the fog, right ahead, and very near us, and being 

D 2 unwilling 
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unwilling to ftand to the fouthward, fo long as 
as we could poffibly avoid it; we hauled our wind, 
which was eafterly, and made fail to the north; 
but in the fpace of an hour afterwards, finding 
that the weather became clearer, and that 
were furrounded by a compaft field of ice on all 
fides, except to the fouth-fouth-weft, y/e tacked, 
and fleered in that dircdlion, for the purpofe of 
getting clear of it. On the aad at noon, our 
latitude was 69° 30^, and our longitude 187° 30^. 
In the afternoon, we again came up with the ice, 
which extending to the north-weft, and fouth-weft, 
obliged us to proceed to the fouthward, in order 
to wenther it. 

It may not be improper to remark, that, iince 
the 8th of July, we had twice traverfed this fea, 
in lines almoft parallel with the run we had juft 
now made; that we were unable in the firft of 
thofe traverfes, to penetrate fo far north, by eight 
or ten leagues, as in the fecond ; and that in the 
laft we had again met with a connefted mafs of 
ice, generally about five leagues to the fouthward 
of its pofition in the preceding run. This makes 
it evident, that the large compadt fields of ice, 
obferved by us, w’ere moveable, or diminifhing ; 
but, at the fame time, it does not authorife any 
expedlation of advancing much farther, even in 
the moft favourable feafons. 

About feven o’clock in the evening, the wea¬ 
ther being hazy, and no ice vifible, we made fail 

to 
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to the weftward; but, between eight and nine, 
the haze difperfing, we found ourfelves in the 
midft of ioofe ice, and very near the main body, 
we therefore flood upon a wind, which was ftill 
cafterly, and continued to beat to windward during 
the night, hoping to w'eather the Ioofe pieces, 
which the wind drove down upon us in fuch 
quantities, that we were in great danger of being 
Mocked up by them. 

The next morning, the clear water, in which 
we fleered to and fro, did not exceed a mile and 
a half, and was leflening every moment. At 
length, after exerting our mofl ftrenuous endea¬ 
vours to clear the Ioofe ice, we were under the 
neceffity of forcing a paflage to the fouth, which 
we accomplifhed between feven and eight, 
though not without lubjedling the fhip to fome 
very fevere fltocks. The Difcovery was not fo 
fuccefsful; for, about eleven o’clock, when fhe 
had almoft got clear out, Ihe became fo entangled 
by feveral large pieces, that her progrefs was 
flopped, and fhe immediately dropped to leeward, 
and fell broadfide foremoft, on the edge of a 
confiderably body of ice; and there being an 
open fea to windward, the furf occafioned her to 
ftrikewith violence upon it. This mafs, at length, 
either fo far broke, or moved, as to give the 
crew an opportunity of making another effort to 
efcape; but it unfortunately happened, that, 
before the fliip gathered way enough to be under 

D 3 com- 
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command, ftie felj to leeward a fecond time, on 
another fragment, and the fwell rendering it un- 
fafe to lie to windward, and finding no profpeft 
of getting clear, they pulhed into a fmall open¬ 
ing, furled their fails, and made the veffel fall 
with ice-hooks. 

We faw them in this dangerous fituation at 
at noon, at the diftance of about three miles from 
us, in a north-weft direcftion; a frelh gale from 
the fouth-eaft driving more ice towards the north- 
weft, and augmenting the body that lay between 
us. Our latitude at this time was 69° g' ; 
our longitude 187°; and our foundings were 
twenty-eight fathoms. To add to the apprehen- 
fions which began to force themfelves on our 
minds, between four and five in the afternoon, 
the weather becoming thick and hazy, we loft 
fight of the Difcovery. However, that we might 
be in a'fituation to afford her every poffible affift- 
ance, we ftood on clofe by the edge of the ice. 
About fix o’clock the wind fliifting to the north, 
gave us fome hopes, that the ice might drift away, 
and releafe her from her danger; and in that cafe, 
as it was uncertain in what condition Ibe might 
come out, we continued, every half hour, to fire 
a gun, with a view. of preventing a feparation. 
Our fears for her fafety did not ceafe till nine, 
when we heard her guns fired in anfwer to ours; 
and not long afterwards, being hailed by her, 
we were informed, that, upon the change of 

wind. 
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wind, the ice began to feparate; and that her 
people, fetting all the fails, forced a paffage 
through it. We alfo learned, that, while they 
were furrounded by it, they found the (hip drift 
with the main body towards the north-eaft, at the 
rate of half a mile an hour. We found, that flie 
had rubbed off much of the Iheathing from her 
bows, and was become very leaky, from the vio¬ 
lent blows flie had received when flie fell upon 
the edge of the ice. 

On Saturday the 24th, we had frelh breezes 
from the fouth-weft, with hazy weather, and 
fteered to the fouth-eaft till eleven o'clock in the 
forenoon, when our courfe was again obftrufted 
by a large body of loofe ice, which extended 
from north-north-eaft to fouth-fouth-eaft; and to 
which we could difcover no end. We therefore 
kept working to windward, and at twelve o’clock 
our latitude was 68° 53', and longitude 188°, 
About four in the afternoon, it became calm, and 
the boats were hoifted out in purfuit of the fea- 
horfes, which appeared in prodigious herds on 
each fide of us. Ten of them were killed by our 
people, which were as may as could be made 
ufe of by us for eating, or for converting into 
lamp oil. We kept it on with a fouth wefterly 
wind, along the edge of the ice, which extended 
in a diredion nearly eaft and weft, till four in the 
morning of the 25th, when perceiving a clear fea 
beyond it, to the fouth eaftward, we fteered that 
D 4 way. 
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way, with an intention of forcing through it. We 
had cleared it by fix, and continued, during the 
remaining part of the day, to run towards the 
fouth-eaft, with no ice in fight. 

At noon, our latitude was 68° 38', our longi¬ 
tude 189° 9', and our foundings thirty fathoms. 
We tacked at midnight, and ftood to tl;ie weft, 
with a frelh foutherly gale ; and the next morn¬ 
ing, at ten, the ice again made its appearance, 
extending from north-weft to fouth. It was loofe, 
and drifted by the force of the wind towards the 
north. At twelve, our latitude was 68°, lorn 
gitude 88° lo^ and our depth of water was twentv- 
eight fathoms. For the remainder of the day, 
and till noon on the 27th, we ftood backwards 
and forwards, to clear ourfelves of different pieces 
of ice. The latitude at noon was 67° 47^, and 
the longitude 181°. 

At two in the afternoon, we had fight of the 
continent to the fouth by eaft; and, at four, hav¬ 
ing run, fince noon, to the fouth-weft, we were 
cncompalTed by loofe maffes of ice, with the main 
body of it in view, ftretching in the direftion of 
north by weft, and fouth by^eaft, as far as the eye 
could reach, beyond which.we defcried the Afia- 
tic coaft, bearing fouth, and fouth by eaft. 

It being now neceffary to come to fome deter¬ 
mination rcfpefting the courfe we were next to 
fteer. Captain Clerke difpatched a boat, with the 
carpenters, on board the PifCovery, to make in- 
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quiry into ihe particulars of the damage Ihe had 
lately received. They returned, in the evening, 
with the report of Captain Gore, and of the car¬ 
penters of both veflels, that the damages fuf- 
tained were fuch as would require three weeks to 
repair; and that it would be requilite, for that 
purpofe, to make the beft of their way to fome 
port. 

Thus, finding our farther progrefs to the north, 
as well as our nearer approach to either continent, 
obftrufted by immenfe bodies of ice, we confi- 
dered it as not only injurious to the fcrvice, by 
endangering the fafety of the (hips, but likewife 
fruitlefs with refped; to the defign of our voyage 
to make any farther attempts for the difeovery of 
a paflage. This, therefore, added to Captain. 
Gore’s reprefentations, determined Captain 
Clerke to lofe no more time in what he concluded 
to be an unattainable objeft, but to proceed to 
the bay of Awatlka, to repair our damages there, 
and, before the winter Ihould fet in, to take a 
furvey of the coaft of Japan. 

Great was the joy that appeared on the coun¬ 
tenance of every individual, as foon as Captain 
Clerke’s refolutions were made known. We were 
all completely weary of a navigation full of dan¬ 
ger, and in which the greateft perfeverance had 
not been rewarded with the fmalleft profpeft of 
fuccefs. We therefore turned our faces towards 
home, after an abfi^nce of three years, with ex¬ 
treme 
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treme delight and fatisfadion, notwithftanding 
the very long voyage we had ftill to make. 

We worked to windward on the 2,8th, with a 
frefh breeze from the fputh-eaft, being ftill in 
fight of the coajft of Afia. At four in the morn¬ 
ing, Cape Serdze Kamen bore fouth-fouth-weft, 
at the diftance of fix or feven leagues. We ob- 
ferved, in different places, upon the fummits of 
the hills, which rife inland on each fide of this 
Cape, protuberances of a confiderable height, 
which had the appearance of pillars of ftone, or 
srreat rocks. 

The next day, the wind being ftill unfavour¬ 
able, we made but flow progrcfs to the fouth- 
ward. About midnight, we had foggy weather, 
attended with a breeze from the north-north-well 
■with which we fteered to the fouth-fouth-eaft, 
through the ftraits, and had no land in our 
view till feven in the evening of the 30th,when 
the fog difperfing, we fa w Cape Prince of Wales, 
bearing fouth by eaft, at the diftance of about fix 
leagues; and the ifland of St. Diomede fouth-. 
weft by weft. We now ftood to the weft, and at 
eight made the Eaft Cape, which at midnight, 
was four leagues diftant, bearing weft, by north. 

During the night we fteered to the fouth-fouth- 
weft, with a frelh, breeze from the weft north- 
weft; and on the 31ft; at four in the morning, 
the Eaft Cape bore north-nor th-eaft, and the 
north-eaft part of the Bay of St. Lawrence* 
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(where our (hips anchored the preceding year) 
weft by fouth, its diftance being twelve miles. 
As we could not have worked up to windward, 
without a greater confumption of time, than the 
objedt feemed to deferve, we ran acrofs the bay 
regretting the lofs of this opportunity of paying 
another vifit to the Tufchutlki. At twelve o’clock 
our latitude was 65° 6', and longitude The 

fouth point of the bay of St. Lawrence was feven 
or eight leagues diftant, bearing north by weft 
one quarter weft. 

Having now palTed Bcering’s Straits, and 
finally quitted the north eaft coatt of Afia, it may 
not, perhaps, be improper, on this occafion, to 
ftate our reafons for adopting two general con- 
clufions relative to its extent, in oppofition to 
the fentiments of Mr. Muller. The firft is, that 
the promontory called Eaft Cape is actually the 
moft eafterly point of that quarter of the globe; 
or, in other words, that no part of that continent 
extends in longitude beyond 190° 22' eaft. The 
fecond is, that the latitude of the north eaftern- 
moft extreme is fomewhat to the fouthward of 
70° north. With regard to the former, if fuch 
land really exifts,it muft certainly be to the north 
of the 69th degree of latitude, where the difco- 
veries made in our prefent voyage terminate. We 
lhall therefore, in the firft place, endeavour to 
inveftigate the probable diredion of the coaft be¬ 
yond this point. 


Ruffia 
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Ruffia being the only nation, that has hitherto 
navigated this part of the ocean, all our infor¬ 
mation refpefting the pofition of the coaft to the 
northward of Cape North, is derived from the 
journals and charts of the perfons who have been 
engaged, at different times, in determining the 
bounds of that extenfive empire; and thefe are, 
in general, fo confined, contradiftory, and im- 
perfeft, that we cannot eafily form a dillindl idea 
of their pretended, much lefs colledf the parti¬ 
culars of their real difeoveries. On this account, 
the extent and figure of the peninfula, inhabited 
by the Tfchutfki, ftill remains a point, on which 
the Ruffian geographers are greatly divided in 
their opinions. Mr. Muller, in the map which 
be publifhed in 1754 fuppofes that this country 
extends towards the north-eaft, as far as the lati¬ 
tude of 75°, and the longitude of i90°caftof 
Greenwich; and that it ends in a round cape, 
which he denominates Tfchukotfkoi Nofs. To 
the fouth of this cape, the coaft, as he imagines, 
forms a bay to the weft, bounded in the latitude 
of 67® 18^ by Serdze Kamen, the moft northerly 
point obferved by Beering in his expedition in 
1728. The map publifhed in 1776 by the aca¬ 
demy of St. Peterfburg, gives a new form to the 
whole peninlula, placing its north-eafternmoft 
extreme in the latitude 73°, longitude 178° 30', 
and the moft eafterly point in latitude 65’ 30^, 
longitude 189° 3^0''. All the other maps we have 
3 feen. 
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fecn, both manufcript and printed, vary between 
thefe two, apparently more according to the fancy 
and conjeftures of the compiler, than on any 
grounds of more accurate intelligence. The only 
particular in which there is a general coincidence, 
with very little variation, is the pofition of the 
Eaft Cape in the latitude of 66°. The form of 
the coaft, both to the north and fouth or the Eaft: 
Cape, in the map of the academy is extremely 
erroneous, and may be entirely difregarded. In 
Mr. Muller’s map, the coaft towards the north 
has fome degree of refemblance to our furvey, as 
far as the latter extends, except that he does not 
make it trend fufEciently to the weft, but makes 
it recede only about 5° of longitude, between the 
latitude of 66° and 69°; whereas it aftuaily re¬ 
cedes near ten. Between the latitude of 69° and 
74°, the coaft, according to him, bends round to 
the north and north-eaft, and forms a large pro¬ 
montory. On what authority he has thus repre- 
fented the coaft, is next to be examined. 

The ingenious Mr. Coxe, whofe accurate rc- 
fearches into this fubjed, give great weight to 
his fentiments, is of opinion, that the extremity 
of the Nofs in queftion, was never paffed except 
by DefhnefF and his party, who failed in the year 
1648, from the river Kovyma, and are imagined 
to have got round it into the Anadyr. As the 
narrative of this expedition, the fubftanceof which 
has been given by Mr. Coxe, in his account of 

Ruffian 
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Ruffian difcoveries, comprehends no geographi¬ 
cal delineations of the coaft along which they fail¬ 
ed, our conjedures refpefting its pofition muft 
be derived from incidental circumftances; and 
from thefe it evidently appears, that the Tfchu- 
kotlkoi Nofs of Deffineff, is, in reality, the pro¬ 
montory named by Captain Cook, the Eaft Cape. 
Speaking of the Nofs, he fays, that a perfon may 
fail from the ifthmus to the Anadyr, with a favour¬ 
able wind, in three days, and three nights. This 
prefedly agrees with the fituationof the Eaft Cape, 
which is about one hundred and twenty leagues 
from the mouth of the river Anadyr ; and there 
being no other ifthmus to the north between that 
and the latitude of 69°, it feems evident, that, by 
this defcription he certainly means either the Cape 
in queftion, or fome other fituated to the fouth 
of it. He fays, in another place, that, tippofite 
to the ifthmus, there are two iflands in the fea, 
upon which were obferved fome of the Tfchutlki 
nation, in whofe lips pieces of the teeth of the 
fea-horfes were fixed. This exadly coincides with 
the two iflands that lie to the fouth-eaft of the 
Eaft Cape. We obferved, indeed, no inhabi¬ 
tants upon them ; but it is by no means impro¬ 
bable, that a party of Americans from the op- 
polite continent, whom this defcription fuits, 
might have accidentally been there at that time, 
and he might eafily miftake them for a tribe of 
the Tfchutlki. 


Thefe 
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Thefe two circumftances feemto us to be con- 
clufive on the point of the Tfchujcotikoi Nofs, 
though there are others of a more dubious nature 
from the fame authority, and which now remain 
tob)e inveftigated. DelbnefF, in another account, 
fays, that in going from the Kovyma to the Ana¬ 
dyr, a great promontory which projefts very far 
into the fea, muft be doubled ; and that this pro¬ 
montory extends between north and north-eaft. 
It was, perhaps, from thefe expreffions, that 
Muller was induced to reprefent the country of 
the Tfchutiki, in the form we find in his mapj 
but, if he had been acquainted with the pofition 
of the Eaft Cape, as determined by Captain 
Cook, and the ftriking agreement between that 
and the promontory or ifthmus (for it muft be 
remarked, that Delhneff ftill appears to be fpeak- 
ing of the fame thing), in the circumftances 
above-mentioned, we are confident that he would 
not have thought thofe expreffions of fufficient 
weight to authorife his extending the north-eaft- 
ern extreme of Afia, either fo far to the north or 
to the eaft. For thefe words of Deflineff may be 
reconciled with the opinion we have adopted, if 
we fuppofe that navigator to have taken thefe 
bearings from the fmall bight lying to the weft 
of the cape. 

The next authority, on which Muller has pro¬ 
ceeded, feeras to have been the depofition of the 
Colfac Popoff, taken at the Anadirikoi ojlrog, in 
I jyii. 
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1711. TWs Coffacwas fent by land, in compa¬ 
ny with feveral others, to demand tribute from 
the independent Tfchutlki tribes, who inhabited 
the parts about the Nofs. The firft circumftance, 
in the narrative of this journey, that can tend to 
lead to the lituation of Tfchukotikoi Nofs, is its 
distance from Anadirlk; and this is reprefented 
as a journey of ten weeks, with loaded rein-deer; 
for which reafon, it is added, their day’s jour¬ 
ney was very inconfiderable. We cannot, in¬ 
deed, conclude much from fo vague an account, 
but as the diftance detwecn the Eaft Cape and the 
ofirog exceeds two hundred leagues in a direft 
line, and confequently may be fuppofed to allow 
twelve or fourteen miles a day, its lituation is not 
incompatible with PopofTs calculation. 

Another circumftance ftated in this depolition 
is, that their rout lay at the foot of a rock named 
Matkol, lituate at the bottom of a fpacious gulf. 
This gulf Muller conjectures to be the bay he 
had laid down between the latitudes of 66° and 
72°; and he accordingly places the rock Matkol 
in the center of it; but it appears to be more 
probable, that it might be a part of the Gulf of 
Anadyr, which they would doubtlefs touch upon 
in their journey from the oftrog to the Eaft Cape. 

What feems, however, to put this point beyond 
all difpute, and to prove that the Cape which 
PopofF vifited cannot be the northward of the 
latitude of 69°, is that part of his depofition, 

which 
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which relates to an ifland lying off the Nofs, from 
whence the oppofite continent might be dif- 
cerned. For, as the two continents, in the lati¬ 
tude of 69°, diverge fo far as to be upwards of 
one hundred leagues diftant, it is certainly very 
improbable, that the coaft of Afia fliould again 
trend in fuch a manner to the eaft, as to come 
almoft within fight of the American coaft. 

Should thefe arguments be thought conclufive 
againft the form and extent of the peninfula of 
the Tfchutlki, as reprefented by Mr. Muller, it 
will follow, that the Eaft Cape is the Tfchukot- 
ikoi Nofs of the earlier Ruffian navigators* ; and, 
confequently, that the undefcribed coaft,'extend- 
ing from the latitude of 69° to the mouth of the 
Kovyma, muft confequently trend more or lefs 
towards the weft. As an additional proof of 
this, we may obferve, that Tfchukotlkoi Nofs 
is conftantly laid down as dividing the fea of 
Kovyma from that of Anadyr, which (we are of 
opinion) could not poffibly be, if any large cape 
had proje&ed to the north-eaft in the more ad¬ 
vanced latitudes. 

Another queftion arifing on this point, is, to 
what degree of northern latitude this coaft ex- 

* Wc mention the earlier Ruffian navigators, becaufe 
Beering, and, after him, the late Ruffian geographers, have 
affixed this appellation to the fouth-eaft cape of the penim 
fula of the Tfchutlki, which was formerly diftinguifhed by 
the name of the Anadirfkoi Nofs. 

Vox,. E tends. 
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tends, before it inclines more immediately to the 
weft. If the pofition of the mouth of the Ko- 
vyma, both with regard to its latitude and lon¬ 
gitude, were accurately afeertained, it might per¬ 
haps be eafy to form a plaufible conjefture upon 
this head. Captain Cook was always ftrongly 
induced to believe, that the northern coaft of 
Afia, from the Indigirka eaftward, has hitherto 
been ufually laid down above two degrees to the 
northward of its true fituation; and he has 
therefore, on the authority of a map that was in 
his pofleflion, and on the intelligence which he 
received at Oonalafhka, placed the mouth of the 
Kovyma, in his chart of the north-eaft coaft of 
Afia, and the north-weft coaft of America, in the 
latitude of 68°. Should the Captain be right in 
this conjefture, it is probable, for the reafons" 
which we have already ftated, that the coaft of 
Afia does not, in any part, exceed 70° before it 
trends towards the weft, and confequently, that 
we were within one degree of its north-eaftern ex¬ 
tremity. For if the continent be, imagined to 
extend any were to the north of Shelatlkoi Nofs 
it can fcarcely be fuppofed that fucli an intereft- 
ing circumftance would have been omitted by 
the Ruffian Navigators, who mention no remark¬ 
able promontory between the Anadyr and the 
Kovyma except the Eaft Cape._ Another par¬ 
ticular, which Peftineff relates, may, perhaps, 
be deemed a farther confirmation of this opinion, 

, namely 
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namely, that he met with no obftrudlion from icc 
in failing round the north-eaftern extremity of 
Afia; though he adds that this fea is not at all 
timesfo free from it; as indeed evidently ap¬ 
pears from his not fucceeding in his firft expe¬ 
dition, and, fince that, from the failure of Sha- 
lauroff, as well as from the interruptions and im¬ 
pediments we met with, in two fucceflive years, 
in our prefent voyage. 

That part of the continent, which is between 
Cape North, and the mouth of the Kovyma, is 
one hundred and twenty-five leagues in longitu¬ 
dinal extent. About a third of this diftance from 
the Kovyma eaftward, was explored in 1723, by 
Fedot AmoflToff, a Sinbojarjkoi of Jakutz, who in¬ 
formed Mr. Muller, that its direilion was eafter- 
ly. It has fince that time been furveyed, with 
fome degree of accuracy, by ShalaurofF, whofe 
chart makes it trend to the north-eaft by eaft, as 
far as Shelatlkoi Nofs, which he places at the 
diflance of about forty-three leagues to the eaft 
of the Kovyma. The fpace, therefore, between 
the Nofs and Cape North, upwards of eighty 
leagues, is the only part of the Ruffian dominions 
now remaining unafcertained. 

If the Kovyma, however, be erroneoufly laid 
down, in point of longitude as well as latitude, 
(a fuppofition by no means improbable) the ex¬ 
tent of the unexplored coaft will diminifh in pro¬ 
portion. The reafons which incline us to ima- 
E 2 gine. 
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gine, that in the Rufllan charts, the mouth of 
the river is placed confiderably foo far to the 
weft, are the following: firft, becaufe the ac¬ 
counts that have been given of the navigation of 
the Frozen Ocean, from that river, round the 
North-Eaftern extreme of Afia, to the gulf of 
Anadyr, do not agree with the fuppofed diftance 
between thofe places; fecondly, becaufe the dif¬ 
tance from the Anadyr to the Kovyma, over 
land, is reprefented by former Ruffian travellers 
as a journey of no very great length, and eafily 
perform,ed : thirdly, becaufe the coaft from the 
Shelatfkoi Nofs of Shalauroff appears to trend 
direftly fouth-eaft towards the Eaft Cape. If this 
be really the cafe, it may be inferred, that as 
we were, in all probability, not more than one 
degree to the fouthward of Shelatikoi Nofs, only 
fixty miles of the coaft of Afia are unafeertained. 

It is highly probable, that a north-weft paf- 
lage from the Atlantic into the Pacific Ocean does 
not exift to the fouthward of the fifty-fixth 
degree of latitude. If, therefore, a pafiTage really 
exifts, it muft certainly be either through Baffin’s- 
bay,orby the north of Greenland, in the weftern 
hemilphere; or in the eaftern, though the Frozen 
Sea, to the north of Siberia; and on whichever 
fide it is fituated, the navigator muft pafs through 
the ftraits diftinguifhed by the nanpiC of Beering’s 
Straits, The impra(ftica.bility of penetrating into 
the Atlandc Qcean on either fide,, through thefe 

ftraits. 
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il^ralts, is therefore all that now remains to be 
offered to the reader’s confideration. 

The fea to the northward of Beering’s Straits, 
was found by us to be more free from ice in 
Auguft than in July, and perhaps in fome part 
of September it may be ftill more clear of it. 
But, after the autumnal equinox, the length of 
the days diminilhes fo faft, that no farther thaw 
can be expedled; and we cannot reafonably at¬ 
tribute fo great an effect to the warm weather in 
the laft fortnight in the month of September, as 
to imagine it capable of difperfing the ice, froth 
the moft northern parts of the coaft of America. 
Admitting this, however, to be poffible, it muft 
at leaft be allowed, that it would be highly ad- 
fiird to attempt to avoid the Icy Cape by running 
to the known parts of Baffin’s Bay, (a diftance of 
about twelve hundred and fixty miles) in fo fhort 
a fpace of time as that paffage can be fuppofed. 
to remain open. 

There appears, on the fide of Afia, ftill lefs 
probability of fuccefs, not only from what came 
to our own knowledge, relative to the ftate of 
the fea to the fouthward of Cape North, but 
likewife from what we have gathered from the 
experience of the Lieutenants under the direction 
of Beering, and the journal of Shalaurofl', refpeft- 
ing that on the north of Siberia. 

The poffibility of failing round the north- 
eaftern extremity of Afia, is undoubtedly proved 

E 3 by 
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by the voyage of Defhneff, if its truth be ad¬ 
mitted ; but when we refleft, that, fince the time 
of that navigator, near a century and a half has 
elapfed, during which, in an age of curiofity and 
enterprize, no perfon has yet been able to follow 
him, we can entertain no very fanguine expedla- 
tions of the public benefits which can be derived 
from it. But even on the fuppofition, that, in 
fome remarkably favourable feafon, a veffel might 
find a clear paflage round the coaft of Siberia, and 
arrive in fafety at the mouth of the Lena, ftill 
there remains the Cape ofTaimura, extending 
to the feventy-dghth degree of latitude, which 
no navigator has hitherto bad the good fortune 
to double. 

Some, however, contend, that there are ftrong 
reafons for believing, that the nearer approach we 
make to the Pole, the fea is more clear of ice; 
and that all the ice we obferved in the lower lati¬ 
tudes , had originally been formed in the great rivers 
of Siberia and America, from the breaking up of 
which the intermediate fea had been filled. But 
even if that fuppofition be true, it is no lefs cer¬ 
tain that there can be no accefs to thofe open 
feas, uniefs this prodigious mafs of ice is fo far 
diflblved in the fummer, as to admit of a fhip’s 
making its way through it. If this be the real 
faft, we made choice of an improper time of 
the year for attempting to difeover this paflTage, 
which Ihould have been explored in the months of 

April 
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April and May, before the rivers were broken up. 
But feveral reafons may be alledged againft fuch 
a fuppolition. Our experience at Petropaulowfka, 
gave us an opportunity of judging what might 
be cxpefted farther horthward; and upon that 
ground, we had fome reafon to entertain a doubt, 
whether the two continents might not, during 
the winter, be even joined by the ice: and this 
coincided with the accounts we heard in Kamt- 
fchatfka, that, on the coaft of Siberia, the inha¬ 
bitants, in winter, go out from the fhore, upon 
the ice, to diftances that exceed the breath of 
the fea, in fome parts, from one continent to 
the other. 

The following remarkable particular is men¬ 
tioned in the depolition above referred to. Speak¬ 
ing of the land feen from theTfchutfki Nofs, it is 
faid, that, during the fummer, they fail in one 
day to the land in baidares, a kind of veflel formed 
of whale-bone, and covered with the fkins of 
fcals; and, in the winter, as they go fwift with 
rein-deer, the journey may alfo be performed in 
a day. A fatisfaiftory proof, that the two coun¬ 
tries were generally connedted by the ice. 

Muller’s account of one of the expeditions 
undertaken for the purpofe of difcovering a fup- 
pofcd ifland in the Frozen Ocean, is ftill more 
remarkable. His narrative is to the following 
purport. In 1714, a new expedition was pre¬ 
pared from Jakutzk, under the conduft of Alexei 
E 4 Markoff, 
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Markoff, who was to fet fail from the mouth of 
the Janaj and if the Schitiki were not well 
adapted for fea voyages, he was to build, at a 
convenient place, proper velfels for profecuting 
the difcoveries without any great rifque. Upon 
his arrival at Ufl-janlkoe Simovie, the port where 
he was to embark, he difpatched an account, 
dated the 2d of February, 151^,to the Chancery 
of Jakutzk, intimating that it was imprafticable 
to navigate the fea, as it was conftantly frozen 
both in winter and fummer;^ and that, confc- 
quently, the expedition could only be profecuted 
with fledges drawn by dogs^ He accordingly fet 
out in this maner, accompanied with nine per- 
fons, the 10th of March, in the fame year, and 
returned to Uft-Janfkoe Simovie on the 3d of 
the fueceeding month. The account of his 
journey is as follows; that, for the fpace of feven 
days, he travelled with as much expedition as his 
dogs could draw, (which, in good tracks, and 
favourable weather, is from eighty to a hundred 
werfts in a day) diredlly to the northward, upon 
the ice, without obferving any ifland : that he 
was prevented from proceeding farther, by the 
ice, which rofe like mountains in that part of the 
fea: that he liad afeended fome of the hills of 
jce,, whence he could fee to a great diftance around 
him, but could difeern no land: and that, at 
length, provifions for his dogs being deficient, 

many 
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many of them died, which reduced him to the 
neceffity of returning. 

Beiides the above-mentioned arguments, which 
proceed upon an admiffionofthe hypothcfis, that 
the ice in this ocean comes from the rivers, 
others may be adduced, which alford good reafon 
for fufpedting the truth of the hypothefis itfelf. 
Captain Cook, whofe opinion, with regard to 
the formation of ice, had originally coincided 
with that of the theorifts we are now endeavour¬ 
ing to confute, found fufficient grounds, in the 
prefent voyage, forchanginghis fentiments. We 
obferved, that the coafts of both continents were 
low, that the depth of water gradually decreafed 
towards them, and that a ftriking refemblance 
prevailed between the two ; from which circum- 
ftances, as well as from the defcription given by 
Mr. Hearne of the copper-mine river, we have 
room for conjeduring, that, whatever rivers may 
difcharge themfelves into the Frozen Ocean, from 
the continent of America are of a fimilar nature 
with thofe on the Afiatic fide ; which are faid to 
be fo fhallow at their entrance, as to admit only 
veffels of inconfiderable magnitude ; whereas, the 
ice feen by us, rifes above the level of the fea, to 
a height that equals the depth of thofe rivers; fo 
that its entire altitude mufi: be, at left, ten times 
greater. 

Another circumuancc will naturally offer itfelf, 
in this place, to our confidciation, which feems 

to 
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to be very incompatible with the opinion of thofc 
•whofuppofe that land isnecefl'^ry for the formation 
of ice; we mean, the different ftate of the fea 
about Spitfbergen, and of that which is to the 
northward of Beering’s Straits. It is incumbent 
on thofe philofophers to explain how it happens, 
that in the former quarter, and in the neighbour¬ 
hood of much known land, navigators annually 
penetrate to near eighty degrees of northern lati¬ 
tude ; whereas, on the other fide, no voyager has 
been able, with his utmoft efforts, to proceed 
beyond the feventy-firft degree ; where, more¬ 
over, the continents diverge nearly in the direc¬ 
tion of eaft and weft, and where there is no land 
yet known to exift in the vicinity of the pole. 
For the farther fatisfaftionof our readers on this 
fubje<ft, we refer them to Dr. Forfter’s “ Obferva- 
tions round the World,” where they will find the 
queftion, of the formation of the ice, difeuffed 
in a full and fatisfaftory manner, and the proba¬ 
bility of open polar feas, difproved by many 
forcible arguments. 

To thefe remarks, we fliall fubjoin a compara¬ 
tive view of the progrefs made by to Os the north¬ 
ward, at the two different feafons in which we 
were occupied in that purfuit; together with 
fome general obfervationsrefpeftingthe fea, and 
the coafts of the two continents, which lie to the 
north of Beering’s Straits. 


In 
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In the year 1778, we did not difcover the ice, 
till we advanced to the latitude of 70°, on the 
17th of Auguft; and we then found it in com¬ 
pact bodies, which extended as far as the eye 
could difcern, and of which the whole, or a part 
was moveable; fince, by its drifting down upon 
our fliips, we were almoft hemmed in between 
that and the land. After we had experienced, 
both how fruitlefs and dangerous it would be, to 
attempt to penetrate farther to the northward, 
between the land and the ice, we flood over to¬ 
wards the fide of Afia, between the latitudes of 
69° and 70°; after encountering in this tra£l very 
large fields of ice, and though the fogs, and 
thicknefs of the weather, prevented us from en¬ 
tirely tracing a connedledline ofit'acrofs, yet we 
were certain of meeting with it before it reached 
the latitude of 70°, whenever we made any at¬ 
tempts to Hand to the north. 

On the 26th of Auguft, in the latitude of 69°^, 
and the longitude of 184°, we were obftrufted by 
it in fuch quantities, that we could not pafs either 
to the north or weft; and were under tlie neceffity 
of running along the edge of it to the fouth- 
fouth-weft, till we preceived land, which proved 
to be the Afiatic coaft. With the feafon thus far 
advanced, the weatherfctting in with fnow and 
fleet, and other indications of the approach of 
winter, we relinquiflied our enterprize for that 
time. 


In 
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In our iecond attempt, we did little more than 
confirm the remarks made by us in the firft; for 
w^e never had an opportunity of approaching the 
continent of Afia higher than 67° of latitude, nor 
that of America in any parts, except a few leagues 
between the latitude of 68° and 68° 20', that we 
had not feen in the preceeding year. We now 
met with obftrudion from ice 3° ower; and our 
efforts to make farther progrefs to the northward, 
were chiefly confined to the middle fpace between 
the two coafts. We penetrated near 3° farther 
on the fide of America, than that of Afia, com¬ 
ing up'with the ice both years fooner, and in 
more confiderable quantities, on the latter coaft. 
As we advanced in our northerly courfe, we 
found the ice more folid and compadl ; however, 
as in our different traverfes from one fide to the 
other, we palled over fpaces which had before 
been covered with it, we imagined, that the 
greatefl part of what we faw was moveable. Its 
height, on a medium, we eftimated at eight or ten 
feet, and that of theheigheft atfixteen or eighteen. 
We again examined the currents twice, and found 
that they were unequal, though they never ex-*' 
ceeded one mile an hour. We likewife found 
the currents to fet different ways, but more from 
the fouth-weft than any other quarter; yet, what¬ 
ever their direftion might be, their efied was fo 
inconfiderable, that no conclufions, with refped 

to 
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10 the exiftence of any paflage towards the north, 
could poffibly be drawn from them. 

We found July infinitely colder than Auguft. 
The thermometer, in the firft of thefe months, 
was once at 28°, and very frequently at 30°; 
whereas, during the laft year, it was very un¬ 
common in Auguft, to have it fo low as the freez¬ 
ing point. In both feafons, we experienced fome 
high winds, all of which blew from the fouth- 
weft. Whenever the wind was moderate from 
any quarter, we were fubjed to fogs; but they 
were obferved to attend foutherly winds more: 
conftantly than others. 

The ftraits, between the American and Afiatic 
continents, at their neareft approach, in the lati¬ 
tude of 66°, were afertained by us to be thirteen 
leagues, beyond which they diverge to north-eaft 
by eaft, and weft-north-weft; and in the latitude of 
69°, their diftance from each other is about three; 
hundred miles. In the afped of the two coun¬ 
tries to the north of the ftraits, a great refem- 
blance is obfervable. Both of them are deftitute 
of wood. The ftiores are low, with mountains 
further inland, rifing to a great height. The 
foundings, in the mid-way between them, were 
twenty-nine and thirty fathoms, gradually de- 
Creafing as we approached either continent; w'ith 
this difference, however, that the water was fome- 
what Ihallower on the coafl. of America than on 
that of Afia,at anequal diftance from land. The 

bottom. 
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bottom, towards the middle, was a foft flimy 
mud ; and near either fhore, it was a brownifh 
fand, intermixed with a few fliells, and fmall 
fragments of bones. We found but little tide 
or current, and that little came from the weft. 

We will now refume the narrative of our voy¬ 
age,, which was continued till the gift of July ; 
on which day we had proceeded, at noon, eight¬ 
een leagues to the fouthward of the eaft cape. 
We had light airs from the fouth-weft till thefirft 
of Auguft, at noon, when our latitude was 64° 
23'', and our longitude 189° 15^; the Afiatic coaft 
extending from north-weft by weft, to weft half 
fouth, at the diftance of about twelve leagues, 
and the land to the eaftward of St. Lawrence 
bearing fouth half weft. 

On Monday the fecond, the weather being 
clear, we perceived the fame land at noon, ex¬ 
tending from weft-fouth-weft half weft to fouth- 
caft, and forming many elevated hummocks, 
which bore the appearance of feparate illands. 
The latitude, at this time, was 64° 3'', the longi¬ 
tude 189° 28^, and our foundings were feventeen 
fathoms. We were not near enough to this land 
to alcertain, whether, it was a group of illands, 
or only a Angle one. We had palTed its moft 
wefterly point in the evening of the third of July, 
which we then fuppofed to be the ille of St. 
Lawrence ; the eafternmoft we failed clofe by in 
September the preceding year, and this we deno¬ 
minated 
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minated Clerk’s Ifland; and found it compofed 
of a numer of lofty cliffs, connefted by very 
low land. Though thefe cliffts, the lafl year, 
were miftaken by us for feparate iflands, till we 
made a very near approach to the fhore, we are 
ftill inclined to conjefture, that the ille of St. 
Lawrence is diftind from Clerke’s Ifland, as 
there appeared betwixt them a confiderable fpace, 
where we did not obferve the leaft appearance of 
riling ground. In the afternoon, we likewife 
faw what had the appearance of a fmall ifland, to 
the north-eaft of the land that we had feen at 
noon, and which, from the thicknefs of the wea¬ 
ther, we only had fight of once. We fuppofed its 
diftance to be nineteen leagues from the ifland 
of St. Lawrance, in the diredion of north-eaft by 
eaft half eaft. 

AVe had light variable winds on the 3d, and 
fleered round the north-weft point of the ifle of 
St. Lawrence. The next day, at noon, our lati¬ 
tude was 64° S', longitude 188°; the ifland of 
St. Lawreuce bearing fouth one quarter eaft, at 
the diftance of feven leagues. 

In the afternoon, a frelh breeze arifing from 
the eaft, we fleered to the fouth-fouth-weft, and 
quickly loft fight of St. Lawrance. On Saturday 
the feventh, at twelve o’clock, the latitude was 
59° 38', and the longitude 183°. We had a calm 
in the afternoon, and caught a great number of 
cod, in feventy-eight fathoms of water. From 

thi 
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this period to the 17th, we were making the bell 
of our way towards the fouth, without any re¬ 
markable occurence, except that the wind blow¬ 
ing from the weft, forced us more to the eaftward 
than we wifhed, it being our intention to make 
Beering’s Iftand. 

On Thurfday the 17th, between four and five 
in the morning, we defcried land to the north- 
weft, which we could not approach, as the wind 
blew from that quarter. At mid-day, the lati¬ 
tude was 53° 49 , and the longitude 168° 5^. The 
land in view bore north by weft, at the diftance of 
twelve or fourteen leagues. This land we ima¬ 
gine to be the iftand Mednoi, which is placed in 
the Ruffian charts to the fouth-eaft of Beering’s 
Iftand. It is elevated land, and was at this time 
apparently free from fnow. We reckon it to be 
in the latitude of 54° 28 , and the longitude of 
167° 52''. We did not ftrike ground with one 
hundred and fifty fathoms of line. 

Captain Clerke being now no longer able to 
get out of his bed, fignified his defire, that the 
officers would receive their orders from Mr. 
King; and direfted that we fhould repair, with 
all convenient fpeed, to the bay of Awatlka. 
The wind continuing wefterly, wefteeredafouth- 
erly courfe, till early in the morning of the 19th ; 
when, after rain of a few hours continuance, it 
blew from the eaft, and increafed to a ftrong 
gale. We made the moft of it while it lafted, 
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by ftanding towards the weft, with all the fail we 
could bear. The next day, the wind varying to 
the fouth-weft, we fteered a weft-north-weft 
courfe. The latitude, at noon, was 53° and 
the longitude 162° 49ft On the 21ft, between 
five and fix in the morning, we perceived a very 
lofty peaked mountain on the coaft of Kamtf- 
chatka, known by the name of Chepoonlkoi 
Mountain, bearing north-weft-by-north, at the 
diftance of betweentwenty- five and thirty leagues. 
At noon the coaft was obferved to extend from 
north-by-eaft to weft, with a very great hazinefs 
upon it; and it was about twelve leagues diftant. 
We had light airs during the remainder of this, 
as well as the following day, and found no ground 
within one hundred and forty fathoms of line. 

At nine o’clock in the morning, on Sunday the 
2zd of Auguft, Capt. Charles Clerke expired, in 
the thirty-eighth year of his age. His death was 
occafioned byaconfumption,whichhadmanifeftly 
commenced before his departure from England, 
and of which he had lingered, during the whole 
continuance of the vo^mge. His very gradual 
decay, had for a long time rendered him a melan¬ 
choly objedl to his friends; but the firmnefs 
and equanimity with which he bore it, the con- 
ftant flow of good fpirits, which he retained even 
to the laft hour, and a chearful refignation to his 
fate, furniflied them with fome confolation. It 
was impoflible, not to feel an uncommon degree 
VoL. IV.-—N° 20. F of 
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of compafEon for a gentleman, who had experi¬ 
enced a feries of thofe difficulties and hardlhips, 
which muft be the inevitable lot of everyTeamen, 
and under which heatlaftfunk. He was bred to 
the navy from his youth, and had been in many 
engagements during the war which began in the 
year 1756. In the aftion between the Bellona 
and Courageux, he was ftationed in the mizcn- 
top, and was carried overboard with the mail; 
but was afterwards taken up, without having re¬ 
ceived the leaft injury. He was midfhipman on 
board the Dolphin, commanded by Commodore 
Byron, when Ihe firft failed round the world; and 
was afterwards on the American ftation. In the 
year 1768, he engaged in a fecond voyage round 
the world, in the fituation of mafter’s mate Of 
the Endeavour; and, during the expedition, fuc- 
ceeded to a lieutanancy. In the Refolution he 
made a third voyage round the world, in the ca¬ 
pacity of fecond lieutenant: and in a fhort time 
after his return, in 1775, he was appointed maf- 
tcr and commander. In the prefent expedition, 
he was appointed captain of the Difeovery, and 
to accompany Captain Cook. By the calamitous 
death of the other, he naturally fucceeded, as has 
been already related, to the chief coramandr 
•It would favour of injufticc and ingratitude to 
his memory, hot to mention, that, during the 
ffiort time he commanded the expedition, he was 
mofe remarkably zealous for its fuccefs. When 

the 
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the principal command devolved upon hiiri, his 
health began rapidly to decline; and he was un¬ 
equal in every refpeft, to encounter the feverity 
of a high northern climate. The vigour of his 
mind, however, was not, in the leaft, impaired 
by the decay of his body: and though he was 
perfectly fenfible, that his delaying to return to a 
warmer climate, was depriving himfelf of the 
only chance of recovery ; yet, fo attentive was he 
to his duty, that he was determined not to fuffer 
his own lituation to bias his judgment to the 
prejudice of the fervice: he therefore perfevered 
in the fearch of a paffage, till every officer in the 
expedition, declared they were of opinion it was 
impra( 5 ticable,and that any farther attempts would 
be equally hazardous and ineifeftual. 


F 3 
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CHAP. V. 

Return to Si. Peter and St, Paul—The Serjeant 
brings a Prejenf of Berries on Board for Captain 
Clerke—Several Officers promoted—Funeral of 
Captain Clerke^ and the Solemnities attending it 
—Repaired the Damages which :he Difcovery 
fujlained by the Ice—Various Occupations of the 
Ships Crews—Letter from the Commander of BoF 
eheretjk to Captain Gore—Supply of Flour^ Pitchy 
Tar, &c.r from a Ruffian Galltot, zvhich brought 
-a Reinforcement of Ruffian Soldiers—Account of 
a very remarkable Exile — Bear-hunting andfijh- 
ing—The Serjeant difgraced—The King^s Coro¬ 
nation Day celebrated—Vijited by the Commander 
—The Serjeanfs Ref oration—Promotion of a 
Ruffian Soldier at our Requefl—Dicipline of the 
RuJfiUn Army—Church at Paratounca defcribed 
—Manner of Bear-hunting—Cunous Particulars 
of the Bears and Kamtfchadales—Lnfcription 
to Captain Clerke^s Memory—Supply of Cattle 
received—Entertainments in Honour of the Em*- 
pfejs's Name-Day— Prefeni from the Commander 
—A Marine attempts to defert—AwatJka-Bay 
nautically and geographically defcribed. 

C APTAIN King fent a meflenger to Captain 
Gore, te acquaint him with the death of 
Captain Clerke, who brought a letter from Cap^ 

tain 
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tain Gore, containing an order for Captain King 
to exert his utmoft endeavours to keep in com¬ 
pany with the Difcovery, and, if a feparation 
ftiould happen, to repair, as foon as poffible to 
St. Peter and St. Paul. Our latitude, at noon, 
■was 53^^ 8 '' north, and our longitude i6o°4o'eaft; 
Cheepoonlkoi Nofs then bearing weft. In the 
afternoon, we had light airs, which continued till 
noon on the 23d; when, a frefh breeze fpringing 
up from the eaft, we fteered for the entrance of 
Awatlka-bay; which we faw about fix in the 
evening, bearing weft-north-weft, diftant about 
five leagues. At eight, the light-houfe, which 
now furnifhed a good light, was about three 
miles diftant, and bore north-weft-by-weft. It was 
now a perfed calm; but, as the tide was favour¬ 
able, the boats were fent a-head, and towed be¬ 
yond the narrow parts of the entrance. On the 
24th, at one in the morning, we dropped anchor, 
the ebb tide then fetting againft us. 

We weighed about nine o’clock, and went up 
the bay with light airs, which being afterwards 
fucceeded by a light beeeze, we anchored before 
three in the harbour of St. Peter and Sr. Paul ; 
having up our enfign half ftaff, as the body of 
pur late Captain was in the veffel; and the Dif¬ 
covery followed us in a very ftiort time. 

Soon after we had anchored, we were vifited by 
our old friend, the Serjeant, (ftill the command¬ 
ing officer of the place) who brought with him 

F 3 a pre- 
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a prefent of berries, intended for Captain Clerke. 
He was much alfedted at hearing of his death, 
and feeing the coffin wherein his body was de- 
pofited. As the deceafed Captain had particu¬ 
larly requefted to be buried on lliore, and gave 
the preference to the church at Paraiounca, we 
embraced this opportunity of confulting with 
the Serjeant, about the ncceffary fteps to be 
purfued upon the occafion. 

After much converfation on thisfubjeft, which 
was very imperfeftly carried on, for want of an 
interpreter, we gathered intelligence that de 
L’lfle, and fome other Ruffian gentlemen, who 
had died here, were buried near the barracks, at 
the ojlrog of St. Peter and St. Paul; and that 
this place would certainly be more eligible than 
Pas atounca, as the church was Ihortly to be re¬ 
moved thither. We, therefore, determined to 
wait the arrival of the Prieft of Paratounca, who 
w'as immediately to be fent for, as being the per- 
fon bell qualified to give us any information we 
required upon the fubjedl. The Serjeant, at the 
£in:e time, expreffed his intentions of fending an 
exprefs to the commander of Bolcheretlk, with 
intelligence of our arrival ; when Captain Gore 
begged to avail himfelf of that opportunity of con¬ 
veying a letter ij him, wherein he requefted tliat 
fixteen head of black cattle might be fent with 
ail poffible difpatch. And, as the commander 
was unacquainted with any language except his 

own, 
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own, the particulars of our requeft were com¬ 
municated to the Serjeant, who not only under¬ 
took to fend the letter, but alfo an explanation 
of its contents. 

It was a general remark among us that, though 
the face of the country had improved in its ap¬ 
pearance fince we had left it, the Ruffians looked 
even worfe than they did then. They made the 
very fame obfervation with refpect to us ; and, as 
neither party feemed pleafed with the difcovery, 
we mutually confoled ourfelves by calling the 
blame upon the country, whofe verdant and lively 
complexion, had occafioned an appearance of 
fallownefs on ou.r own. 

Though the eruption of the volcano was fo 
extremely violent when we quitted the bay, we 
were informed that no damage had been received 
from it here. Several Hones, hswever, that were 
as large as a goofe’s egg, had fallen at the qfiro£-. 
This was the principal news we had to enquire 
after, and all the intelligence they had to com¬ 
municate to us, excepting that of SopofnicoflPs 
arrival from Oonalalhka, who took charge of the 
pacquet fent by Captain Cook to the Admiralty, 
and which, we had the pleafure to find, had been 
forwarded. 

On the 25th of Auguft, in the morning. Cap¬ 
tain Gore, in confequence of the death of Cap¬ 
tain Clerke, made out the new commifions. He 
appointed himfelf to the command of the Refo- 

F 4 lution. 
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lution, and Mr. King to that of the Difcovery. 
Mr. Lanyan, who was mafter’s mate of the Re- 
folution, and who had been in that capacity in 
the former voyage, on board the Adventure, was 
appointed to the vacant lieutenancy. The fol¬ 
lowing arrangements were the confequence of 
thefe promotions. Lieutenants Burney and Rick- 
man(from the Difcovery)were appointed firft and 
fecond Lieutenants of the Rcfolution; and Lieu¬ 
tenant Williamfon, firft Lieutenant of the Dif¬ 
covery. Captain King, by the permiffion of 
Captain Gore, took in four midfhipmen, who 
had rendered themfelves ufeful to him in aftro- 
nomical calculations j and whofe affiftance was 
become the more neceffary, as we had not an 
ephemeris for the prefent year. And, that aftro- 
nomical obfervations might not be neglefted to 
be made in either fhip, Mr. Bayly took Captain 
King’s place in the Refolution. 

On the fame day, we were attended by the 
worthy Prieft of Paratounca. His expreffions of 
forrow, at the death of Captain Clerke, did 
honour to his feelings. He confirmed what the 
Serjeant had related with regard to the intended 
removal of the church, and afTured us the timber 
was adually preparing ,* but fubmitted the choice 
of either place entirely to Captain Gore. 

As the Difcovery had fulTered great injury 
from the ice, efpecially on the 23d of July, and 
had continued exceedingly leaky ever fince, it was 

apprehended 
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apprehended thatfome of her timbers might have 
ftarted ; the carpenters of the Refolution were 
therefore fent to affift thofe of the Difcovery in 
repairing her; and they accordingly began to 
rip the damaged fheathing from the larboard bow. 
It was difcovered, by this operation, that three 
feet of third ftrake were ftaved, and the tim¬ 
bers ftarted. To accommodate thofe who were 
to be employed on Ihore, a tent was eredled, 
and 'i party was fent into the country, north of 
the harbour, to fell timber. The obfervatories 
were placed at the weft end of the village, near 
which was ere&ed a tent, as an abode for the 
Captains Gore and King, 

As we proceeded to remove the ftieathing, the 
decayed ftate of the fhip’s hull became more and 
more apparent. Eight feet of a plank in the 
wale were fo exceedingly rotten, that we were 
obliged to fhift it the next morning. We were 
now totally at a ftand, as nothing could be found 
to replace it in either (hip, without cutting up a 
top-maft; which ought to be the laft expedient to 
have recourfe to. In the afternoon, the carpen¬ 
ters were difpatched in fearch of a tree of a proper 
fize for the purpofe. Fortunately theydifeovered 
a birch, which was pro}3ably the only one of 
fufficient magnitude in the whole neighbourhood 
of the bay, and which we had fawed down when 
we were laft here ; confequently it had the ad¬ 
vantage of being a little feafoned. This was 

prepared 
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prepared' on the fpot, and taken on board the 
Difcovery the next morning. 

The feafoh being now far advanced. Captain 
King was unwilling that any hindrance or delay 
fliould happen through him, to Captain Gore’s 
farther views of difcovery, and therefore ordered 
the carpenters to rip olF no more of the (heathing 
than Ihould be found abfolutely necelTary for re¬ 
pairing the damages occafioned by the ice. He 
was apprehenfive of their meeting with more de¬ 
cayed planks, which he thought had better re¬ 
main in that ftate, than have their places fup- 
plied with green birch, even fuppofing it could 
be procured. 

All hands were now fully employed in their 
feparate departments, that we might be perfedly 
ready for fea, by the time the carpenters had 
completed their bufinefs. Four men were fet 
apart to haul the feine for ftimon, which were 
caught in immenfe quantities, and were of a moft 
excellent quality. After the wants of both fhips 
were fufficiently fupplied, we daily faked down 
almoft a hoglhead. "We had four invalids, who 
were employed in gathering greens, and cooking 
for thofe who were on fliore. 'We alfo landed 
our powder in order to have it dried; and the 
blubber of the fea-horfes, with which both fhips 
had completely furnifned themfelves in our paf- 
fage to the north, was now boiled down for oil, 
and was become a very necefiary article, having 

long 
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longfince expended all our candles. The cooper 
was alfo employed in his department. 

Both fliips companies were tlsus fully engaged 
till Saturday afternoon, which was given up to 
every man (except the carpenters) to enable them 
to walh their linen, and get their clothes in toler¬ 
able order, that they might appear decently on 
the Sunday. 

On Sunday the 29th, in the afternoon, we per¬ 
formed the laft fad offices to Captain Clerke. 
The officers and crew of the tv/o veffels attended 
him in proceffion to the grave; the Ihips, at the 
fame time, tiring minute guns ; and, at the con- 
clufion of the fervice, three vollies were fired by 
the marines. The body was interred under a 
tree, which ftands on a little eminence in the 
valley north of the harbour, where the ftore- 
houfes and hofpital are fituated ; this being, as 
Captain Gore fuppofed, fuch a fituation as was 
inoft confonant to the withes of the dcceafed. 
The Prieft of Paratounca alfo recommended this 
fpot, imagining it would be very near the centre 
of the new church. This vvorthy paftor joined in 
the proceffion, walking with the gentleman who 
read the fervice. All the Ruffians in the garri- 
fon aflembled on the occafion, and refpecffully 
affifted in the folemnity. 

On Monday the 30th, the feveral parties re- 
affumed tneir refpedtive employments, as parti- 
ctdarly mentioned in the courfe of the preceding 

week ; 
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'week ; and on the 2d of September, the carpen¬ 
ters proceeded to rip off fuch of the fhcathing as 
had been injured by the ice, from the flarboard- 
fide; having firft fliifted the damaged planks, 
and repaired and caulked the Iheathing of the 
larboard bow. Four feet of a plank were dif- 
covered in the third ftrake under the wale, fp 
much Ihaken as to require to be replaced ; which 
was accordingly done ; and on the 3d, the (heath- 
ing was repaired. 

In the afternoon of the 3d, we gotfome ballafh 
on board; after which we unhung the rudder, 
and caufed it to be conveyed on Ihore, the lead 
of the pintles being much worn, and a confider- 
able part of the Iheathing rubbed off. The car¬ 
penters of the Refolution not being immediately 
wanted, this was put in proper order the next 
day; but finding the rudder immoderately heavy, 
(heavier indeed than that of the Refolution) we 
let it remain on Ihore to dry, and confequently 
to become lighter. 

An enfign arrived this day from Bolcheretlk, 
with a letter from the commander of that place 
to Captain Gore ; which we requtfi ed the Serjeant 
to perufe, and, by his affiftance, we at length 
underftood, that proper orders had been given 
refpefting the catde; and that in a few days we 
might exped; to fee them ; and that Captain 
Shmaleff, who fucceeded Major Behm in his 
command, would pay us a vifit immediately on 

the 
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the arrival of a floop which he expedled from 
Okotlk. The bearer of the letter was the fon of 
Captain Lieutenant Synd, who, about eleven 
years ago, was appointed to the command of an 
expedition of difeovery between Afia and Ame¬ 
rica, and now refided at Okotlk. He told us he 
was appointed to receive our direftions, and to 
fupply us with every thing that our fervice might 
require. That he Ihould remain with us, till it 
was convenient for the commander to leave Bol- 
cheretlk ; and then he was to return, or the gar- 
rifon would be without an officer. 

The Ruffians, in Kamtfchatka, could not fur- 
nifh us with a better account of Synd than Mr. 
Coxe has given us ; though they feemed entirely 
difpofed to communicate what they really knew. 
Major Behm could only give us this general in¬ 
formation, that the expedition had mifearried, 
and that the commander had been much cenfured. 
It was evident that he had been on the coaft of 
Africa, fouth of Cape Prince of Wales; and, as 
he was too far north to meet with fea-otters, 
which the Ruffians feem to have in view in all 
their attempts at difeoveries, it is probable, that 
his return without having made any, from whence 
commercial advantages might be reaped, was 
the caufe of his difgrace, and on that account 
his voyage is fpoken of with contempt by all the 
Ruffians. 
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But, to proceed; on the 5th of September, alf 
the parties that were on fhore returned to the 
Blip, and were employed in fcrubbing her bottom, 
and getting in fome fhingle ballaft. Two of our 
guns, which had been flowed in the fore-hold, 
we now got up, and mounted them on the deck, 
as we were ftiortly to vifit thofe nations, w'herc 
our reception would probably be regulated by 
the refpeftability of our appearance. On the 
8th, the Refolution hauled on fhore, in order to 
repair fome damages fhe had received from the 
ice in her cut-water; and our carpenters, in 
their turn, were ordered to affift her. 

We began, about this time, to make a flrong 
decoftion from a fpecies of dwarf pine, which is 
very plentiful in this country, judging it would 
hereafter be ufeful in making beer, and that 
we might perhaps be able to procure fugar, or a 
fubftitute for it, to ferment with it, at Canton. 
We knew, however, it would be an admirable 
medicine for the fcurv)'', and therefore were par¬ 
ticularly defirous of procuring a confiderable 
fupply; as mofl of the preventatives with which 
we had furnifhed ourfelves, were either con- 
fumed, or had lofl their efficacy through long 
keeping. When we had prepared about a hogf- 
head of it, the fhip’s copper was found to be 
remarkably thin, and that in many places, it 
was even cracked. This obliged us to defift, 

and 
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and orders were given that, for the future, it 
ihould be ufed as fparingly as poffible. 

Thofe who may hereafter be engaged in long 
voyages, would aft judicioufly if they provided 
themfelves with afpare copper j or, at leaft, they 
fliould be fully convinced that the copper, ufually 
furniflied, fliould be remarkably ftrong and 
durable. Thefe neceflfaiy utenfils are employed 
in fo many extra-fervices, particularly in that im¬ 
portant one of brewing aniifcorbutic decoftions, 
that fome fuch provifion feems abfolutely necef- 
fary ; and the former appears the more eligible, 
becaufe a much greater quantity of fuel would 
be conlumed in heating coppers that were very 
thick. 

On Friday the loth, the boats from both the 
{hips were ordered to tow a Ruffian galliot into 
the harbour, which had juft arrived from Okotfe. 
She had been no lefs than thirty-five days on her 
paffage, and, from the light-houfe, had been, 
obferved a fortnight before, beating up towards 
the mouth of the bay. The crew had, at that 
time, difpatched their only boat on Ihore, in 
order to procure water, which they were much in 
need of; but, the wind increafing, the boat was 
loft; the galliot was again driven to fea, and 
thofe on board fuffered inconceiveable hardfliips. 

On board this galliot there were fifty foldiers, 
their wives and children; they had alfo feveral 
palTengers, and their crew confifted of twenty- 

five ; 
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five ; making, in the whole, upwards of an hun¬ 
dred perfons; which, for a velTel of eighty tons, 
was a great number, efpecially as Ihe was heavily 
laden with flores and provilions. This galliot, 
and the floop which we faw here in May, are 
built in the manner of the Dutch doggers. 

Soon after the vefiel had come to anchor, we 
were vifited by a Put-parouchich, or Sub-lieu¬ 
tenant, who arrived in her, and who was fent to 
take the command of this place. Some of the 
foldiers, we were informed, were intended to re¬ 
inforce the garrifon ; and two pieces of cannon 
were brought on fhorc, to ferve as an additional 
defence of the town. P’rom thefe circumftances, 
it is pretty apparent that the Ruffian commanders 
in Siberia, had, from our vifiting this place, 
been induced to attend to the defencelefs fitua- 
tion of it; and the honeft Serjeant Ihrewdly 
obferved, that, as we had found the way 
thither, others might do the fame, who might 
not be fo welcome as ourfelves. 

Having repaired the damages which the Refo^ 
lution had fuffered by the ice, flie hauled off from 
the Ihore the next morning; and, in the courfe 
of the day, we got forae pitch, tar, cordage, 
and twine from the galliot. Their fcanty ftore 
rendered them unable to fupply us with canvafs, 
and they could not comply with our application 
•for that article. She furniflicd us, however, with 
an hundred and forty jk-ins of flour, amounting 
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to 13, 782 Englifti pounds. Till this day, we 
had a Continual courfe of dry weather, but now 
a heavy rain fucceeded, attended with ftrong 
fqualls of wind, which occafioned us to ftrike 
our yards and top-mafts. 

Sunday the 12th, was a day of reft; but, as 
the weather continued foul, our men could not 
employ themfelves in gathering the berries which 
grew in fuch vaft quantities about the coaft, or 
amufe themfelves by any other paftime on ftiore. 
Enfign Synd left us this day to return to Bolche-> 
retlk, with the remainder of the foldiers who had 
arrived in the galliot. While he remained here^ 
he had been our conftant gueft; and, on his 
father’s account, we thought him in fome degree 
belonging to us; and, as one of the family of 
difcoverers, entitled to a lliare of our efteem. 

The Serjeant, as being commander of the 
place, had hitherto been admitted to our tables; 
and his company was additionally welcome to us, 
becaufe he was fenfible and quick in his con¬ 
ceptions ; and comprehended, better than any 
other perfon, the few Ruffian words that we had 
acquired. Whilft Enfign Synd remained among 
us, he very politely fuffered him to enjoy the 
fame privileges; but, when the new commander 
arrived from Ofcoifk, the Serjeant, for what caufe 
we did not underftand, fell into difgrace, and 
was no longer permitted to fit in the company of 
his own officers. Our endeavours to obtain in- 
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dnlgence for him, we perceived would have bests 
ineffeftual; for, though it would have bcer^ 
highly agreeable to us, it was, perhaps, incom¬ 
patible with their difeipline. 

On the 14th we had completed the ftowage of 
the holds, got our wood and water on board, and 
were ready for fea ata day’s notice. But, it Ihould 
be obferved, that, though every thing on board 
was in this degree of readinefs, we could not 
think cf taking our departure, becaufe the cattle 
were not yet arrived from Verchnei ; and frelh 
provifions were now become the moil important 
article of our wants, and effentially neceffary for 
preferving the health of our people. As there 
was a profpetfl of fine weather, this was confidered 
as a favourable opportunity of engaging in fome 
amufement on (bore, and acquiring fome little 
knowledge, of the country. A party of bear¬ 
hunting was therefore propofed by Captain Gore, 
and the propofal was readily acceded to. 

, On Friday the 17th, we fet out on this expe¬ 
dition ; which was deferred till that day, in order 
to give a little reft to the Hofpodin Ivalkin, a 
new acquintance who had arrived here on Wed- 
nefday, and who was to be of our party. Major 
Behm had defired this gentleman, who ufually 
refides at Verchenei, to attend us on our return to 
the, harbour, and aflifi: us as an interpreter ; and, 
from what we had heard of him before his arri¬ 
val, our curiofity tp fe« him was much excited. 

_ - . He 
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He is allied to a confiderable family in 
Ruffia, and his father was a general in the fervice 
of the etnprels. He received his education 
partly in Germany, and partly in France ; he had 
been page to the emprefs Elizabeth,and bore an 
enfign’s commiffion in her guards. At fixteen 
years of age he was knowted, had his nofe flit, 
and was baniflied to Siberia. He was afterwards 
tranfported to Kamtfchatka, and had then re- 
fided there thirty-one years. His perfon was tail 
and thin, and his vifage furrowed with deep 
wrinkles. Old age was ftrongly depidled in his 
whole figure, though he had hardly entered his 
fifty-fourth year. 

Great was our difappointment when we dif* 
covered, that he had fo totally forgotten the 
French and German languages as not to be able 
to fpeak a fingle fentence, nor readily to com¬ 
prehend any thing that was faid to him in either 
of thofe languages. Thus were we unfortunately 
deprived of what we expefted would have fur- 
nifhed a favourable opportunity of acquiring fur¬ 
ther information refpeiting this country. We 
alfo promifed ourfelves much fatifadlion in hear¬ 
ing the hiftory of this extraordinary man, which 
he might, perhaps, beinducedtorelatetoftrangers 
who could probably be ferviceable to him, but 
who could not be fuppofed to take advantage 
from what he might fay, to his prejudice. 

G 2. 
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The caufetjf his-baliifhment remained a fecret 
to every one in this countryj but it was generally 
fuppofed he had been guilty of feme atrocious 
offence; efpecialJy as feveral of the commanders 
of Karatfchatka have exerted their intereft to- 
get him recalled^ in the reign of the prefent 
eniprefs; but, fo far from getting him recalled, 
they were not able to obtain a change of his place 
of banifhment. He allured us that, for twenty 
yearsj he had' not tafted a morfel of bread, nor 
had been allowed any kind of fubfiftence i but 
had lived, all tliat time with the Karatfchadales, 
on what-he had procured from the chace by his 
own adlivity and toil. Afterwards a fmall pen- 
fion was allowed him, and his fituation has been 
rendered much lefs intolerable, liace Major Behm 
was appointed to the command.. Being taken 
notice of by fo refpedlable a charafter, who often 
invited him to become his others were 

induced to follow his example. The Major had 
alfo occafioned his penlion to be increafed to a 
hundred roubles'a year, which is an enfign’spay 
in every other part of the emprefs’s dominions, 
but, in this province, all the officers have double 
pay. MSgor Behm informed us that he had ob¬ 
tained permiffion for him to go to Okotlk, where 
he was to refide in future; but that, it prefent, 
he fhould leave him behind, as he might pro¬ 
bably be ufcful’^to us as an interpreter, on our 
ceturn to the bay. 

Ordets 
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Orders having been given to the firft lieute¬ 
nants of both Slips, that the rigging (hould be 
repaired as far as the late Itipply of ftores would 
permit, we proceeded on our hunting party, con¬ 
ducted by the corporal ofehe Kamtfcfeadales; but^ 
previous to our looking out for game, we pro¬ 
ceeded to the head of Behm’s Harbour, which 
is an inlet on the weft fide of the bay. This 
having been a favourite place of Major Behm’s, 
we had named it after that officer, though by the 
natives it is called Tareinika. 

As we advanced towards this habour, we faw 
the Toion of St. Peter and St. Paul, in a canoe 
having with him his wife and two children, and 
another inhabitant of Kamtfchatka. He had juft 
killed two feals on an ifiand in the entrance of the 
harbour, and was returning home with them, 
well as with a large quantify of berries which he 
had gathered. The wind having veered to the 
ibuth-weft, in purfuance of his advice we now 
changed our route, and, inftead of proceeding 
up the harbour, took a northerly courfe towards 
a pool of water, at a fmall diftance fiom the 
mouth of the river Paratounca, which was much 
frequented by the bears. 

As foon as we had landed, the wind unfortu¬ 
nately veered to the eaftward, anchonce more de- 
ftroyed our hopes of meeting with any game ; 
the Kamtfchadales having often allured us, that 
jthere was no probability of finding any bears, 
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as we were to the windward ; thofc ariimafs be- 
ing pofleffcd of extraordinary acutenels in {cent- 
ing their purfuers, which, under fuch circum- 
{lances, enabled them to avoid danger. We 
therefore returned to the boat, and, having pro¬ 
vided a tent for that purpofe, pafTed the night 
upon the beach. Tlie next day, deing govern¬ 
ed by the opinion of our guides, we corfl'ed the 
bay, and proceeded to the head of Rokoweena 
Harbour; where we fecured our boats, and af¬ 
terwards went on foot with all our baggage. 

Having walked about five or fix miles, we ar^ 
rived at the fea-fide, three miles north of the 
light-houfe head. From hence, a continued nar¬ 
row border of level ground adjoining to the fea, 
extended itfelf towards Chepoonfkoi Nofs as far 
as we could fee. It is entirely covered with heath, 
and produces berries in great abundance, efpe- 
cially thofe which are called crow and partridge 
berries. 

We were told, that there was almofta certain¬ 
ty of finding a number of bears, feeding upon 
thefe berried ; but, as the weather was fhowery, 
it was unfavourable to us. Accordingly, how¬ 
ever, wc ptirfued our courfe along the plain ; 
and, though feveral bears were feen at a diftance, 
we could not, by any means, get within fhot of 
them. This diverfion was therefore dJianged to 
that of fpearingfalmon, which we faw in throngs, 
driying through the furf into a fmall river. Here 
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uc could not help remarking the inferiority of the 
Kamtfchadalcs, at this kind of fifliing, to the har 
tives of Oonalafhka; neither were their inftru- 
ments, though pointed with iron,near fo welladapt- 
ed to the purpofe, nor fabricated with that neat- 
nefs, which thofc of the Americans tver.e, though, 
only pointed with bone> On alking the caufe of 
this inferiority, we were informed by the corpora!, 
w’ho had long refided among the Americans, that 
formerly the natives of Kamrfchatka ufed fuch 
darts and fpears as thofe of the Americans, and, 
like theirs, headed and barbed with bone, and 
v/ere as dexterous as the latter in the manage¬ 
ment of them. We could not fufficieatly under- 
ftand each other to difeover the realcaule of this 
change, but fuppede it may be the effefl of an 
imperfeeft flate of improvement. Fortunately, 
however, the water afforded us a little provifion; 
for ill fuccefs had not only attended us in the 
chace by land, but we had failed in our expefta- 
tions of fliooting wild-fowl, after having almoft 
depended upon a fupply of them for our fubfift- 
ence; and, on its failure, began to think it almoft 
time to return to our head-quarters. 

The Kamtfchadales who attended us, at length 
discovered, that otir not meeting with game was 
odcaffioned by our going in too large a party, and 
hty the unavoidable noife that was the natural 
cbnfequence pf it. This judicious remark in- 
duted usxofeparate; Captain King, Ivafkin, and 
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the corporal, forming one party; the other con* 
filling of Captain Gore, and the reft of the com¬ 
pany. We paffed the night under our tent, and, 
on the morning of the 19th, fet out by different 
routes, in order to make a kind of circuit round 
the country, and meet at St. Peter and St. Paul. 

Captain King, and his party, took the couirfe 
of the river, at whofe mouth he had fiftied for 
the falmon ; and, after being completely foaked 
with heavy rains the whole morning, they took 
Iheker, about three in the afternoon, infomeold 
balagans, which were the remains of a Kamtf- 
chadale village, without having fecn a fingle bean 
in their long and tedious journey. 

At firft we feemed inclined to continue here all 
night, that we might refume the chafe early in 
the morning; but, as the weather began to clear, 
and a frefh breeze fprung up from a quarter hof- 
tile to our defigns, the Hofpodin, whom former 
feverities had rendered uftable to endure fatigue, 
and who was now more particularly diftreffed 
from haying his fnuff-box exhaufted of its con-, 
tents, grew yery importunate with us to re¬ 
turn home. The old corporal was extremely un¬ 
willing to confent, alledging, that we were at a 
confiderable diftance from the harbour, and that 
the badnefs of the way would probably hinder us 
from coinpleating our journey, before night had 
overtaken us. Ivailcin’s entreaties, however, at 
length prevailed, and the corporal conducted 115 
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by the fide of feveral fmall lakes, which are pretty 
numerous in the flat part of this country. They 
are from half a mile to two miles long, and ge¬ 
nerally about half a mile in breadth. The water 
in them is very clear and frefli, and they aboun4 
with red-coloured fifli, not unlike a fmall falmon, 
both in lhape and fize. The margins of thefe 
lakes iyere ufuaUy covered with half-eaten fifli, 
being fragments left by the bears, which occafi- 
oned a moft intolerable ftench. We frequently 
arrived at places which had juft been quitted by 
the bears, but were never able to come within 
reach of them. 

At night we reached the Ihips, after having 
been full twelve hours upon our legs. Poor Ivaf- 
kin leemed perfedlly overcome with fatigue, and 
was probably the more fenfibly affedted by it, for 
want of a fupply of fnuff; for, alnioft at every 
ftep, his hand funk mechanically into his pocket, 
and inftantly rofe again with his huge empty box. 
Juft as we arrived at the tent, the weather be¬ 
came exceedingly rough and wet, and we con¬ 
gratulated ourfelves on our not having ftaid 
another day from our general rendezvous. The 
Hofpodin’s box was immediately replenilhed, 
and, regaling upon a good fupper, we forgot the 
fatigues and dilappointments of our journey. 

The next day (Monday the 20th) we received 
the difagreeable intelligence, that our friend, the 
IVrjeanr, had fuffered corporal punifliment, which 
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had been infii£led on him by command of the old 
Pui-parouehick. None of us could learn the caufe 
of his difpleifure; but it was fuppofed to have 
arifen from fome little jealoufy, which had been 
excited by our civility to the former. Imagi- 
ing, however, that the offence, whatever it might 
be, could not merit a chaftifement fo difgrace- 
ful, we v/ere both forry and angry at what had 
happened. The friendly and familiar terms on 
wdiich we had Hved with him, and the efteem we 
were known to entertain for him, made the af¬ 
front appear perfonal to ourfelves. For we had 
confulted the worthy Major Behm, who was like- 
wife the ferjeant's friend, how we could render 
him fome fervice, for the excellent order he had 
preferved in the ojiro^ during our ftay, and for 
his extreme readinefs to oblige us, upon every 
occafion that prefented itfelf. The Major faid, 
a lettenof recommendation to the Governor Gc^ 
neral, would probably have a good effeft; Cap¬ 
tain Clerke accordingly had given him. one, 
which, together with his own reprefentations, he 
fully expefted would get the ferjeant advanced 
in his profeffion. 

Wewereunw'illing to remonftrate on this fub- 
je£t, till Captain Shinaleff fhould arrive. In.- 
deed, our very imperfeft’knowledge of the Ian- - 
guage, would not permit us to enter into any dif- 
Cuffion upon this bufinefs. But, when we were 

next • 
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fiext vifited by the Put-parouchick, the coolnefs of 
our reception muft fully have teftified our chagrin. 

On Wednefday, the 2 2d of September, being 
the anniverfary of the coronation of George the 
Third, we fired twenty-one guns; and, in ho¬ 
nour of the day, prepared as elegant a feaft as our 
lituation would allow of. The arrival of Captain 
Shmalelf was announced the very moment we 
were fitting down to dinner. We were equally 
pleafed and furprized at this intelligence. Firft, 
becaufc he came fo opportunely to take a lharc 
in the feftivity of the day; and, in the next 
place, having lately been informed that the ef- 
fedtsof afevere illnefs had rendered him unequal 
to the journey.' We had the fatisfadlion to hear 
that this had been merely an excufe; that, know¬ 
ing we were diflrefled for tea, fugar, &c. he was 
hurt at the idea of coming empty-handed, and 
therefore had deferred his fetting out, impatient¬ 
ly waiting for the arrival of a floop from Okotfk i 
but hearing no intelligenee of her, and fearing 
we fhould fail before he had vifited us, he was 
refolved to-profecute the journey, though he had 
nothing to prefent to us but apologies for the 
poverty of Bolcheretlk. 

He told us, at the fame time, that the reafon 
of our not having received the black cattle, 
which we had requefted to be fent down, was, 
that the heavy rains at Verchnei, had abfolutely 
prevented their fetting out. So much polirenefs 

and 



92 


A VOYAGE TO THE 


and generOiity demanded the beft anfwer we were 
capable of making; and he was, the next day, 
faluted with eleven guns, on coming on board 
the Rofolution: famples and fpecimens of our 
curiofities were then prefented to him ; to which 
Captain Gore added a gold watch, and a fowling- 
piece. He was entertained on board the Difco- 
very the next day, and on the 25th, he returned 
to ^Icheretlk. 

No entreaties could prevail on him to extend 
his vifit, having, as he affured us, fome expec¬ 
tations that the lub-governor-general would ar¬ 
rive in the Hoop which he expedled from Okotlk, 
as he was then on a tour through all the provinces 
of the governor general of Jakutlk. Without 
any application from us, he re-ihftated the fer- 
jeant in his command, before his departure., 
.having refolved to take the Put-parouchick. with 
him. We alfo underftood, that he was much 
offended with him for punifhing the ferjeant, as 
there did not appear to be the llightefl: grounds 
for inflicting fuch chaflifement. 

Encouraged by the Captain’s great readinefs 
to oblige us, we ventured to requeft a fmall fa¬ 
vour for another inhabitant of Kanjtfcbatka. It 
was to requite an honeft old foldier, who kept a 
kind of open boufc for the inferior officers, and 
who had done a thoufand good offices, both for 
them and the whole crew. The Captain obliging¬ 
ly complied vvith our wifhes, and dubbed him 
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inftantly a corporal; telling him, at the fame 
time, to thank the Englifh oiScers fop his very 
great promotion. 

It may not here be unneceffary to remark, that 
the lower clafs of officers in the Ruffian army, 
have a greater pre-eminence above the private 
men than thofe in the Britilh fervice can poffibiy 
conceive. It was, indeed, a matter of aftonilh- 
ment to us, to fee a ferjeant affume all the ftate, 
and exad as much homage from thofe beneath 
him, as though he had been a field officer. Be- 
fides, there are feveral gradations of rank a- 
tnongft them, of which other countries are whol- 
ly ignorant; there being no lefs than foiur inter¬ 
mediate fteps between a ferjeant and a private 
foldier; and many confideraWe advantages may 
probably arHe from this fyfleni. Subordinate 
ranks in the fea fervice, are known to produce 
tlie moft falutary effe< 51 :s, by creating emulation; 
and the officers of fuperior rank are therebv 
enabled to beftow an adequate reward on almoJt 
every poffible degree of merit. 

The difcipline of the Ruffian army, though, 
fo extremely remote from the feat orgovernmcRr, 
"is remarkable for its ftridlnefs and fdverity; not 
exempting even the commiffioned officers. Im- 
prifonment, and bread and water diet, is the pu- 
niflimentof the latter for inconfiderabje offences. 
A good friend of ours, ^vho was as an enfign in chi's 
place, informed us, that the punilhroenr he re¬ 
ceived: 
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ceived for having been concerned in a drunken 
frolic, was three months impriforiment in the 
black hole, with bread and water pnly for his 
fubfiftence; which fo affedled his whole nervous 
fyftem, that he has never fince enjoyed a fiifficient 
flow of fpirits to qualify him for a convivial 
meeting. 

Captain King attended Captain ShmalefF as far 
as the entrance of Awatlka river, and having 
taken leave of him, embraced that opportunity 
of vifiting the prieft of Paratounca. He attend¬ 
ed him to church on Sunday the 26th, when his 
whole congregation confifted of his own family, 
three meOj and the fame number of boys, who 
affifted in the finging; and the whole of the fer- 
vice was performed with great folemnity and de¬ 
votion. 

Though the church is built of wood, it i^' 
much faperior to any building either in this 
town, or in that of St. Peter and St. Paul. Among 
the feveral paintings with which it is ornament¬ 
ed, arc two piftures of St. Peter and St. Paul, 
which were prefented by Beering; and which 
might vie with the firft European performances 
in the intrinlfc riches of its drapery; the prin-- 
cipal parts of it being compofed of thick plates 
of real folid lilver, fo falhioned as to imitate the 
foldings of the robes which decorate the figures, 
and fixed upon the capvafs. 


Another 
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Another hunting party was fet on foot the next 
day, when Captain King fubmitted himfelf to 
the diredlion of the parifh clerk, who had ac¬ 
quired great reputation as a bear-huntei;. About 
fun-fet they arrived at one of the larger lakes, 
where it was deemed neceffary to conceal them- 
felves as much as poflible : this was eafily effedl- 
ed among fome long grafs 'and brulh-wood, of 
which there was great plenty near the water’s edge. 
We had not been long in this lituation, before 
qur ears were agreeably faluted with the growl¬ 
ing of bears, in almoft every quarter round about 
us; and we foon had the pleafure of beholding 
one of them in the water, fwimming in a dire<S 
courfe to where we lay concealed. At this time 
the moon ftione, fo as to afford a confiderable 
light; and, as the animal advanced towards us, 
three of us fired at it almoft at the fame inftant. 
Immediately the bead turned Ihort upon one fide, 
and fet up a moft horrible noife; which was nei¬ 
ther yelling, growling, not roaring, but a very 
extraordinary mixture of the whole three. 

We could eafily perceive that the animal was 
feverely wounded, and that it reached the bank 
with difficulty ; whence it retreated to fome thick 
buflies not far diftant, ftill continuing to maKS 
that dreadful noife. The Kamtfchadales fup-' 
pofed it to be mortally wounded, and that it 
could proceed no farther ; butjtidged it an aift ’ 
qf imprudence to atljempt to roufe it again im- 
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mediately. It was then after nine o’clock J and, 
as the night became over-call, and a change of 
weather was to be apprehended, we thought it 
advifeable to return home, and wait till morning 
.for the gratification of our curiofity; when we 
accordingly repaired to the fpot, and found the 
bear dead from the wounds it had received. It 
was a female, and larger than the ordinary fize. 
.But, as this account of our hunting party may 
convey a wrong idea of the method ufually pur- 
fued in this fport, a few words may be neceffary 
to be added on this fubjedl. 

The natives generally contrive to reach the 
ground, frequented by the bears, about fun-fet. 
Their firft bufinefs, when they arrive there, is to 
look out for their tracks, and to attend particu¬ 
larly to the frelheft of them; always paying a 
regard to the fit'uation with refped to conceal¬ 
ment, and raking aim at the animal as it paffes 
by, or as it advances or goes from them. Thefe 
tracks are numerous between the woods and the 
lakes, and are often found among the longfedgy 
grafs and brakes on the margin of the water. 
Having determined upon a convenient fpot for 
concealment, the hunters fix their crutches in 
the ground, on which they reft their firelocks, 
pointing them in a proper direction. They af¬ 
terwards kneel or lie down, as the circumftances 
9f their fituationsmay require ; and, having their 

bear- 
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bear-fpears in readinefs by their fide, wait the 
arrival of their game. 

Thefe precautions are extremely neceffary, on 
many accounts, that the hunters may make fure 
of their mark : for the price of ammunition is fo 
high at Kamtfchatka, that the value of a bear 
will not purchafe more of it than will load amuf- 
quet four or five times. It is much more mate¬ 
rial on another conlideration; for, if the firfi; 
Ihot fhould not render the animal incapable of 
purfuit, fatal confequences too frequently enfuej 
The enraged beaft makes immediately towards 
the place from whence the found and fraoke iffue, 
and furioufly attacks his adverfaries. Thev have 
not fufficient time to re-load their pieces, as the 
bear is feldom fired at till he comes within the 
diftance of fifteen yards ; therefore, if he fhould 
not happen to fall, they immediately prepare to 
receive him .upon their fpears ; their fafety de¬ 
pending, in a great meafure, on their giving him 
a mortal ftab as he advances towards them. Should 
he parry the thruft, (which thefe animals are 
fometimes enabled to do, by the ftrength and 
agility of their paws) and break in upon his op¬ 
ponents, the conflidl becomes dreadful, and it is 
feldom that the lofs of a fingle life will fatisfy 
the beaft’s revenge. 

The bufinefs or diverfion of bear-hunting, is 
particularly dangerous at two feafons of the year: 
in the fpring, when they firft iffue from their 
VoL. IV. N°20. H 
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caves, after having fubfifted the whole winter 
(as it is here pofitively afferted) folely on fuck¬ 
ing their paws; and efpecially if the froft (hould 
continue to be fevere, and the ice in the lakes is 
not broken up; as they cannot then have recourfe 
to their cuftomary and expefted food. Thus 
becoming exceedingly familhed, they grow fierce 
and favage in proportion; purfuing the inhabi¬ 
tants b}'^ the fcent; and, prowling about at a 
diftance from their ufual tracks, dart upon them 
unawares. Under thefe circumftances, as the 
natives have no idea of Ibooting flying, or even 
running, or in any manner without refting their 
piece, they often fall a facrifice to their rapacity. 
The time of their copulation, is the other dan¬ 
gerous feafon to meet with them; and that is 
ufually about this time of the year. 

We have already mentioned a remarkable in- 
ftance of natural affedtion in thefe animals. Many 
of afimilar nature, and equally affedling, are fre¬ 
quently related by the Kamtfchadales; who, from 
this circumftance, derive confiderable advantage 
in hunting. They never prefume to fire at a 
young bear, if the dam is upon the fpot; for, if 
the cub fhould happen to be killed, fhe becomes 
enraged to an immoderate degree; and, if (he 
can only obtain a fight of the often'der, flic is, fure 
to be revenged of him, or die in the attempt. 
On the other hand, if the mother fliould befliot„ 
the cubs continue by her fide after fhe has been 

a long 
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a long time dead; exhibiting, by the moft af- 
feding geftures and motions, the moft poignant 
afilidion. The hunters, inftead of commiferating 
their diftreffes, embrace thefe opportunities of 
deftroying them. If the veracity of the Kamtft 
chadales is to be depended on, the fagacity of 
the bears is as extraordinary as their natural af- 
fedion. 

Innumerable are the ftories which they relate 
to this effed. One remarkable inftance, how¬ 
ever, we cannot avoid mentioning, as it is ad¬ 
mitted among the natives as a well-attefted fad. 
It is the ftratagem they put in pradice to catch 
the bareins, which run too fwift for them to ex- 
ped fuccefs in purfuing them. Thefe animals 
herd together in great numbers, and their ufual 
haunts are low grounds, at the feet of rocks and 
precipices, where they delight in browfing. The 
bear purfues them by the fcent, til! he obtains 
a view of them; and then advances warily, keep¬ 
ing in a fituation above them; at the flirae time 
concealing himfelf among the rocks as he ap¬ 
proaches, till he is almoft immediately over them, 
and near enough to carry his purpofe into*execu- 
lion. Then, with his paws, he pufhes down 
large pieces of the rock amongft the herd below. 
If he preceives that he has fucceeded in maiming 
any of the flock, he immediately purfues them, 
and according to the injury the poor bareins have 
received, he either proves fuccefsful in overtak- 
H 2 ing 
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ing them, or they efcape by the rapidity oftheif 
flight. 

The Kamtfchadales acknowledge infinite obli¬ 
gations to thebearsjfor all the littleprogrefstbey 
have hitherto made, as well in the fciences as the 
polite arts. They confefs therafelves indebted 
wholly to thole animals for all their knowledge; 
in phyflc and furgery; that, by obferving what 
herbs they have applied to the wo’unds they have 
received, and what methods they have purfued 
when they were languid and out of order, they 
have acquired a knowledge of moft of thofe 
fimples which they have now recourfe to, either 
as external or internal applications. But, the 
moft lingular circumflance of all is, that they ad¬ 
mit the bears to be their dancing-mafters ; though 
the evidence of our own fenfes places this matter 
beyond all difpute; for, in the bear-dance of the- 
Kamtfchadales, every gefture and attitude pecu¬ 
liar to that animal, was faithfully exhibited. All 
their other dances are fimilar to this in many 
particulars, and thofe attitudes are thought to 
come the neareft to perfeftion, which moft re- 
femble the motions of the bear. 

On the 28th of September, Captain King re¬ 
turned to the llrips, not a little plcafed with his 
excurfion, as it gave him an opportunity of fee¬ 
ing a part of the country, and of obferving the 
adlionsof the Kamtfchadales when they were un¬ 
der 
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der no r-eftraint, which evidently was not the cafe 
when they were in the company of the Ruffians. 

Nothing worth mentioning occurred till the 
30th, when Captain Gore went to Paratounca, 
in order to have an efcutcheon put up in the 
church, which had been prepaired by Mr. Web¬ 
ber. ft had an infcription on it, mentioning 
Captain Clerk’s age and rank, and the nature of 
the expedition which he commanded at the time 
of his deceafe. To the tree, under which he w'as 
interred, a board was affixed with a fimilar in¬ 
fcription on it. 

Captain Gore, before his departure, ordered 
Captain King to get the Ihips out of the harbour, 
that they might be in readinefs to fail. This, 
however, was prevented, by a violent gale of 
wind on the ift ofOdober, which continued the 
whole day; but, on the ad, both the veffels 
warped out of the harbour, and anchored in feven 
fathoms water, about aquarter of a mile from the 
cjlrog. The day before we quitted the harbour 
the cattle from Verchnei arrived; and, that the 
men might have the full enjoyment of this fea- 
fonable fupply, by eating it.whilft it was freffi. 
Captain Gore determined to ftay in the fame fta- 
tion five or fix days longer. 

This time was far from being mifapplied,for 
the pumps, fails, and rigging of each fhip re¬ 
ceived an additional repair. Captain King, hav-* 
ing obtained permiffion to ufe the copper belong- 

H 3 ing. 
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ing to the Refolution, and being fupplied with 
molaffcs by Captain Gore, was enabled to brew a 
fufficient quantity of beer to laft the crew a fort¬ 
night, and to make ten additional puncheons of 
ftrong fpruce eflence. This fupply was the more 
acceptable, as our laft calk of fpirits was now 
ferving out, except a fmall quantity referved for 
cafes of emergency. 

As the 3d of Odlober was the name-day of the 
Emprefs of Ruffia, we were perfedtly inclined to 
Ihew it every poffible refpecfl. The prieft of Pa- 
ratounca, Ivalkin, and the ferjeant, were invited 
to dine with us ; and an entertainment was pre¬ 
pared for ihe two Toions of Paratounca, and St. 
Peter and St. Paul; as well as for the inferior 
officers of the garrifon, and the moft refpeftable 
of the Kamtfchadale inhabitants. All the other 
natives were invited to partake in common with 
the fhips companies; a pound of excellent beef 
being ferved out to every man, and the remainder 
of our fpirits was made into grog, and diftributed 
amongft them. Twenty-one guns were fired upon 
the occafion; and, confidering we were in a very 
remote part of the Emprefs’s dominions, the 
whole was conducted in a manner not unworthy 
fo illuftrious a charadter. 

On the 5th of Odfober, we received a frelh 
fupply of tea, fugar, and tobacco, from Boiche- 
retlk. Captain Shmaleff having met this prefent 
on his return, he fent a letter with it, informing 
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US that the Hoop from Okotfk had arrived in his 
abfence, and that Madame Shmaleff had inftantly 
difpatched a courier with thefe few prefents, re- 
quefting our acceptance of them. 

On the 6th and 7 th of October, the appearance 
of foul weather prevented our unmooring; but 
on the 8th, we failed towards the mouth of the 
bay, and all the boats were hoifted in ; but our 
progrefs was flopped by the wind veering to the 
fouth, which obliged us to drop anchor, the 
qflyog bearing north, at the diftance of half a 
league. The wind blowing ftom the famequarter, 
and the weather being foggy all the forenoon on 
the 9th, we continued in our ftation. 

At four in the afternoon of the fame day, we 
again unmoored; but, whilft we were raifmg 
our laft anchor, we were informed that the drum¬ 
mer of marines had fled from the boar, which had 
juft left the village, and that he had been lately 
feen with a Kamtfchadale woman, to whom he 
was known to have been much attached, and who 
had frequently importuned him to ftay behind. 
This man was entirely ufelefs to us, having been 
rendered lame byafwelling in his knee; and, on 
that very account. Captain King was the more' 
unwilling to leave him behind, left he Ihould be/- 
come a miferable burthen to himfelf, as well as 
to the Ruflians. He therefore applied to the fer- 
jeant to fend parties of his men in purfuit of him ; 
and, in the mean time, the failors vifited a welU 

H 4 knowrt 
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know haunt of his in the neighbourhood, where 
the drummer and his woman were found toge¬ 
ther. On the return of our deferter, we weighed 
anchor, and immediately followed the Refolution. 

As we have now taken our leave of St. Peter and 
St. Paul, a particular account of A watfka bay, and 
the adjoining coaft, may not be unacceptable to 
the reader; as it is perhaps the fafeft, and moll 
cxtenlive harbour that has ever been difcovered; 
and the only one, in this part of the world, that 
can admit veffels of confiderable burthen. The- 
term bay, properly fpeaking, is rather inapplica¬ 
ble to a place fo completely fheltered as Awatlka; 
but when it is confidered how loofe and vague 
fome navigators have been, in.their denomina¬ 
tions of certain fituations of fea and land, as har¬ 
bours, bays, roads, founds, &c. we are not fuf- 
liciently warranted to exchange a popular name, 
for one that may perhaps feem more confiftent 
with propriety. 

The entrance into Awatlka bay is in the lati¬ 
tude of 52° 51'' north, and the longitude of 158® 
48'' eaft. It lies in the bight of another exterior 
bay, formed by Cape Gavareea to the fouth, and 
Cheepoolkoi Nofs to the north, The latter of 
thefe head-lands bears from the former, north- 
eaft oy north, and is thirty-two leagues diftant. 
From Cape Gavareea to the entrattce of Awatlka 
Bay, the coaft takes a northerly diredlion, and 
extends about eleven leagues. It confiftsofa 
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chain of ragged cliffs and rocks, and, in many 
parts, prefents an appearance of bays or inlets ; 
but on a nearer view, low ground was feen that 
connefted the head-lands. 

From the entrance of Awatflia bay, Cheepoon* 
fkoi Nofs bears eaft-north-eaft, diftant feventeen 
leagues. The ihore, on this fide, is flat and low, 
with hills behind, gradually rifing to a confidcr- 
able height. The latitude of Cape Gavarcea is 

This remarkable difference of the land on the 
fides of Awatika Bay, together with their diffe¬ 
rent bearings, are very proper guides to fteer for 
it, in coming from the fourhward; and when it 
is approached from the northward, Cheepoonficoi 
Nofs becomes very confpicuous; it being a high 
projecting head-land, and is united to the conti¬ 
nent, by a large extent of level ground, lower 
than the Nofs. Whether viewed from the north 
or fouth, it prefents the fame appearance. 

We have been rather particular in defcribing 
this coaf!;, having experienced the want of fuch a 
defcription; for, if we had poffeffed a tolerably 
good account of the from of the coafl on both 
fides of Awatll^a Bay, we ihoiild, when we firfl; 
vifited it, have arrived there two days fooner then 
we did, and confequently have avoided part of 
the tempeftuous weather, which we experienced 
in plying off the mouth of the. harbour. Befides 
\as the fogs are fo prevalent in thefe feas, it often 

happens 
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happens that an obfervation for afcertaining the 
latitude cannot be taken. It fliould alfo be con- 
lidered, that land makes a very deceptive appear¬ 
ance when covered with I'now, or when viewed 
through an hazy atmofphere; both which circum- 
ftances prevail here for a confiderable part of the 
year, and render it neceffary for every mariner 
to be acquainted with as many difcriminating 
objedls as poiTible. 

If the weather fhould happen to be fufficiently 
clear to admit a view of the mountains, both on 
the coaft and its neighbourhood, the fituation of 
Awatfka bay may be precifely known, by the tw'o 
high mountains to the fouth of it. That neareft 
the bay is in the form of a fugar-loaf; the other, 
which is more inland, is flat at the top, and not 
quite fo high. There are three very confpicuous 
mountains the north of the bay: that farthefb 
to the weft, appears to be heigheft; the next, 
which is a volcano mountain, may readily be 
known by the fmoke iffuing from its top. The 
third is the moft northerly, and might, with 
fome propriety, be called a clufter of mountains, 
as it prefents fcveral flat tops to our view. 

When we got within the capes, and into the 
eaflward bay, a light-houfe on a perpendicular 
head-land, will point out the entrance of the 
bay of Awatfka to the north. Many funken 
rocks lie to the eaftward of this head-land, ftretch- 
ing two or three miles into the fea j and which, 
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with a moderate feaorfwell, will always fliew 
themfelves. A fmall round ifland lies four miles 
to the foutb of the entrance, principally com- 
pofed of high pointed rocks, one of which is 
ftrikingly remarkable, as being larger jand more 
perpendicular than the reft. 

The entrance into the bay is, at firft, about 
three miles wide, and one mile and an half in the 
narrowed part; the length is four miles, in a 
north-north-wed direftion. A noble bafon, of 
about twenty-dve miles in circumference, lies 
within the mouth; in which are the harbours of 
Rakoweena to the ead, Tarcinfka to the wed, 
and St. Peter and St. Paul to the north. 

The breadth of Tarcinlka harbour is three 
miles, and the length about twelve. A narrow 
neck of land feparates it from the fea at the bot~ 
tom, and it dretches to the ead-fouth-ead. As 
far as wefurveyed, we never found lefs than feven 
fathoms water; but the ice hindered us from 
getting to the bottom of the harbour. 

The entrance of the harbour of Rakoweena is 
impeded by a Ihoal in the middle of the chan¬ 
nel, which, in general, makes it neceffary to 
warp in unlefs there diould happen to be a lead¬ 
ing wind. Were it not for this circuradance, 
this harbour would be preferable to the other 
two. Its breadth is from one mile to half a mile, 
.and its length three miles, running in a fouth- 
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eaft and eafterly direftion. It is from thiiteea 
to three fathoms in depth. 

One of the moft convenient little harbours we 
have feen, is St. Peter and St. Paul. Half a 
dozen {hips may be commodioudy moored in it, 
head and ftern; and it is, in every refpeft, con¬ 
venient for giving them any kind of repairs. 
The fouth fide of this harbour is formed by a 
low, narrow, fandy neck, on which the ojlrog is 
built. The mid-channel is only two hundred 
and feventy feet acrofs, in which there is fix 
fathoms and an half water; the deepeft water 
within is feven fathoms; and all over a muddy 
bottom. Some inconvenience was, however, occa- 
fionedby the toughnefs of the ground, which often 
broke the melTenger, and made it troublefome to 
get the anchors up. At the head of this harbour 
there is a watering place. 

There is a ihoal lying off the eaftern harbour, 
and a fpit within the entrance, ftretching from the 
fouth-weft fliore, having only three fathoms water 
over it. To fleer clear of the latter, a fmall 
ifland, or rafher a large detached rock, on the 
weft fhore of the enterance, muft be fhut in with 
the land to the fouth of it. In order to fleer 
clear of the former, the three needle-rocks, near 
the light-houfe head, on the eaft fhore of the 
entrance, muft be kept open with the head-lands 
to the norhward of the firft fmall bending on the 
eaft fide of the entrance. In entering the har¬ 
bour 
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bour of St. Peter and St. Paul, and approaching 
the village, it is very necefi'ary to keep near the 
eaflern fhore, to avoid a fpit which fl retches from 
the head-land, to the fouth-weft of the ojlrog. 

The time-keeper on board the Refolution, 
which was exactly copied from Mr. Plarrifon’s, 
by Mr. Kendal, Hopped on the 27th of April, a 
few days before our fir ft aridval in Awatlka Bay. 
During the voyage, it had always been carefully 
attended to, not having been trufted, even for a 
moment, into any other hands than thofe of Cap¬ 
tain Cook and Captain King. No accident, 
therefore, could poffibly have happened to it, to 
which its flopping could be attributed; nor could 
it proceed from the operation of intenfe cold, 
the thermometer being but very little below the 
freezing point. 

When the failure of the time-piece was firft 
difcovered, the Captains Clerke and King con- 
fulted what meafures they (hould purfue; whether 
they Ihould fuffer it to remain in a ufelefs ftate, 
for the fatisfafrion of the curious at home, where 
it would certainly be examined by proper judges; 
orfubmit it to the infpefrion ofafeamen on board, 
who had been regularly bred a watch-maker, in 
London, and who had given many fatisfaftory 
proofs of his fkill in that profeffion, in repairing 
feveral vvatches upon the voyage. 

Having experienced the accuracy of this time¬ 
piece, we were extremely unwilling to be deprived 

of 
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of its advantages during the remaining part of 
the voyage; and that object appeared to us of 
more impoftance, than the fmall degree of pro¬ 
bability of deriving anymaterials knowledge with 
regard to its mechanifni, by deferring the in- 
fpection of it till our return. Befides, it fhould 
be confidered, that the watch had already been 
fufficiently tried to afeertain its utility, as well in 
the former voyage, as during the three years we 
had now had it on board the Refolution. There¬ 
fore, on the firft clear day after we arrived in 
Awatika bay, the time-piece was opened, in the 
prefence of Captain Clerke and Captain King. 
No part of the watch appeared to be broken; 
but, as the watch-maker was not able to make it 
go, he took off the cock and balance, and clean¬ 
ed the pivot-holes, which were extremely foul. 
The other parts of the work were alfo dirty. He 
then took off the dial-plate, and found a piece 
of dirt between two teeth of the v/heel vdiich 
carries the fecond hand, and attributed its flopping 
principally to this caufe. After pittting the work 
together, and oiling it very fparingly, the watch 
feemed to go with freedom and regularity. 

Captain King having orders to go the next day 
to Eolcheretfk, the time-keeper was left with Mr, 
Baily, in order to get its rate by comparing it 
withfiis watch and clock; wlio informed him, on 
his return, that it had gone very regularly for 
fame days, never loling more than feventeen 
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feconds a day, and afterwards flopped again. 
Upon its being a i'econd time opened, its flopping 
feemed to be occalioned by its having been badly 
put together on the firfl opening of it. When it 
was again adjufted, it gained above a minute a day 
and the watch-maker broke the balance-fpring 
in attempting to alter that and the regulator. 
He then made a new fpring, but the watch went 
fo irrregularly afterwards, that we could make no 
farther ufe of it. The honefl man was as much 
chagrined as we were at our ill fuccefs, which 
we were convinced was not fo much owing to 
his want of fkill, as to the miferable tools he 
had to work with, and the ftifFnefs his hands had 
contracfled from his occupation as a fearaan. 

At the full and change of the moon, it was 
high water at thirty-fix minutes after four; and 
five feet eight inches was the greateft rife. The 
tides were regular every twelve hours. 
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C H A P. VI. 

Geographical Defcripiion of Kamtfchatka—Account 
of the Rivers Bulchotreka, Kamtfchatka, Awatfka, 
iAc—Soil—Severity of the Climate—Several Vol¬ 
canos—Remarkable hot Spring at Natcheekin-- 
ProduFtions—Vegetables : particularly the Sara- 
na, 'and fwect Grafs—Animals in general—Foxes 

_ Sables—Bears—Wolves, .— Birds—Sea- 

Otters, and other amphibious Animals—Fijh the 
fiaple Article of Food at Kamtfchatka-—Whales 
—Salmon Fiftsery— Method of catching Salmon—- 
Lakes abounding zvith F'iV. 

T he peninfula of Kamtichaika, is fituated 
on the eaftern coaft of Aha, and extends 
from 5z“ to 6l° north latitude ; the longitude of 
its'extremity to the fouth being 156° 45" eaft. 
The ifthmus, joining it to the continent on the 
north, lies between the gulphs of Olutorlk and 
Pcnlliinfk. Itsextermiry to the Ibnth, is Cape 
Lopatka; fo called from its reiemb.iing fhe blade- 
bone of a man, which is the lignihcadon of that 
word. The whole peninfula ;s lomewhat in the 
from of a fhoe; audits greatcil breatlih is two 
hundred and thirty-fix computed miles, being 
form the mouth of river I'igil to that of the 
river Kamtfchatka; and, towaids each extremity, 
it gradually becomes narrower. 
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On the north, it is bounded by thfe country of 
the Koriacks; by the north Pacific Ocean to the 
fouth and eaft ; and by the fea of Okotfk to the 
weft. A chain of high mountains, from north to 
fouth, extend the whole length of the peninfula, 
and’ almoft equally divide it ; whence feveral 
rivers take rheir rife, and make their coiirfe into 
the Pacific Ocean, and the fea of Okotfk. 

The three principal rivers, are the Bolchoireka, 
•or great river; the river Kamtfchatka ; and the 
river Awatlka. The firft dilcharges itfelf into 
the fea of Okotlk, and is navigable for the Ruf¬ 
fian galliots, five leagues from its mouth, or 
within three leagues of Bolcheretfk, which is fitu- 
ated at the conflux of the two rivers, GoltloflfkA, 
and the Biftraia, which are here loft in thaBolcho- 
ireka. The fource of the Biftraia, which is no 
inconfiderable river, is derived from the fame 
mountain as the river Kamtfchatka, but takes 
quite a contrary courfe ; by which means, the 
Kamtfchadales are enabled to tranfport their 
goods by water, almoft acrofs the peninfula. 
The river Kamtfchatka continues about three 
hundred miles, in the diredion of fouth to norths 
and, after winding round to the eaftward, is re¬ 
ceived by the ocean, a little to the fouthward of 
Kamtfehatkoi Nofs. To the north-weft of the 
mouth of the Kamtfchatka, lies the great lake 
Nerpitfeh ; from nerpi, a feal; that lake abound¬ 
ing with thofe animals. A fortj called Niflrnei 
V"oL. IV.—I Ramtf- 
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Kamtfchatka ojlrog, isfituated about twenty miles 
up the river, where an hofpital and barracks have 
been built by the Ruffians; and this place, we 
underftood, is now become the principal mart in 
the country. 

The fource of the Awatika river, is from the 
mountains between the Bolchoireka and the Bif- 
traia. After running two hundred miles, front 
north-weft to the fouth- eaft, it falls into Awatlka 
bay. The Tigii is likewife a confiderable river; 
it rifes amidft fome high mountains, parallel with 
Kamtfehatkoi Nofs, and empties itfelf into the 
fea of Okotik. The other rivers of thispeninfula, 
which are very numerous, are too inconfiderable 
to be particularly mentioned. 

If w^ may judge of its foil from its vegetable 
produdions, it appears to be barren in the ex¬ 
treme. Neither about the bay, nor in our jour¬ 
ney to Bolcheretik, nor in any of our hunting ex¬ 
hibitions, did we ever perceive the fmalleft fpot 
of ground, that had the appearance of a good 
green turf, or that feemed capable of improve¬ 
ment by cultivation. Stunted trees were thinly 
fcattered over the whole face of the country, 
whofe bottoms were moffy, with a mixture of 
low heath, the whole refembling Newfoundland 
in a raoft ftriking degree. 

It muft be admitted, however, that we faw at 
Paratounca, three or four ftacks of moft excellent 
hay; and Major Behm affured us, that the banks 
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of the Kamtfchatka, and the Briftraia, as well as 
many other parts of the peninfula, produce a 
quantity of grafs of great ftrength and height, 
which is mowed twice in every fummer; and that 
the hay is particularly adapted to the fattening of 
cattle, being of a very fucculent quality. It ap¬ 
peared, indeed, from the fize and fatnefs of the 
thirty-fix which we received from the Verchnei 
otlrog, that they muft have had the advantage of 
good grafs and hay; for when we were fupplied 
"with the. firft twenty, it was juft the clofe of the 
winter, the fnow (till remaining on the ground ; 
and probably they had fed only on hay for the 
feven preceding months. This agrees with Kraf- 
cheninicofTs account, who relates, that the coun¬ 
try which borders on the river KamtfeUatka, is 
much fuperior, in point of fertility, to that of 
.either the north or fouth. Repeated experiments, 
he fays, have been made, in different quarters 
near this river, in the culture of barley, rye, and 
oats, which feldom failed of fuccefs; and he fup- 
pofes, that wheat would grow, in many parts, 
efpecially near the fource of the Biftraia and 
Kamtfchatka, as well as in moft countries fituated 
in the fame latitude. The fertility of this part 
of the country may, perhaps, be occafioned by its 
lying in the wideft part of the peninfula, and, 
confequently, at the fartheft diflance from the 
fea on each fide ; as chilling fogs and drizzling 
weather generally prevail along the coad, and 
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cannot fail to render the parts adjacent incapable 
of improvement by agriculture. 

The feverity of the climate, it may naturally 
be fuppofed, muft be in proportion to the fterility 
of the foil, of which it is perhaps the caufe. We 
firft faw this country in the beginning of May, 
1779, when it was covered with fnow, from fix 
to eight feet in depth. On the 6th of May we 
had fnow, with the wind from north, eaft. At 
noon, dn the 8th, the thermometer flood at 32°; 
and fome of our men were on that day ordered on 
Ihore, to endeavour to cut wood; but their 
attempts were fruitlefs, the fnow ftill lying fo 
deep upon the ground. Nor could they proceed 
in this necefiary bufinefs, though the party con- 
fifted of flout and able fellows, till the 12th; 
when the thaw gradually advanced. In fome 
places, the fides of the hills were now free from 
fnow ; and it was principally melted on the low 
land by the beginning of June. On the 15th of 
that month, we failed out of the harbour : during 
our flay, the winds generally blew from the 
eaftward, and the louth-eaft was the moft pre¬ 
valent. 

On the 24th of Auguft, when we rettn ncd, 
the foliage of the trees, and vegatation in general, 
appeared to be in the height of perfedion. The 
weather, during the remainder of that month, 
and the whole of September, was very change¬ 
able, but not fevcre. At the beginning of the 
' ' " • irsontlv 
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month, the winds were, in general, eafterly; but 
afterwards got round to the weft. The thermo¬ 
meter's greateft height was 65°, the loweft 40°. 
The greateft height of the barometer 30°, the 
loweft 29° 3''. So that all the month of Septem¬ 
ber, a moderate degree of temperature prevailed. 
But when Oftober began, the new fallen fnow 
again covered the tops of the hills, and the wind 
continued wefterly. 

In computing the feafons here, fpring ftiould 
certainly be omitted. Summer may be faid to 
extend from the middle of June, till the middle of 
September; Oftober may be confidered as au¬ 
tumn ; from which period to the middle of June, 
it is all dreary winter. 

The climate, in the country adjacent to the 
river Kamtfchatka, is faid to be as lenne and 
temperate, as in many parts of Siberia under the 
fame latitude. This, probably, originates from 
the fame caufes, to which the fertility of the foil 
in that part of the country, has been already at¬ 
tributed. The fterility of the ground, however, 
is not the only confequence of the unfavourable 
temperature of the climate. The inhabitants are 
fometiraes prevented, by the uncertainty of the 
fummer feafon, from providing a fufficient ftock 
of dried filh, for their food in the winter; and. 
the moifturc of the air occafions worms to breed 
in them, which frequently deftroy, or fpoil, the 
greateft part* 

We 
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We had neither thunder nor lightning during 
our ftay at Kamtfchatka, excepting on the night 
of the eruption of the volcano ; and we were 
told by the inhabitants, that they were not often 
troubled with either, and never but in a flight 
degree. The feverity of winter, and the dread¬ 
ful hurricanes of wind and fnow which attend it, 
oblige the natives to retire to their fobteraneous 
habitations, both for their fecurity and warmth. 
We were informed by Major Behm, that the in¬ 
clemency of the winter of 1779, was fo great, 
that all intercourfe was flopped between the in¬ 
habitants for feveral weeks, no one daring to flir 
from one habitation to another, fo fearful were 
they of being frofl-bitten. The extreme rigour 
of climate, in fo low a latitude, may be attributed 
to its being fituated to the eafl of an immenfc 
uncultivated country, and to the prevalence of the 
wefterly winds over fo extenfivc and cold a con¬ 
tinent. The impetuofity of the winds, may be 
attributed to the fubteraneous fires, and fulphur- 
eous exaltatioits. 

Volcanos are numerous in this peninfula; only 
three of which have lately been fubjefl to erup¬ 
tions. That in the neighbourlioo|i of Awatflca we 
have already mentioned ; and there are others 
equally remarkable, according to Krafcheninicoff. 

The volcano of Tolbatchick is fituated between 
the river Kamtfchatka and Tolbatchick, on a 
neck of land. The eruptions proceed from the 
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fummit of a high mountain, which terminates in 
pointed rocks. A whirlwind of flames ilTued 
from it in the beginning of 1739, which reduced 
the foreftsof the neighbouring mountains toafhes. 
A cloud of fmoke fucceeded this, which fpread 
darknefs over the whole country, but was diffi- 
pated by a Ihower of cinders, which covered the 
earth to the extent of^thirty miles. Mr. Krafche- 
ninicoff, who was then travelling from Bolchoi- 
reka to the Kamtfchatka ojlrog, and not far from 
the mountain, fays, the eruption was preceded by 
an alarming found in the woods, which, he 
thought, portended fome dreadful ftorm or hurri¬ 
cane; till three fucceffivelhocks of an earthquake, 
with only a minute’s interval between each, fully 
convinced him of its real caufe; but that he was 
hindered, by the falling of the cinders, from ap¬ 
proaching nearer the mountain, or from proceed¬ 
ing on his journey. 

On the top of the mountain, of Kamtfchatka, 
fuppofed to be by far thehigheft in the peainfula, 
is the third volcano. A thick fmoke inceflantly 
afcends from its fummit, and it often has erup¬ 
tions of the moft dreadful kind; fome of which 
were frefli in the memories of the natives, and 
were frequently fpoken of. 

Springs of hot water arc faid to abound in this 
country. We have feen only that at Natcheekin 
oftrog, which has already been defcribed. Seve¬ 
ral others are mentioned by Krafcheninicoff, who 

14 alfo 
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alfo takes notice of two pits or wells, at the bot¬ 
tom of which, tjie water boils with great impetu- 
ofity ; a dreadful noife iffuiog from them at the 
fame time, and fo thick a vapour, that objefts 
cannot be difcerned through it. 

Among the principal trees which fell under 
our notice, are the birch, the poplar, the alder, 
feveral fmall pieces of the willow, and two forts 
of dwarfiih cedars. One of thefe forts grows up¬ 
on thecoaft, feldom exceeded two feet in height, 
and creeping upon the ground. Of this our 
effence for beer was made, and proved to be very 
proper for the purpofe : the other, which grows 
much higher, is found on the mountains, and 
bears a kind of nut or apple. The old Tnon at 
St. Peter and St. Paul informed us, that when 
Beering lay in that harbour, he taught them the 
life of the deco( 5 tion of thefe cedars; which proved 
an admirable remedy for the fcurvy; but, cither 
from the fcarcity of fugar, or fome other caufe 
it is no longer ufed amongft them. 

Of the birch, which appears to be the moft 
common tree, we remarked three forts. Two of 
them were large, and fit for timber, and differed 
from each other only in the colour and texture 
of the bark. The third is of a dwarfiih kind. 
The natives apply this tree to a variety of uf’es. 
When tapped, it yields a liquor in great abun¬ 
dance, which they drink without mixture, or any 
kind of preparation, as we freq^uently obferved 
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in our journey to Bolcheretik. We drank fome 
of it ourfelves, and found it pleafant and refrefh- 
ing, though fomewhat purgative They convert 
the bark into veffels for their domeftic purpofes; 
and, from the wood of this tree, are made their 
Hedges and canoes. Not only the birch, but 
eveiy other kind of tree in the neighbourhood of 
the bay, were ftunted and very fmall; the na-" 
tives are therefore obliged to go to a confiderable 
diftance up the country, to get wood of a proper 
fize for their canoes, their balagans, and many 
other purpofes. 

Krafcheninicoff alfo mentions the larch, a tree 
which grows only on the banks of the river 
Kamtfchatka; and thofe which it receives. He 
alfo fays, there are firs near the river Berezowa. 
Likewife the fervice-tree, and two fpecies of the 
white thorn. 

This peninfula produces great abundance of 
the Ihrub kind, as mountain afh, junipers, raf- 
berry bullies, and wild rofe-trees. Alloa variety 
of berries, as partridge-berries, blue-berries, 
black-berries, cran-berries, and crow-berries. 

T hefe are gathered at proper feafons, and pre- 
fervcd by rnalhing them into a thick jam. They 
confatute a confiderable part of their winter pro- 
vifions, ferving as a general fauce to their dried 
fiib. They alio eat them in puddings, and in 
various other modes; and make decoflions of 
them for their common beverage. 

We 
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We found great quantities of wholefomc 
vegetables in a wild ftate, fuch as chervil, garlic, 
onions, angelica, and wild celery. We alfo met 
with fome excellent turnips, and turnip-radilhes, 
upon a few fpots ot ground in the vailies. This 
was theutmoft extent of their garden cultivation; 
but, it is probable, that many of the hardy forts 
of vegetables will thrive here (particularly thofe 
whofe roots defeend) as carrots, parfnips, &c. 
Major Behm told us, that many other forts of 
kitchen vegetables had been tried, but without 
effed; that thofe of the cabbage or lettuce kind 
would not head; and that, though beans and 
peaswonld grow vigoroufly, and flower and pod, 
yet the pods would never fill. He alfo told us, 
that in experiments he made in different iorts of 
farinaceous grain, aftronghigh olade fpnmg up, 
and even produced ears; but the latter never 
yielded flour. 

This account of vegetables cnly relates to fuch 
parts of the country, as fell within our cbferva- 
tion; near the river Kamtfchacka, where, as we 
have already obfervfti, both the foil-and climate 
is the beft in the peninfula, garden culture is at¬ 
tended to, and perhaps withfuccefs; for, with 
the fecond drove of cattle which wc l ecer'ed h orn 
Verchnei, we alfo received a prefent of cucum¬ 
bers, celery, fome very large turnips, and other 
gartkn vegetables. 


Two 
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Two plants are produced in this peninfula, 
"which deferve particular attention. The firft is 
called far ana, by the natives, and Li him Kamtf- 
katienfe Jiore atro nibende, by botanifts. The 
ftem grows to the height of about five inches, 
and is not larger than that of a tulip ; towards 
the bottom, it is of a purple colour, and green 
higher up. Two tier of leaves ilTao from it, of 
an oval figure; the lower ccnf.lting of three 
leaves, and the uppermoft of iu:tr. A fingle 
flower, of a dark red colon:, which refembles 
that of the narciffus in ibape., gro ws from the top 
of the ftalk. It has a bulbous root, like that 
of garlic, and, like that, has feveral cloves 
hanging together. The pdant grows w'ild, and 
in great quantities; about the beginning of Au- 
guft, many women are employed in colleding 
the roots; which, after being dryed in the fun, 
are preferved for ufe. When we arrived the fe- 
cond time, it was at the conclufion of this harveft, 
wliich we underftood had fallen fiiort of its ufual 
produce. It is a maxim with the Kamtfchadales, 
that providence never defects them, for the fea- 
fons that are prejudicial to the farana, are always 
favourable for fiflaing ; and, on the contrary, an 
unfuccefsful fiflhing month is always amply com- 
penfated by an exuberant farcma harveft. This 
artic-leds varioufiy employed in cookery. When 
,Toafl;ed in embers, it is a better fubftitute for 
bread than any thing the country produces. 
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When baked in an oven, and pounded, it fup- 
plies the place of flour and meal, and is mixed 
in all their foups, and many of their other diflies. 
It is extremely nouriihing, has a pleafant bitter 
flavour, and may be eaten daily without cloying. 
We partook of thefe roots, boiled in the manner 
of potatoes, and found them very wholefome and 
agreeable. This plant is alfo produced at Oona- 
lalhka, where the roots of it, in like manner, 
conftirute a conliderable part of their food. 

Sweet grajs is the name of the other plant al¬ 
luded to; the botanical defeription of which is, 
Heracleum Siberkum foliis pinnatis, foliolis quinis, 
intermedih fenJfiUbus, corolliilis miformibus. Hort. 
Upsal. 65. It was in the month of May that 
w'Ctook particular notice of it, when it was about 
eighteen inches in height, ftrongly refembled 
fedge, and was covered with a kind of white 
down not unlike the hoar-frofl hanging upon it, 
and which might eafily be rubbed off. The tafte 
of it is as fweet as that of fugar, though very hot 
and pungent. It has a hollow ftalk, which con- 
fifts of three or four joints, with large leaves, ilTu- 
ing from each. When this plant attains its full 
growth, it is about fix feet in height. This plant 
was formerly a principal ingredient in cookery, 
amongft the Kamtfchadales ; but, fince the coun¬ 
try has been in the pofleffion of the Ruffians, it 
has been chiefly appropriated to the purpofe of 
diililation. It is gathered, prepared, and diftill- 
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cd, in the following manner. Having cut the 
ftalk which have leaves growing on them, and 
fcraped the downy fubftance from their furface, 
they are placed in fmall heaps till they begin to 
heat and fmell. When dry, they are put into 
facks of matting, where they remain a few days, 
and are then gradually covered with a fweet fac- 
charine powder, which exfudes from the hollow of 
the ftalk. Only a quarter of a pound of powder 
is obtained from thirty-fix pounds of the plant, 
in this ftate. The women who condud this bufi- 
nefs, find it neceflary to defend their hands, with 
gloves, whilft they are fcraping the ftalks, the 
rind being of fo acrid a quality, as even to ulcer¬ 
ate the part it touches. 

In this ftate, the fpirit is drawn from the plant, 
by the following procefs. Bundles ofitarefteep- 
ed in hot water, and its fermentation promoted in 
a fmall veflel, with berries of the gimolqfl, or of 
the gohibitfa’, care being taken to clofe the mouth 
of the veflel, and to keep it in a warm place 
whilft it continues to ferment; which is often to 
fo violent adegree,asto agitate the veflTel which 
contains it, and occafion a confiderable noife. 
When this firft liquor is drawn oft’, more hot 
water is poured on, and a fecond made in the 
fame manner. Both liquor and herbs are then 
put into a copper ftill, and the fpirit is drawn off 
in the ufual method. The liquor, thus prepared, 
is called by the natives and has the ftrength 
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of bi^andy Seventy-two ponncis of the plant, 
generally produce twenty-five pints of Ac¬ 
cording to Steller, the fpirit diftilled from this 
plant unfcrapedj is very pernicious to health, and 
produces fudden nervous diforders. 

KrafcheninicofF mentions feveral other plants, 
from which decoftions are prepared ; and which, 
when properly intermingled with their fifb, make 
palatable diflies. Such is the kiprl, with which 
a pleafant beverage is brewed; and, when this 
plant and t\\Q fzveei-herb are boiled together, ni 
the proportion of one to five of the fatter, and 
properly fermented; a ftrong and excellent vine¬ 
gar is obtained- The leaves are fubiiiuted for 
tea; and the pith, when dried, is introduced in 
many of their difhes. He alfo mentions the mor- 
iovai^ which is not unlike angelica; the kotkorica^ 
the root of which is eaten green or dried; the 
ikotm, the utchichlei^ and feveral others. 

Before the Kamtfchadales were acquainted with 
fire arms, it is faid, they poifoned their fpears 
and arrows with a juice extrafted from the root of 
tbezgate; and that death was inevitable to every 
animal who had received a wound from them. 
The Tfchutlki are now reported to ufe the fame 
drug, and for the very fame purpofe. 

The materials ot all themanufafturesof Kamtf- 
chatka, according to Krafcheninicoif, are fur- 
nifhed by three plants. One of them is the 
iriikum^ radice perenni fpiailis binh lamiginqfis-^ 

which 
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■which IS exceedingly plenty fullalong the coaft. A 
ftrong -kind of matting is fabricated from the 
ftraw of this grafs ; which is ufed to cover their 
floors, as well as for bed-clothes, curtains, facks, 
and many other domeftic purpofes. Little bags 
and balkets are alfo made of the farne materials, 
and are applied to various ufes. 

The boloinaia grows in the marflies, and re- 
fembles cyperoides. It is gathered in the autumn, 
and i; irded in the fame manner as wool, with 
an inftrument made of the bones of the fea-fwal- 
low. With this manufadure their new-born in¬ 
fants are fwathed, and it is ufed for a covering 
next the Ikin, after they ceafe to be infants. A 
kind of wadding is alfo formed of it, which is 
ufed to give additional warmth to different parts 
of their clotljing. 

A vulgar well-known plant remains to be taken 
notice of, as being more elTential to their fub- 
fiftence than all which have been mentioned. It 
is the nettle; which, as neither hemp nor flax 
are produced in Kamtfchatka, fupplies materials 
for their fifbing nets; and on which their exifl- 
ence principally depends. For this purpofe, 
nettles are ufually cut down in Auguft, and, after 
being hung in bundles under their balagans the 
remainder of the fummer, they are manufadured 
like hemp. It is then fpun into thread with their 
fingers, and twifted round afpindle; after which 
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feveral threads may be twined together, if the 
purpofes for which it is defigned requires it. 

Many parts of this peninfula would probably 
admit of fuch cultivation, as might contribute to 
the comfort and convenience of the inhabitants; 
yet, the number of wild animals it produces, 
muft always be confidered as its real riches; and 
no labour can be fo produftive of advantage, as 
what is employed upon their furrieries. And 
next to thefe, the animals that fupply them are 
to be confidered. Thefe are the fox, the ziheline, 
or fable; the float, or ; the or ardtic 

fox; the earlels marmot; the varying hare; the 
weafel; the glutton ox wolverene ; the wild fheep; 
rein-deer; bears; wolves; dogs. 

Themoft general object of thechace are foxes, 
with which this country abounds, and among 
which are a variety of colours. The moll com¬ 
mon fpecies is the fame as the European, but 
their colours are more vivid and Ihining. Some 
are of a dark chefnut, others have dark-coloured 
ftripes; the bellies of fome are black, when the 
other part of the body is of a light chefnut. 
Some are a black; others of a dark brown; others 
of a ftone-colour; and fomc few are entirely 
white.; the lafl, however, are very fcarcc. The 
quality of their fur is much fuperior to that of 
the fame animals in Siberia or America. Many 
artifices are put in practice by the hunters to de- 
ftroy them. Traps of various kinds arc prepared; 
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Tome to fall upon them, others to fecure them by 
the feet and others to catch them by the head. 
Thefe are the moft common methods of taking 
them; but they have rriany ingenious contrivances 
for catching them in nets. Poifoned baits are 
alfo ufed, the mix vomica being generally em-- 
ployed for that purpofe. Still, however, the ani¬ 
mal preferves his character for craftinefs and cun¬ 
ning, in all climates, and upon all occafions. 

Before the Kamtfchadales had any knowledge 
of the Ruffians, who inftrudted them in the ufe of 
fire-arms, they carried bows and arrows to the 
chafe; but, fince that period, alnioft every man. 
amongft them is provided with a rifle-barrel gun; 
and, though he cannot ufe it with any extraordi¬ 
nary dexterity, he readily acknowledges its fupe- 
rioriiy to the former inftruments. 

The Karntfchatka fables are much larger than 
thofe of fiberia, and their fur is thicker and 
brighter; but thofe in the neighbourhood of tlie 
rivers Olekma and Vitime, are of a finer black. 
The fables of the Tigil and Ouka, are faid to be 
the beft in Karntfchatka, a pair of thefe being 
frequently fold for five pounds flierling. The 
■worft are found in the fouthern extremity. 

A rifle-barrel gun, of a very fmall bore, a net 
and a few bricks, are the whole apparatus of the 
fable hunters. With the firff, they fomerimes 
fhoot them, when they are feen on the trees; the 
het is ufed in furrounding the hollow trees ; i 1 
- Voi. JV.—NO 21. K which 



A VOYAGE TO THE 


150 

\vhich they nfually take refuge when purfuecl; 
Sind the bricks are put hot into the cavaties, in 
order to drive them out with the fmoke. 

For an account of the ifatis, or arftic fox, we 
muft refer the reader to Mr. Pennant’s Ardic 
ideology; the Ikin of this animal is of little va¬ 
lue. The varying hare is neglecled on that ac¬ 
count. They are very numerous, and always be¬ 
come perfedlly white during the winter. In the 
beginning of May, we obferved feveral of this 
colour , but they were fo extremely Ihy, as not to 
fuffer us to come within gun-lhot. 

The earlefs marmot^ or mountain rat, is a beau¬ 
tiful creature, much fmaller than a fquirrel; and, 
like that animal, feeds upon roots and berries; 
fitting upon its hind legs whilft it eats, and 
holding the food to its mouth with the paws. Its 
Ikin is in high eftimation among the Kamtfcha- 
dalcs; being warm, light, andofa bright fhining' 
hue. Like the plumage of fome birds, when it is 
viewed in difierent lights, it appears to- be of 
various colours. 

The ermine, or float, is little regarded here>; 
and confequently not much attended to by the 
hunters, its fur being of a very ordinary kind. 
We obferved feveral of thefe little creatures run¬ 
ning about, and we purchafed fome of their Ikins 
which were of a dirty yellow towatds the belly,^ 
and the Other parts vvere of a cloudy white. The 
weafel is alfo neglefted, and on the fame account. 

The 
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The fkin of the wolverene^ or glutton, on the 
contrary, is in the higheft repute; a Karntfcha* 
dale looking upon himfelf as moft fplendidly at¬ 
tired, when a fmall quantity of this fur appears 
upon his garment. The women embellilh their 
hair with its white pats, which is confidered as 
the moft fuperlative piece of finery. In fliort, a. 
fuperftitious opinion obtains amongft them, that 
the angels are clad with the ikins of thofe ani¬ 
mals. This creature, it is faid, may be eafily 
tamed, and inftrudlcd in a variety of entertaining 
tricks. 

All the bears which we had an opportunity of 
feeing, were of a dun brown colour ; they gene¬ 
ra^ appear in a company of four of five together 
and are frequently feen in the feafon when the 
fifti quit the fea, and pufh, in great quantities, 
up the rivers. Fifli is indeed their principal food. 
In the winter months they are feldom vifible. 
Of the fkins of bears, warm mattreffcs and cover¬ 
ings for beds are made; together with comfort¬ 
able bonnets, and gloves, and harnefs for the 
fledges. The flefti, efpecially the fat, is held in 
great eftimation. 

The wolves appear only in the winter, when 
they are faid to prowl about in large companies, 
in purfuit of prey. 

Rein-deer, both wild and tame, are found in 
many parts of the peninfula, but none in thfe' 
neighbourhood of Awatlka. It is remarkable, 
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that the rein-deer have not been ufed, in this na¬ 
tion, for the purpofes of carriage, as they are by 
their neighbours to the north and eaft. The de¬ 
mands of the natives', in their prefent ftate, are in¬ 
deed fufEciently fupplied by their dogs; and the 
breed of Ruffian horfes will probably fupply any 
future neceffities of the coumry. But as the ufe 
of dogs, in a great degree, precludes them from 
the advantage of rearing other domeftic animals, 
it appears very extraordinary that they fliould n»t 
have preferred an animal fo much more powerful 
and gentle. 

The wild mountain ffieep, or argali, is in great 
plenty here ; an animal unknown in Europe, ex¬ 
cept in Corfica and Sardinia. Its Ikin refembles 
that of the deer’s, but it nearer approaches the 
■goat, in its gait and general appearance. Its 
head is adorned with two large twitted horns, 
which, when the animal is at full growth, fome- 
times weigh from twenty-five to thirty pounds; 
and are I'etted on the creature’s back when it is 
running. Thefe animals are remarkably fwift 
and aftive, frequent only the mott craggy and 
mountainous parts, and traverfe the fteepett rocks 
with an attonilhing agility. Of theirhorns, fpoons, 
cups, and platters, are fabricated by the natives, 
who often have one of the latter hanging to a 
belt, ferving them to drink out of, when on their 
hunting expeditions. This is a gregarious ani- 
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#0^1. li is extremely beautiful, and its flelh is 
fweet and delicately flavoured. 

The dogs of this country, as already obferved, 
refemble the Pomeranian in mien and figure; 
but they are larger, and the hair is confiderably 
coarfer. Their colours are various, but that 
which moft prevails is a light dun, or a pale dirty 
yellow. The poor animals are all turned ioofe, 
about the latter end of May and are obliged to 
fliift for themfelves till the enfuing winter; but 
never fail to return to their refpeclive homes, 
when the fnow begins to make its appearance. 
In the winter, their food conlifts wholly of the 
head, back-bones, and entrails of falmon; which 
are preferved and dried for that purpofe; and, 
even with this food, they are very fcantily fup- 
plied. The dogs muft certainly be very nume¬ 
rous, no lefs than five betng yoked to a Angle 
fledge, and only one perfon carried in each fledge. 
Jn our journey to Bolcheretflc, we had occafion 
for one hundred and thirty-nine, at the two ftages 
ofKaratchin and Natcheekin. It is obfervable 
too, that bitches are never employed in this bu- 
finefs, nor dogs that have been caftrated. The 
whelps are trained to the draft, by being fattened 
to ttakes with leathern thongs, which are elattic, 
and having their food placed beyond their reach; 
3,nd thus, by continually pulling and labouring 
to obtain arepaft, they acquire ftrengih, and a 
K 3 habit 
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habit* of drawing, both of which are effentially 
jieceflary for their deftined occupation. 

Almofl: every kind of northern fea-fowl, fre¬ 
quent the coaft and bays of Kamtfchatka; and, 
among others, the fea-eagles, but not in great 
plenty, as at Oonalaflika. The inland rivers are 
plentifully ftored with various fpecies of wild 
ducks ; one of which, called by the natives aan- 
^itchcj has a moft beautiful plumage. Its cry is 
equally fingular and agreeable. 

Another fpecies is called the mountain-duck, 
which according to Steller, is peculiar to Kamtf- 
chatka. The plumage of the drake is fingularly 
beautiful. A variety of other water fowl were 
feen, which, from their magnitude, appeared to be 
of the wild goofe kind. 

We obferved, in paffing through the woods, 
fome eagles of a prodigious fize, but of whatfpe^ 
cies we could not pollibly determine. There are 
faid to be three different kinds. The firft is the 
black eagle, with a white head, tail, and legs; 
-the eaglefs of which are perfedly white. The fc- 
cond is improperly called the white eagle, though, 
in jeality, it is of a light grey. The third is the 
ftone-coloured eagle, which is a very common 
fort. There are great numbers of the hawk, fal¬ 
con, and buftard kind, in this peninfula. ' 
Woodcocks, fnipes, and groufe, are alfo found 
here. Swans are very numerous, and generally 
make a part of the repaft at all public entertain¬ 
ments 
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rrients. The vaft abundance of wild fowl, jn this 
country, was fulEciently manifeft; from the many 
prefents we received, confifting frequently of 
twenty brace at a time. 

We faw no amphibious animals on the coaft, 
■except feals, which were in extreme plenty about 
the bay of Awatlka. The others were, at that 
time, purfuing the falmon, that were afcending 
the rivers in large flioals. Some of them, it isfaid, 
follow, the filh into frelh water, and frequent all 
the lakes which have a communication with the 
fea. 

The fea-otters found here and thofe which we 
met with at Nootka Sound, are exactly the fame, 
and have already been particularly defcribed. 
They were formerly in great abundance here; 
but lince the Ruffians have opened a trade witlv 
the Chinefe for their fkins, where they be,ar a 
price fuperior to any other kind ,of fur, the hun¬ 
ters have been induced to be fo indefatigable in 
the purfuit of them, that very few remain in the 
country. They arc ftill found amongft the Ku¬ 
rile Iflands, though the number is incohfiderable; 
but they are fuperior in quality to thofe of Kamtf- 
chatka or Nootka Sound. It is faid, that hardly 
a fea otter is now to be found on Mednoi and 
Beering’s Mand ; though Muller informs us that 
they were exceedingly plentifully in his time. 

A great variety of amphibious fca-animals, are 
mentioned by the Ruffian voyagers as frequenters 

K 4 of 
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of thefe coafts; but as we fawno other kinds, this 
was probably the feafon of their migration. 

Fifli is certainly the ftaple article of food among 
the inhabitants of this peninfula; who cannog 
poffibly,derive any confiderable part of their fuf- 
tenance either from agriculture or cattle. The 
foil, indeed, affords fome wholefome roots, and 
every part of the country produces great quantities 
of berries ; but thefe alone could not poffibly fup- 
port the inhabitants; though they are extremely 
falutary, as being proper corredlives of the putre- 
fcent quality of their principal diet, dried fifli. 
In Ihort, fifli may here be called the ftaff of life, 
with more propriety than bread in any other 
country ; for neither the inhabitants, northeir do- 
meftic animals of the canine fpecies^, could poffibly 
exifl: without it. 

Whales are frequently feenin this country, and, 
when taken, ferve for a variety of ufes. Of the 
ikins, the inhabitants make the foies of their 
flioes, and belts and ftraps for many other pur- 
pofes. The flefh is eaten, and the fat is preferved 
for culinary ufts, and feeding their lamps. The 
whi&ers'are highly ferviceable for fewing the 
feams of their canoes ; nets are alfo made of them 
for the larger kind of fifli, and they fhoe their 
Hedges with the under jaw-bones. Knives are 
formed from many of their bones; and the 
chains, which faften the dogs together, were for¬ 
merly made of the fime materials, through iron 





ones are now generally ufed. After cleaning their 
inteftines, drying them, and blowing them like 
bladders, they depofic their oil and greafein them ; 
and they make excellent fnares of their nerves and 
veins ; in fliort, there is no part of the whale that 
is not ufeful in this peninfula. 

We caught abundance of fine flat fifli, trout, 
and herrings, from about the middle of May, till 
the 24th of June, the time of our departure. At 
one hawl, on the 15th of May, we dragged out 
upwards of three hundred flat-filh, befides a con- 
fiderable quantity of fea-trout. The former arc 
firm and well-flavoured, ftudded with prickly 
finobsupon the back, liketurbot, withdark brown 
ftreaks, extending from the head towards the tail. 
The firft herring feafon commences about the 
latter end of May. They vifit the coaft in large 
flioals, but continue there no confiderable time. 
They quitted the bay before v/e failed out of it 
the firft time, but were returning in Odtober. 
It has already been remarked, that the herrings 
fiere were excellent, and that many of our empty 
calks were filled with them. Large quantities of 
extremely fine cod were taken, fome of which 
were alfo faked ; and we caught, at different 
times, confiderable quantities of fmall fifh, which 
had the appearance of finelts. 

But notwithftanding this abundance of fifh 
above-mentioned, it is on the falmon fifliery alone 
that the inhabitants depend for their winter fufte- 


nance. 
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nance. On this coaft, all the fpecies of thefe that 
are known to exift, are faid to be found; and 
which were formerly charafterized by the differ¬ 
ent times of their afcending the rivers. It is alfo 
reported that, though flioals of different forts are 
feen floating up the rivers at the fame time, they 
avoid mixing with each other ; that they never 
fail to return to the river in which they were bred, 
but not till the third fummer; that they never live 
to regain the fea; that particular fpecies frequent 
certain rivers, and are not to be found in others, 
though the fea receives them nearly at the fame 
place. 

About the middle of May, the firfc flioals of 
fiilmon enter the mouth of the Awatfea. This 
kind is called ichaviif, by the Kamtfchadales, and 
is the largeft and mod efteemed. Three feet and 
a half is their ufual length ; and they are more 
than proportionally deep; their average weight 
being from thirty to forty povi.nds. The back is 
of a dark blue colour, with black fpots, and the 
tail is pcrfeclly ftraight. In all other refpeds, 
they refemble our common bJmon. They fwim 
with fuch velocity along the river, that the water 
is gyeatly agitated by ihtir motion ; and the na¬ 
tives, who are ever on the watch for them at their 
accuftomed time, are convinced of their approach 
by this circumilance, and drop their nets imme¬ 
diately before them. One of the firft that was 
taken was prefented to us, but not without ac¬ 
quainting 
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quainting us that it was the hlgheft compliment 
they could poffibly confer upon us. We are in¬ 
formed, by KrafcheninicofF, that it was formerly 
the cuflom, among the Kamtfchadales. to eat the 
'firft fill they caught, in the midft of great re¬ 
joicings, accompanied with many fuperftitious 
ceremonies; and that, after they became fubjeits ' 
of Ruffia, it was long a matter of contention be¬ 
tween them who ftiould be entitled to the firft. 
Their fifhing feafon, for this fpecies, begins about 
the middle of May, and continues till the end of 
June. 

There is a fmaller fort of falmon, weighing 
from about eight to fifteen pounds, known by the 
name of the red fifh, which aflemble in the bays, 
and at the mouths of the rivers, early in the month 
of June. From this time till towards the end of 
September, vaft quantities of them are taken 
upon the eaftern and weftern coafts, where the 
fea receives any frclh water; and alfo up the 
rivers, almoft to their very fource. Their me¬ 
thod of catching them in the bay of Awat&a, is 
as follows: One end of the net is faftened to a 
large ftone at the fide of the water, after which 
they pufii ofl' about twenty yards in a canoe, 
dropping their net as they proceed; then they 
turn, and extend the other part of the net in a 
line parallel to the fliore. Thus prepared, they 
carefully conceal themfelves in the boat, looking 
carneftly for the fifli, which ufually hover about- 

the 
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the Chore, and whofe approach is known by a 
rippling in the water, till they liave proceeded be¬ 
yond the boat. At that inftant, they Ihoot the 
canoe to Chore, and are almoft certain of inclofing 
their prey. One of thefe nets is generally hawled 
by two men, with as rrxuch facility as our feines 
are managed by a dozen, though our^s are much 
fmaller. We had very indifferent fuccejTs with 
our own method of bawling; but after receiving 
fome friendly inftruftions from the Kamtfchadales, 
we were as fuccefsful as they were. Their mode 
of filhing in the rivers, is to flioot one net acrofs, 
and hawl another to it down the current. 

All the lakes which communicate with the fea, 
abound with fifli which have much the appearance 
of falmon, and ufually weigh about five or fix 
pounds. The natives, we underftand, did not 
think it worth their labour to catch them, Thefe 
lakes being generally fhallow, the fifh become an 
.eafy prey to the bears and dogs, in the fiimmer 
kafon; and, from tiie quantities of bones appear¬ 
ing upon the banks, vaft numbers of them feem tq 
have been devoured. 

The natives dry the principal part of their fal- 
mon, and fait but very little of it. They cut a 
fiih into three pieces; they take off the belly- 
piece firft, ^nd then a llice along each fide of the 
back-bone^ The belly-piece, which is efteemed 
the beft, is dried and fmoked; the other dices 
are dried m the air, and either eaten whole as a 

fqbftitute 
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fubflitute for bread, or pulverized for pafte and 
cakes. The head, tail, and bones, are dried and 
preferved for their dogs. 

Animals found in Kamtschatka. 

Argali, ibex, rein, wolf, dog, arftic fox, Eu¬ 
ropean fox, polar bear, in the frozen fea only, 
bear, wolverene, common vveafel, float, fable, 
common otter, fea otter, varying hare, alpine 
hare, earlefsmarmot, bobak marmot, water rat, 
common moufe, oeconomic moufe, red rnoufe, 
ichelag moufe, foetid fhrew, walrus, common 
feal, great feal, leporine feal, harp feal, rubbon 
feal, urfine feal, leonine feal, whale tallied man- 
ati. Kamtfchatka had no domeflic animals till 
the Ruffians introduced them. 

Birds found in Kamtschatka. 

Land Birds 

Sea eagle, cinereous eagle, white-headed eagle, 
crying eagle, ofprey, peregrine falcon, gofliawk, 
eagle owl, fnowy owl, raven, magpie, nptcracker, 
cuckoo, wrynech, nuthatch, white grous, wood 
grous, water ouzel, fieldfare, redwing thrufh, 

Kamtfchatkan, green-finch, golden bunting,leffer 
red-headedlinnet,dun fly-catcher,fky-lark,wood¬ 
lark, white wagtail, yellow wagtail, Tfchinfki 
wagtail, yellow wren, redftart long-billed, ftap- 
zina, Awatlka, raarlh titmoufe, chimney-fwallow, 
martin, fand-martin, European goat-fucker. 

Water 
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Water Fowl. 

Cloven-footed Waier Fowl 

Great tern, Kamtfchatkan, black-headed gull, 
kittiwake gull, ivory gull, ardtic gull, tarrock, 
red-legged, fulmar petrel, ftonny petrel, kurile 
petrel, blue petrel, goofander merganfer, fmew, 
whiftling fwan, great goofe, Chinefc goofe, fnow 
goofe, brent goofe, eider duck, black duck, 
velvet duck, Ihoveler, golden eye, harlequin, 
mallard, pintail, long-tailed, mouillon, (hield- 
rake, tufted, falcated, garganey, teal, corvorant, 
red faced corvorant, crane, curlew, whimbrel, 
common fand-piper, gambet, golden plover, pied 
oyller-catcher. 

Fowls with -pinnated Feet, 

Plain phalarope. 

Fowl with webbed Feet. 

Wandering albatrofs, razor-bill auk, puffin, 
antient, pigmy, tufted, parroquet crefted dulky, 
foolilh guillemot, black guillemot, imber diver, 
fpeckled diver, red-throated diver. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

C&ilimation of the general Account of Ka'ntfchatka 
-—Its Inhabitants conffc of three Sorts — Con- 
jeBures on their Origin and- Defcent — Kamtfcha- 
dales difcovered by the Rufians—Atlajfoff makes 
the inhabitants tributary—He is difgraced, and 
afterwards reftored — The Kamtfchadales revolt—. 
Great Havock made among them by the fmall-Pox 
—’The Ruffian Government ejlahlifhed in this 
Country^ mild and equitable—Ho Offence punijhable 
with death — The Ruffian Commerce in Kamtf- 
chatka — Habitations—Drefs —Account of the 
Kurile Iffands, &c. 

inhabitants of Kanitfchatka may be faid 
1 to confift of three forts. T!ie Kamtfcha¬ 
dales ; the Ruffians, and Coffacks ; and a mix¬ 
ture produced by their intermarriages. We are 
informed by Mr. Steller, who was long refident in 
this country, and who was indefatigable in en¬ 
deavouring to acquire knowledge on this fubjeft, 
that the Kamtfchadales are people of remote an¬ 
tiquity, and have inhabited this peninfulaformany 
ages; and that they doubtlefs defcended frony 
the Mungalians; though fome have imagined 
they fprang from the Tongufian Tartars, and 
others from the Japanefe. 

He endeavours to fupport thefe opinions by the 
following arguments: That they have no tradi¬ 
tion. 
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tion among them of their having migrated froifi 
any other country ; that they believe they were 
created on this particular fpot, by their great god 
Koutkou, who prefers them to all his other crea¬ 
tures : that the are the happieft of beings; and 
that their country far furpafles any other; afford¬ 
ing means of gratification which cannot be ob¬ 
tained in other regions. Further to fupport his 
opinions, he fays that they are perfedly acquaint¬ 
ed with all the plants which the peninfula pro¬ 
duces, their qualities and their feveral ufes; 
a fpecies of knowledge of too exrenfive a na¬ 
ture to be acquired in a Ihort time : that fiieir 
inllruments and utenlils are totally different from 
thofe of any other nation ; and are made fo ini¬ 
mitably neat and dexterous, as to be a fatisfadlory 
demonftration that they were invented by them* 
lelves, and mull have been long in arriving at 
fuch a pitch of prefedlion : that before the Ruf* 
Fans and Colfacks came amongft them they had 
not the moft diftant knowledge of any people, 
except the Koreki : that till very lately, they 
had not the fmalled intercourfe with the Kuriles, 
and ftill later that they had any knowledge of the 
Japanefe; that being acquired by means of a 
veflel which was fhipwrecked on their coaft : and 
he further adds, that when the Ruffians firft got 
a footing in the country, they found it extreme!]^ 
populous. 

He 
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Hie fuppofes them to be defcended from the 
Mungalians, from the words in their language 
having fimilar terminations to thofe of the Mun- 
galian Chinefe; and that, in both languages, the 
fame principle of derivation is preferved: that 
they are generally fliori, their complexions 
fwarthy, the face broad, the nofe fhort and flat, the 
eyes fmall and funk, the legs fmall, and they have 
many other peculiarities which are to be obferved 
among the Mungalians. He therefore concludes, 
that they fled to this peninfula for fafety from the 
rapacity of the eaftern conquerors, as the Lap¬ 
landers and others retreated to the extremities of 
the north, from the advances of the Europeans. 

The Ruffians, having made themfelves mafters 
of that vaft extent of coaft of the frozen fea, efta- 
blifhed pofls and colonies, and appointed commif- 
fa.ries to explore arid fubjeft the countries ftiU 
farther to the eaft. They foon difcovered that the 
wandering Koriacs inhabited part of the coaft of 
the fea of Okotfk, and they found no difficulty in 
making them tributary. Thefe being at no great 
diftancefrom the Kamtfchadales, with whom they 
had frequent intercourfe, a knowledge ofKamtf- 
chatka muft naturally follow. 

To Feodot Alexeieff, a merchant, the honour 
of the firft difeovery is attributed, about the 
year 1648. That, being feparated from feven 
other veflels by a ftorni, he was driven upon the 
coaft of Kamtfchatka, where he aad his compa- 

Voi .iy.—N® 21. L nions 
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nions remained a whole winter, but they \Vere 
afterwards cut off by the Koriacs. This was cor¬ 
roborated, in fome degree, by Simeon Defhneff, 
who was commander of one of the feven veffels, 
and was driven on fhore near the mouth of the 
Anadir. But, as thefe difcoverers (if they really 
were fo) did not live to relate what they had dif- 
covered, a coflack, named Volodimir AtlaflbfF, 
is the firft acknowledged difcoverer of Kamtf- 
chatka. 

He was fent, in 1697, in the capacity of com- 
miflary, from fort Jakutlk to the Anadirfk, with 
direftions to call in tlxe Koriacs to his afliftance, 
in order to difcover, and make tributary, the 
countries beyond theirs. With lixty Ruffian 
foldiers, and as many coflacks, he penetrated, 
in the year 1699, into the heart of the peninfula, 
and gained the Tigil. In his progrefs he levied a 
tribute upon furs, and proceeded to the rivpr 
Kamtfchatka on which he built an ojlrog, now 
called Verchnei; and, leaving a garrifon of fix- 
teen coflfacks, returned, in the year 1700, to 
Jakutlk, with vaft quantities of valuable tributary 
furs. Thefe hevery judicioufly accompanied to 
Mofcow, and was rewarded for his fervices by 
the appointment of commander of the fort of 
Jakutlk; at the fame time, received orders 
to return to Kamtfchatka, with a reinforcement 
of a hundred colTacks, ammunition, and what¬ 
ever might conduce to the completion and fettle- 

ment 
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hient of his new difcoveries. Proceeding with, 
his force towards the Anadirfk, he perceived a 
bark on the river Tungufka, which proved to be 
laden with Chinefe merchandize. He immedi¬ 
ately pillaged this veffel, in confequence of which 
the owners .remonftrated to the Ruffian court; 
he was feized on at Jakutlk, and conducted to a 
prifon. 

All thistime Potop Serioukoff, whom Atlaflbff 
had left, enjoyed the quiet poffeffion of the gar- 
rifon of Verchnei; and, though his corps was 
too inconfiderable to enforce the payment of a 
tribute from the inhabitants, yet he had the ad- 
drefs and management to traffic with them as a 
merchant, on very advantagous terms. His 
conciliating difpofition fo far gained him the 
efteem of the natives of Kamtfchatka, that they 
lamented his departure, when he fet off to return 
to the Anadirfk. He and his party were, how¬ 
ever, attacked by the Koriacs, and unfortunately 
cut off in the year 1703. Several other commifi 
faries were fucceffively fent in to Kamtfchatka, 
during the difgrace and trial of Atlaffoff. 

Atlaffoff was reftoredto his command in 1706, 
and ent.rufl;ed with the management of a fecund 
expedition into Kamtfchatka, after having re¬ 
ceived inftrudions to ingratiate himfelfinto the 
favour of the natives by all peaceableand amicable 
means; but, on no confideration, to have re- 
courfe to compulfive meafures; but, fo far from 
L 2 paying 
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paying any attention to thefe inftruflions, he 
rendered the natives extremely hoflile to their 
new governors, by repeated afts of cruelty and 
injuftice; and even alienated the alFeftions of his 
own people, infomuch that it created a mutiny 
of the colTacks, who demanded a new com¬ 
mander. 

The coflacks, having fucceeded in difplacing 
Atlaflbff, took poireflion of his efFefts ; and hav- 
ingtafted the fweets of plunder,and living with¬ 
out difeipline or controul, his fuccelTors were un¬ 
able to reduce them to order and fubjedion. 
No lefs than three fucceffive commanders were 
aflaffinated. From that period, to the grand re¬ 
volt of the Kamtfchadales in 1731, the hiftory of 
this country prefents an unvaried detail of revolts, 
maflacres, and murders, in very part of the 
peninfula. 

This revolt was principally occafioned by the 
difeovery of a paflage from Okotlk, to the river 
Bolchoireka, made by Cofmo Sokoloff. The 
Ruffians, before this period, could enter this 
country only on the fide of the Anadirfk; which 
afforded frequent opportunities to the natives of 
plundering the tribute, as it was conveyed out of 
the peninfula by fo long a journey. But, when 
this communication was difeovered, the tribute 
could be exported with fpeed and fafety ; and 
troops and military ftores might now be imported 
into the very heart of the country. The natives 


were 
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i<^ere convinced that this cifcumftance would give 
the Ruffians fo great an advantage over them, as 
muft very (hortly confirm their dominion; and 
therefore they immediately refolved to make one 
grand effort for their liberty. 

Beering had, at this time, a fmall fquadron on 
the coaft, and had difpatched what troops coulc^ 
be fpared from the country, to join Powloutfki, 
in an expedition againft the Tfchutfki. The 
time determined on, therefore, for carrying their 
plan into execution, was when Beeringdhould 
have fet fail. This was certainly a well-chofen 
opportunity; and it is matter of aftonifhment, 
that, notwithftanding this confpiracy was fo ge¬ 
neral that every native is faid to have had his 
fliare in it, the whole was conduced with fuch 
fecrecy, that the Ruffians had no fufpicion that 
any hoftile meafures were meditating againft 
them. 

They were equally judicious in planning their 
other operations. A ftrong body was in readi- 
nefs to prevent any communication with the fort 
Anadirfk, and detached parties were fcattered on 
the eaftern coaft, in order to feize any Ruffians 
that might accidentally arrive from Okotfk. 
Things were thus fituated, when Cheekhaerdin, 
(who was then commiffary) was efcorted by the 
troops of the fort, with his tribute, from Verchnci 
to the mouth of the river Kamtfchatka, where a, 
L) 3 veffel 
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veflel was to remove it, and convey it to tho 
Anadir. 

It was further refolved pn, that the revolt 
Ihould not commence, till this veffel (hould be 
out at fea ; and fuch refolution was communicated 
to the dilFerent chiefs. In confeduence of which 
the moment Ihe difappeared, a mofl. dreadful 
maffacre began. Every Ruffian and Coffack 
that could be found, was immediately put to 
death, and their habitations wpre reduced to 
afhes. A large party of them afcended the river 
Kamtfchatka, took pofleffion of the fqrt and q/^ro^f 
which had juft been quitted by the commiffary, 
andllewdi that were in it; and aU the buildings 
were conflimed by fire, the fort and church only 
excepted. Here they received information that 
the Ruffian veflel which had got the commiflTary 
on board, was ftil! remaining on the coaft, and 
“therefore refolved tP defend themfelves in thp 
fort. 

Fortunately the velTel was drived back to the 
harbour; for, had (he profecuted her voyage, the 
utter extirpation of the Ruffians muft haVe en- 
fued. The CofTacks, on their landing, Ending 
that their wives and children had been mordered, 
and their habitaops confumed by hre, were en¬ 
raged alipoft to madnefs. They proceeded im¬ 
mediately to the fort, and attacked it moft furj- 
pufly; the natives defending it with equal refo¬ 
lution. The powder magazine at length took 

lire. 
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fii-e, the fort was blown up, and, with it, alinoft 
every man that was in it. Various rencounters 
and affaffinations fucceeded this event; till, at 
length, two of the leaders being flain, and ano¬ 
ther (firft difpaching his wife and children) hav¬ 
ing put a period to his own exiftencce, peace was 
again eftablifhed. Fron^ that period, no parti¬ 
cular difturbances happened till 174©, when a 
few Ruffians were flain in a tumult, but no far¬ 
ther confequences enfued; and every thing has 
fince gone on very peaceably, excepting the infur- 
redtion at Bolcheretlk, which has been already 
mentioned 

Though, a great many of the inhabitants were 
loft, inquelling the rebellion of 1731, the country 
had afterwards recovered itfelf, and was become 
as populous as ever in 1767; when the fmall-pox 
was, for the firft time, introduced among them, 
by a foldier from Okotlk. It broke out with 
much fury, and was as dreadful in its progrefs as 
the plague; feemingalmoft to threaten their en¬ 
tire extirpation. Twenty thoufand were fuppofed 
to have died by this filthy diforder in Kamtfchat- 
ka, the Kurile iflands, and the Koreki country. 
The inhabitans of whole villages were fometimes 
fwept away ; of which fufficient proof remains. 
There are eight oftrogs about the bay of Awatika, 
which we were told had been completely inhabit¬ 
ed, but now they are all become delolate, except 
St, Peter ^d St, Paul; and oi^y feyen Kamtf- 
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chadales, who are tributary, refide in that. At the ’ 
ojlrog of Paratounca,no more than thirty-fix native 
inhabitants remain, including men, woman, and 
children; tl^ough it contained three hundred and 
fixty before it was vifited by the fmall-pox. We 
paffed no lefs than four extenfive ojirogs, in our 
journey toBolcheretfic, which had not a finglein- 
habitafit in either of them. The number of the 
natives is now fo much diminilhed, and fo many 
Ruffians and Coffacks are continually pouring in 
upon them, and intermixing with them by mar¬ 
riage, that, it is probable, very few of them will 
be left in lefs than half a century. We were in¬ 
formed by Major Behm, that thofe who at this 
time pay tribute, do not exceed three thoufand, 
including the Kurile illanders. 

The number of military in the five forts of 
ISJichnei, Verchnei, Tigil, Bolcheretfic, and St, 
Peter and St. Paul, are about four hundred, in¬ 
cluding Ruffians and Coffacks. Nearly the fame 
number are faid to be at ’Ingiga; which, though 
in the north of the peninfula, is under the com¬ 
mander of Kamtfchatka. The Ruffian traders and 
emigrants are not very confiderable. 

The government eftabliihed over this country 
by the Ruffians, confidered as a military one, is 
remarkably mild' and equitable. The natives 
are fuffered to eledt their own magiftrates in their 
own mode, who exercife the lame pov/ers they 
have ever been aceuftotned to. One of thefe, 
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called a Toion, prefides over each ojlrog, to whom 
all differences are referred ; and who awards fines 
and punilhments for all offences and mifdemea- 
nors ; referring to the governor of Kamtfchatka, 
thofe which are the moft intricate and enormous, 
not choofing to decide upon them himfelf. The 
Toibn alfo appoints a civil officer under him, call¬ 
ed a corporal, who aflifts him in his duty, and offi¬ 
ciates for him in his abfence. 

An edift has been iffued by the emprefs of 
Pvuffia, that no offence fhall be punifhable with 
death. But we are told, that, in cafes of murder 
(which rarely happens here) the knout is inflided 
with fuch feverity, that the offender feldom fur- 
vives the punifhment. 

In fome diftricfs, the only tribute that is ex- 
aded, isafox’sfkin ; in others, a fable’s 5 and, in 
the Kurile ifles, a fea otter’s; but, as the latter is 
confiderably more valuable, the tribute of feveral 
perfons is paid with a fingle fkin. The tribute is 
colleded by the Toions, in the different djftrids, 
and is fo inconfiderable, as hardly to be confider- 
ed in any other light, than as an acknowledg¬ 
ment of the Ruffian dominion over them. 

The Ruffians are not only to be commended 
for the mildnefs of their government, but are 
alfo entitled to applaufe for their fuccefsful en¬ 
deavours in converting the natives'to Chriftianity; 
there being now but very few idolaters remaining 
among thena. If we form a judgment of the 

other 
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Other miffionaries, from the benevolent pallor of 
Paratounca, more fuitable perfons could hot pof- 
libly be engaged in this bufinefs. It may be ne? 
ceffary to obferve, that the religion inculcated 
here, is that of the Greek church. In many of 
xh^ojlrogs, free-fchools are eftabliflied, for the in* 
ftruiSlion of the natives and Coffacks in the Ruf¬ 
fian language. 

The articles exported from this country, confifl; 
entirely of furs, and this bufinefs is principally 
conduced by a company of merchants, appointed 
by the emprefs. Twelve was the number of them 
originally, but three have fince been added to 
them. Befides certain privileges allowed them, 
they are diftinguilhed by wearing a gold medal, 
cxpreffive of the emprefs’s protedtion of the fur 
trade. There are other inferior traders, chiefly 
Coflacks, in different parts of the country. Whilfl; 
the principal merchants remain here, they refide 
cither at Bolcheretfk, or the Nilhnei ojlrog', the 
trade centering entirely in thofe two places. 
This bufinefs was formerly carried on wholly in 
the way of barter, but every article is at prefent 
purchafed with ready money, ho inconfiderable 
quantity of fpecie being circulated in that wretch¬ 
ed country. The furs produce a high price; 
and the natives, from their mode of life, require 
few articles in return. Our failors brought a 
quantity of furs from the coaft of America, and 
wete both pleafed and aftoniflied on receivihg 
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fuch a quantity of filver for them from the mer¬ 
chants ; but as they could not purchafe gin or to¬ 
bacco with it, or any thing elfe that would afford 
them any degree of entertainment, the roubles 
were foon conftdered as troublefome companions, 
and they were frequently employed in kicking 
jthem about the deck. Our men received thirty- 
roubles of a merchant, for a fea-otter’s ikin, and 
in the fame proportion for others ; but, under- 
ftanding they had great quantities to difpofe of, 
and perceiving that they were unacquainted -with 
traffic, be afterwards procured them at a muck 
cheaper rate, 

European articles are the principal that are im¬ 
ported, but they are notfolely confined to Ruffian 
manufaflures. They come from England, Hol¬ 
land, Siberia, Bucharia, the Calmucks, andChina. 
They chiefly confifl; of coarfe woollen and linen 
cloths, ftockings, bonnets, and gloves; thin Per- 
fian filks, pieces of nankeen, cottons, hanker- 
,chiefs, both of filkand cotton; iron ftoves, brafs 
and copper pans, files, guns, powder and (hot; 
hatchets, knives, looking-glaffes, fugar, flour, 
boots, &c. We faw many of thefe articles in the 
poffeffion of one of the merchants, who came from 
Okotlk in the emprefs’s galliot. Thefe commo¬ 
dities, we obferved, fold for three times the fum 
they might have been purchafed for in England. 
And, notwithftanding the merchants have lo ex¬ 
travagant a ptofit upon thefe imported good. 
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they receive ftiil a greater advantage from the 
fale of the furs at Kiachta, a confiderable market 
for them on the frontiers of China. In Kamtf- 
chatka, the beft fea-otter ikins ufually produce 
about thirty roubles a-piece; at Kiachta, the 
Chinefe merchant gives more than double that 
price, and difpofes of them again at Pekin, fora 
much greater fum; after which, an aditional 
profit is made of many of them at Japan. If, 
then, the original value of a Ikin at Kamtfchatka 
is thirty roubles, and it is afterwards tranfported 
to Okotfk, thence by land thirteen hundred and 
fixty-four miles to Kiachta, thence feven hundred 
and fixty miles to Pekin, and after that to be 
tranfported to Japan, what a lucrative trade might 
be eftablifiled between Kamtfchatka and Japan, 
which is not above three weeks fail from it, at;, 
the utnioft ? 

Furs of all kinds, exported from Kamtfchatka 
acrofs the fea of Okotfic, pay ten per duty, 
and fables twelve. And merchandife of all de¬ 
nominations, imported from Okotlk, pay a duty 
of half a rouble for every pood, which is thirty, 
fix Englifli pounds. 

The export and import duties are paid at 
f)r-Oi.iK, but the tribute which is colletfted at 
BoKheietsk, amounts to the annual fum of .ten 
thouland roubles, as we were informed by hfaior 
Bchm. 
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Six teflelSj of the burthen of forty or fifty tons, 
are employed by the emprefs of Ruflia, between 
Okotfk and Bolcheretflc ; five of them are occu¬ 
pied in tranfporting' fliores, &c. from Okotlk to 
Bolcheretsk, except thatfome of them go to Awat- 
ska and the Kamtfchatka river, once in the fpace 
of two or three years; the fixth anfwers the piir- 
pofe of a packet-boat, and is always equipped and 
in readinefs to convey difpatches. About four¬ 
teen veffels are alfo employed by the merchants in 
the fur trade, among the iflands to the eaft. In 
the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul, we faw 
one of thefe frozen up, which was to fail toOona- 
laflika when the feafon would permit. 

It may be neceflary to obferve, that the prin¬ 
cipal,and moft valuable part of the fur trade, lies 
among the iflands between Kamtfchatka and Ame¬ 
rica. . Beering firft difcovered thefe in 1741, and 
as they were found to abound with fea-otters, the 
Ruffian merchants fought anxioufly for the other 
iflands feen by that navigator,fouth-eafi of Kamtf- 
chatka, named in Muller’s map, the iflands of St. 
Abraham, Seduftion, &c. They fell in with no 
lefs than three groups of iflands, in thefe expedi¬ 
tions. The firft, about fifteen degrees eaft of 
Kamtfchatka ; another, twelve degrees eaft of the 
former; and a third, Oonalailika, and the neigh¬ 
bouring iflands. 

Thefe mercantile adventurers alfo proceeded as 
far as Shumagia’s Iflands, of which Kodiak is the 

largeft. 
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largeft. But here they met with fo warma f’e^ 
ceptioh, for attempting to compel the payment of 
a tribute, that they never ventured fo far again^ 
The three groups before-mentioned, however, 
were made tributary.^ The whole fea between 
Kamtfchatka and America is, according to the 
Ruffian charts, covered v/ith iflands; for, |s thofe 
who were engaged in thefeexpeditions,frequently 
fell in with land, which they fuppofed did not 
tally with the lituation laid down by preceding 
adventurers, they immediately fuppofed it to be a 
new difeovery, and reported it accordingly on 
their return ; and, as thefe veffels were ufually 
out three or four years, and foraetimes longer, 
fuch miftakes could not immediately be redlified. 
It is pretty certain, however, that only thofe iflands 
which have been enumerated, have been dif- 
covered in that fea, by the Ruffians, fouth of 6:,® 
latitude. 

The fea-otter skins,whichare certainly the moft 
valuable article in the fur trade, are principally 
drawn from thefe iflands; which being now under 
the Ruffian dominion, the merchants have fadtors 
refiding in fettlements there, for the folepurpofe 
of bartering with the natives. To extend this 
trade, an expedition was fitted out by the admi¬ 
ralty of Okotsk, to make difeoveries to the north 
and north-ealt of the above mentioned iflands, 
and the command of it given to Lieutenant Synd. 
But as this gentleman directed his courfe too far 

north. 
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ntjftli he did not fucceed in the objed of his 
voyage ; for, as we never found a fea^otter north 
of Briftol bay, they, perhaps, avoid thofe lati¬ 
tudes where large amphibious fea- animals are nu- 
Vnerous. The Ruffians have not fince undertaken 
any expedition for making difcoveries to the eaft- 
ward ; but they will, probably, make an advan¬ 
tageous ufe of our difcovery of Cook’s river. 
Notwithftanding the general intercourfe between 
the natives, the Ruffians, and Coffacks, the for¬ 
mer are as much diftinguilhed from the latter by 
their habits and dilpolition, as by their features 
and general figure. 

The perfons of the natives having already been 
defcribed, we fliall only add,that,in their ftature, 
they are below the common height, which Major 
Behm attributes to their marrying fo very early ; 
both fexes ufually engage in the conjugal ftate, at 
thirteen or fourteen years of age. They are ex¬ 
ceedingly induftrious, and may be properly con- 
trafted with the Ruffians and Coffacks, who fre¬ 
quently intermarry with them, apparently for no 
other reafon, but that they may be fupported in 
lazinefs and floth. To this inadivity, may be at¬ 
tributed thofe fcorbutic complaints, which moft 
of them are dreadfully afflii^ed withj whilft the 
natives, who exercife in the open air, entirely 
efcape them. 

Their habitations confift of three diftind forts; 
their jourts, balagans, and log-houfes, whicii are 
3 ■ here 
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here called ifbas; they inhabit the firft in the 
■winter, and the fecond in the furrtmer-j the third 
are introduced by the Ruffians, wherein only the 
■Wealthier people refide. The jourts are thus con- 
ftrufled. A kind of oblong fquare is dug about 
hx feet deep in the earth; the dimenfions muft 
be proportioned to the numbers who are to inha¬ 
bit it, for it is ufual for feveral to live together 
in the (zrat jourt. Strong wooden pofts, or pil¬ 
lars, are fattened in the ground, at equal dif- 
tances from each other, on which thp beams in¬ 
tended to fupport the roof, are extendetj j which 
is formed by joitts, one end of which rett upon 
the ground, and the other on the beams. Be¬ 
tween the joitts, the interttices are filled up with 
wicker work, and turf is fpread over the whole. 
The external appearance of a jourl, refembles a 
round fquat hillock. A hole, ferving for a chim¬ 
ney, window, and door, is left in the center, and 
the inhabitants go in and out by the affittance of 
a long pole, having notches deep enough to af¬ 
ford a little fecurity-for the toe. , On the fide, and 
even with the ground, there is another entrance, 
appropriated to the ufe of the women ; but if a 
man pafles in or out of this door, he becomes as 
much an objeft of ridicule, as a failor who de- 
feends through lubber’s hole. 

Kjourt confitts of one apartment, forming an 
oblong fquare. Broad platforms, made of boards 
are extended along the fides, at the height of 
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about fix inches from the ground ; which ferve 
them for fitting on, and ,on which they repofed; 
firft taking care to cover them with mats and 
ikins. The fire-place is on one fide, and, on the 
other, their provifions and culinary utenfils are 
fhowed. When they make entertainments, the 
compliment is confidered in proportion to the 
heat of the. jonrts; the hotter they are made, the 
more gracious is the reception of the guefts con¬ 
fidered. We always found them fo extremely 
hot as to be intolerable. They generally retire 
to theivjourts about the middle of Oftober, and 
continue in them till the month of May is more 
than half expired. 

To eredt a balagan, nine pofts are fixed into 
the earth, in three regular rows, at equal dif- 
tances from each other, to the height of about 
twelve or thirteen feet from the furface. About 
ten feet from the ground, rafters are laid from 
poll to poft, and fecurely fattened by ttrong ropes. 
The joitts are laid upon thefe rafters, and a turf 
covering completes the platform or floor of the 
balagan. A roof of a conical figure is raifcd upon 
this, by means of long poles, which are fattened 
to the rafters at one end, and meet together in a 
point at the top. The whole is covered, or ra¬ 
ther thatched, with a coarfe kind of grafs. 
Thefe fummer habitations have two doors, placed 
direftly oppofite to each other, to which they 
afcend by the fame kind of ladders that are ufed 
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in the jourts. In tire lower parts, which is left 
entirely open, they dry their filh, vegetables, and 
other articles intended for the confumption of 
the winter. Though fix families ufually live to¬ 
gether in one jourt, a balagan is feldom occu¬ 
pied by more than one at a time. 

The ijbas, or log-houfes, are thus erefted: 
Long timbers are piled horizontally, with the 
ends let into each other, and the feams are filled 
up or caulked with mofs. Like thofe of our 
common cottages, the roof is doping, and 
thatched either with grafs or ruflies. Each log- 
houfe has three apartments in the infide. One 
end may be faid to be a kind of entry, which 
extends the whole width and height of the houfe, 
and feems to be a kind of receptacle for their 
bulky articles, as fledges, harncfs, &c. This 
has a communication with their beft apartment, 
w'hich is in the middle, and is furniflied with broad 
benches, calculated both for eating and fleeping 
upon. A door leads from this into the kitchen, 
al Tioh half of which is taken up with an oven, 
o lire-place ; which is let into the wall that fepa- 
rates the middle apartment and the kitchen, and 
is fo confcu'fled as to communicate the heat to 
both rooms at the fame time. There are two 
t' fts over the kitchen and middle apartment, to 
which the inhabitants afcend by a ladder placed 
ii. tiie entry for that purpofe. Each apartment 
Las fiiiall windows made of and, among 
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the Inferior people, of filh-llcin. The boards 
and beams of their habitations, are fmoothed 
only with a hatchet, for they are ftrangers to the 
plane ; and the fmoke has rendered them of a 
deep Ihining black. 

A town is called an xijlrog in Kamtfchatka, and 
confifts of feveral houfes or habitations of the 
various kinds above-mentioned. Balagans are 
confiderably the moft numerous; aud it is re¬ 
markable that we never law a houfe of any kind 
that was detached from an oftrog. There are, in 
St. Peter and St. Paul, feven log-houfes, nineteen 
balagans^ and three jourts. Paratounca is nearly 
of the fame fize. Karatchin and Natcheekin have 
not fo many log-houfe as the former, but rather 
more balagans and jourts; whence may be con¬ 
cluded that fuch is the moft general fize of an 
oftrog. 

The drefs of the Kamtfchadale women having 
already been defcribed, we lhall proceed to that 
of the men. The upper garment refembles that 
of a waggoner’s frock. If for fummer wear, it 
is made of nankeen ; if intended for winter, it 
is made of a ikin, (generally that of a deer or 
dog') having one fide tanned, and the hair pre- 
ferved on the other, which is worn innermoft. 
A clofe jacket of nankeen, or fome other cotton 
fluff, is the next under this; and beneath that, a 
fliirt made of thin Perfian filk, of a red, blue, or 
yellow colour. They wear alfo a pair of long 
M 2 breeches. 
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breeches, or tight trowfers, of leather, reaching 
below the calf of the leg. They have likewife 
a pair of boots, made of dog or deer llcin, with 
the hair innermofr. They have a fur cap, having 
two flaps that arc ufually tied up clofe to the 
head, but are permited to fall round the flhoulders 
in bad weather. 

The fur drefs, which was prefent by Major 
Behm’s fon to Captain King, is one of thole 
worn ^on ceremonious occafions by the Toions,^ 
It is iliaped like the exterior garment we have 
juft deferibed, and confifts of fmall triangular 
pieces of fur, chequered brown and wdiite, and 
fo ingenioufly joined as to appear to be of the 
fame Ikin. A border, of the brcaclili of fix 
inches, curioufly wrought with dificrent coloured 
threads of leather, ftu rounds the bottom, and 
produces a rich effedt. A broad edging of the 
fea-otter’s Ikin is fufpended to this. The fleeves 
are ornamented with the fame materials. An 
edging fftit alfo encircles the neck, and furrounds 
the opening at the brealt. It is lined vrith a 
bcautiliil white Ikin. And the prefent was ac¬ 
companied with a pair of gloves, a cap, and a 
pair of boots, executed with the utmoft neat , 
nefs, and ccnipoled of the fame materials. The 
Ruffians who refide in Kamtlchatka, wear the 
European drefs; and the uniform worn by the 
troops here, is of a dark green turned up witli 
red. The people, ficuated to the north and fouth 
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of this country, being but iinperfecflly known, 
we (hall give fuch information as wc have been 
able to acquire, refpefting the Kunle iilands, 
and the Koreki and Tfchutrki. 

The Kuriles are a chain of idands, extending 
from latitude 51° to 45"^, running from the 
fouthern promontory of Kamtfchaika to Japan, 
in a fouth-weft direftion. The inhabitants of 
the neighbourhood ofLopatka, who weie theni- 
felves called Kuriles, gave ihefe iilands the fame 
name, as foon as they became acquainted with 
them. Spanberg fays they are twenty-two in 
number, exclufive of the very fmall ones. The 
northernmoft ifland, which is called Shoomfka, 
is about three leagues diftant from the proraonr 
tory Lopatka, its inhabitants confiding of a mix¬ 
ture of natives and Kamtfchadales. The next 
which is named Paramoufir, is confiderably larger 
than Shoomska, and is inhabited by the real na¬ 
tives ; whofe aneeftors, they fay, came from an 
ifland, called Onecutan, a little farther to the 
fouth. The Ruffians paid their firfl; vifit to thefe 
two iflands in 1713, and added it to the domi¬ 
nions of the Emprefs. The others, as fiir as 
Oofheflteer inclufive, are now made tributary, if 
we may rely upon the information of the worthy 
paftor of Paratounca, their miffionary j who pays 
them a vifit once in three years, and mentions 
the iflanders in the moft refpeftable terms, ex¬ 
tolling them for their generofity, hofpitality, and 
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humanity; and that they excel their Kamtfchadale 
neighbours as much in the gracefulnefs of their 
perfons, as in their docility and underftanding. 

Though the illand of Oofhefbeer is the fartheft 
to the fouth, of any under the dominion of 
Ruffia, yet they are faid to trade to Qoroop, 
which is the eighteenth in order; and is the only 
one that has a good harbour for veflels of bur-t 
then. Nadeegfda lies to the fouth of this, and 
is faid to be inhabited by a race of men who are 
remarkably hairy, and wlio live in a ftate of per, 
fed; independence, like th^e^ of Ooroop*. 

Nearly in the fame diredtion, lie a group of 
iflands, called Jefo, by the Japanefe; a name alfo 
given by them to the chain of iflands between 
Kamtfchatka and Japan. That called Matmai, 
which is the furtheft to the fouth, belongs to the 
Japanefe, and has a garrifon and fortifications on 
the fide towards the continent. The iflanders of 
Kunachir, and Zellany, to the north-eaft of 
Matmai, and three others, called the Three 
Siflers, ftill farther to the north-eaft, are entirely 
independent. The inhabitants of Matmai barter 
with thofe of the iflands laft mentioned, as well 
as with thofe of the Kuriles to the northward. 

*Spanberg, fpeaking of thefe people, fays, their bodies 
are covered all over with hair, that they wear a loofe ftriped 
filk gown, and many of them have filver rings pendant from 
the ears. Their being hairy all over the body, is alfo men¬ 
tioned ifi the journal of the fhipCaftriccm. 
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Many of the inhabitants of thofe iflands that 
are under the dominion of Ruffia, are now con¬ 
verted to chriftianity. And perhaps the time is 
Bot far diftant, when an advantageous commerce 
will be carried on between Kamtfchatka and this 
extenfive chain of iflands, which may afterwards 
produce a communication with Japan itfelf. This 
intercourfe may probably be facilitated by a cir- 
cumftance which Major Behm related, that feve- 
ral Ruffians, having been taught the Japanefe 
language, by two natives of that country, who 
had been Ihipwrecked on the coaft of Kamt¬ 
fchatka, had been fent among thofe iflands. The 
advantages that muft infallibly accrue to the 
Ruffians, by eftablilhing a commerce, with the 
Japanefe, Iiave been already adverted to, and are 
fufficiently obvious. 

The Koreki country confifts of two diftinft 
nations, which are called the wandering and fixed 
Koriacs. Part of the ifthmus of Kamtfchatka is 
inhabited by the former, as well as all the coaft 
of the Eaftern Ocean, from thence to the Anadir. 
The nation of the wandering Koriacs extends 
weftwards towards the river Kovyma, and along 
the northrcaft of the fea of Okotflc, as far the 
river Penfltina. 

The refemblance between the fixed Koriacs, 
and the Kamtfchadales, is very ftriking; both 
jfoiintries too depend alike on fifhing for fubfift- 
M 4 ence. 
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ence. Their clothing and habitations are equally 
fimilar. The fixed Koriacs are under tlie difl:ri( 3 t 
of the Ingiga, and are tributary to Ruffia. 

The wandering Koriacs are wholly employed 
in breeding and pafturing deer, and are faid to 
have immenfe numbers in their poffeffionj it 
being common for a Angle chief to have a herd 
of four or five thoufand. Deer is the food they 
fubfift upon, and have an averlion to every kind 
pf filh. They eredl no balagans', their only ha¬ 
bitations being fomewhat like the Kamtfchadale 
jourts, except that, in winter, they are covered 
yith raw deer-lkins; and, in fummer, with fuch 
as have been tanned. Their fledges are drawn 
only by deer, and thofe which are ufed in 
drawing them feed in the fame pafture with the 
others. If they are wanted, the herdfman makes 
ofe of a certain cry which is familiar to them, 
which they obey quitting the herd immediately. 
The two nations of the Koriacs, (as we were in¬ 
formed by the priefl of Paratounca) and the 
Tfchutfki, make ufe of different dialedts of the 
fame language; but it has not the fmallefl; affi¬ 
nity to that of the Kamtfchadale. 

The country inhabited by the Tfchutfki, is 
bounded by the Anadir on the fouth, and ex¬ 
tends to the Tfchutfkoi Nofs. Their attention, 
like that of the wandering Koriacs, is confined 
chiefly to their deer, with which their country 

abounds. 
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abounds. They are a courageous, well-made, 
warlike race of people; and are formidable neigh¬ 
bours to the Koriacs of both nations who often 
experience their depredations. The Ruffians have 
long endeavoured to bring them under their do¬ 
minion ; and though they have loft a great num¬ 
ber of men in their different expeditions to ac- 
complifh this purpofe, they have never yet beeit 
able to effect it. 


CHAP 
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CHAP, vm 

Tlan of further Operations—The Ships^ on quitting 
Awatjka Bajy fail along the Coaji — Achachtnjkoi 
Bay-r^Cape Lopatka—The IJland of Shoomjka — 
t'he IJle of Paramoufir—Obfervations relative to 
. the Land of fepy Staten IJland^ and the Com^ 
panf s Land-Many Birds obferved—violent 
Storm - Pofition of Zellany, Kunajhir^ and the 
Three Sifters—De G ^mals Land -IneffeBual At-- 
tempts to make the Land---The Ships fail for 
Jap -Various Parts of the JapaneJe CoaJl de- 
fcribed—Cape Nambu --Two Japanefe t'ejfels 
obferved— Defcription of one of them-—Boifterous 
JVeather-- ape de Kennis---Boomije*s' Point- 
Low Point—White Point-—Sanddown Point — 
Projecution of our Voyage to China—Violent Cur¬ 
rents—-Eluant ities of Pumice- Stone--.Phree Iftands 
difcovefed- Stdphur Iftand defcribed—Steer for 
the Bafjee Ifles—Fruitlefs Search for them—The 
Iftand of Praia—The Praia Sho I—-Some Chinefe 
. Fjhin^ -boats feen—The Lema Iftands—Signal 
for a Chinefe Pilot—The Grand Ladron^ Iftand 
-—Journals and other Papers of the ■ fficers and 
Men, relating to the Hiftoj of the Voyage^ de 
livered up^ 

A S the 'Lords of the Admiralty, in the in- 
ftru6tions v/hich they had given for the re¬ 
gulation of the prefent voyage, had entrufted the 
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commanding officer of the expedition with a dif. 
cretionary power, in cafe of not fuccecding in the 
difcovery of a paflage from the Pacific Ocean into 
the Atlantic, to make choice, in his return to 
England, of whatever route he fliouldjudge beft 
adapted for the improvement of geography ; Cap¬ 
tain Gore defired, that the principal officers would 
deliver their fentiments, in writiong, relative to 
the mode in which thefe inftrudlions might moll 
cfFe£tually be carried into execution. The refulc 
of their opinions, which, to his great fatisfadi- 
on, he found unanimous, and perfedtly agreeing 
with his own, was, that the condition of our vef- 
fels, of the fails, cordage, &c. rendered it ha¬ 
zardous and unfafe to make any attempt, as the 
winter was now approaching, to navigate thefea 
between Afia and Japan, which would otherwife 
have opened to us the moft copious field for dif- 
c.overy: that it was therefore moft prudent to 
fteer to the eaftward of that ifland ; and, in our 
way thither, to fail along the Kuriles, and exa¬ 
mine, in a moft particular manner, thofe ifland^ 
that are fituated neareft to the northern coaft of 
Japan, which are faid to be of confiderable ex¬ 
tent, and not fubjed to the Ruffians or Japanefe. 
Should we have the good fortune to meet with 
fonae fecure and commodious harbours in any of 
thefe illands, we fuppofed they might prove of 
confiderable importance, as convenient places of 
jffielter for fubfequent navigators, who might be 

employed 



yi A VOYAGE TO THE 

employed in exploring the feas, or as the means 
of producing a commercial intercourfe among 
the adjacent dominions of the two above-menti¬ 
oned empires. Our next objeft was to take a 
furvey of the coafts of the Japanefe illes; after 
■which we defigned to make the coaft of China, 
as far to the north as was in our power, and pro¬ 
ceed along it to Macao. 

This plan of operations being adopted. Cap¬ 
tain King was ordered by Captain Gore, in cafe 
the two fhips Ihould fepara'e, to repair without 
delay to Macao ; and on the 9th. of Oftober, 
about fix o’clock in the afternoon, having cleared 
the entrance of the bay of Awatlka, we made 
fail to the fouth eadward, the wind blowing from 
the north-weft and by weft. A perfecft calm en- 
fued at midnight, and continued till the noon of 
the following day ; at which time the light-hovife 
was at the diftance of fourteen or fifteen miles, 
bearing north half weft j and CapeGavareea bore 
fouth by weft half weft. Our prefent depth of 
water being fixty and feventy fathoms, our peo¬ 
ple were very profitably engaged in catching cod, 
which were extremely fine, and in great abun¬ 
dance. A breeze fpringing up from the weft 
about three o’clock in the afternoon, we fteered 
to the fouth along the coaft. 

A head-land now opened with Cape Gavareea, 
in the direftioh of fouth by weft, fituated about 
twenty-one milts beyond it, Betwixt them are 

two 
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two narrow, though deep inlets, which may per¬ 
haps unite behind what has the appearance of ail 
elevated ifland. The coafts of thefe inlets are 
rather fteep and cliffy. The hills, which break 
with abruptnefs, form chafms and vallies, that 
are plentifully furniihed with wood. 

Between Awatlka Bay, and Cape Gavareea, 
which lies in the longitude of 158° 38^, and in 
the latitude of 52° 21'', there appear to be feveral 
inlets, which may, at hrft fight, flatter the navi¬ 
gator with hopes of procuring ihelter and good 
anchorage : but we were affured by the Ruflian 
pilots, that there are none that will admit veffels 
even of the finalleft: fize, as the fpaces which fetnl 
vacant, between the lofty projefting head-lands, 
are filled up with low land. 

We again had a calm towards the evening: 
but, about midnight, a light breeze fprung up 
from the north, which gradually augmented to a 
llrong gale. On Monday the i ith, at noon, we 
were in the latitude of 52 ^4'", and in the longitude 
of 158^ 31''; Cape Gavareea bearing north by 
weft a quarter weft, and the fouthern extremity 
fouth-weft half weft. We were now at the dif- 
tance of nine or ten miles from the neareft part 
of the coaft, and perceived the whole inland coun¬ 
try covered with Inow. A point of land towards 
the fouth, which we judged to be in the latitude 
of 51° 54^, conilituted the northern fide of a deep 
bay, diltinguhhed by the name of Achachinikoi, 
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in whofe .diftaht bottom we imagined that a largS 
river difcharged itfelf, aS the land behind ap¬ 
peared remarkably low. To the fciithward of* 
Achachinlkoi Bay, the land did not exhibit fach 
a rugged and barren afpeft, as was obfervable in 
that part of the country which we had before 
paired. 

We had variable winds during the night, ac¬ 
companied with rain ; but, the next morning, at 
four o’clock, the wind began to blow with fueh 
violenc^from the north-eaft quarter, that we 
were obliged to double-reef the top-fails, and 
thought proper to ftand to agreaterdiftance from 
the fhore. About fix o’clock, the weather be¬ 
came more moderate and fair; in confequence of 
which we again ftood in for the land. Our lati¬ 
tude, at twelve, was 51°, and our longitude 157'’ 
The moft northerly land in view, being 
the point which we have already mentioned as firft 
opening with Cape Gavareea, was in the direc¬ 
tion of north-north-eaft. A head-land, having 
a flat fummit, which is fituated in the latitude of 
51° 27^, and forms the fouthern point of an inlet, 
named Girowara, bore north a quarter-eaft, and 
the moft foutherly land in fight was about eight¬ 
een miles diftant, bearing weft three quarters 
horth. We could, at this time, faintly perceive 
low land extending from the fouthern extremity; 
but as the wind Ihifted to the north-weft, we 
Were unable to obtain a nearer view of it. 


At 
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At fix o’clock in the afternoon, we difcerned, 
from the maft-head, Cape Lopatka, which is the 
moft fouthern extreme of Kamtfchatka. This 
cape, which is very low and flat, and gradually 
Hopes from the elevated level land that we had 
fight of at noon, bore weft half north, at the dif- 
tance of fifteen or fixteen miles; and the high 
land, at the fame time, bore north-weft by weft 
half weft. This point of land forming fo diftin- 
guifhed an objed in the geography of the eaftern 
coaft of Afia, we were glad of an opportunity of 
afcertaining, by accurate obfervations, its exad 
pofition, which is in the longitude of 156° 45', 
and in the latitude of 51^. We perceived, to 
the north-weft of it, a very lofty mountain, whofe 
fummit was loft in the clouds. At the lame in- 
ftant, the firft of the Kurile iflands, named Shoom- 
Ika, made its appearance, in the diredion of weft 
half fouth. 

The paflage between Shoomfka and Cape Lo^ 
patka, is reprefeated by the Ruffians as being 
one league in breadth, and extremely dangerous, 
as well on account of the rapidity of the tides,- 
as of the funken rocks which lie off the Cape. 
The coaft, from Cape Gavareea to Lopatka, 
trends to the fouth-eaftwarJ. The land, to the 
fouth of Achachinlkoi, is not fo elevated and 
broken as betwixt that bay and the entrance of 
the bay of Awatfka, being only of a moderate 
height towards the fea, with hills rifing gradually 

further 
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further inland. The coaft is of confiderable flecp- 
nefs, and abounds with white chalky patches. 

Having a calm at noon, we had an opportu-i 
nity of catchingl ome excellent cod. Our depth 
of water, at this time, was forty fathoms; and 
our diftance from Cape Lopatka was between five 
and fix leagues. During the night we flood to 
the fouth-fouth-wefl: under an eafy fail, with a 
wefterly wind. We founded at midnight, and 
found ourfelves in fixty fathoms water. 

On the 13th, at break of day, we defcried the 
fecond of the Kurile Ifiands, named Paramoufir 
by the Ruffians, extending from weft half fouth 
to north-weft by weft* This land was exceed¬ 
ingly high, and almoft wholly covered with fnow* 
Ac twelve o’clock, its extremeties bore from weft- 
north-weft half weft, to north-north-weft half 
weft; and a lofty peaked mountain, from which 
fbme of our people imagined they beheld fmoke 
iffuing, was at the diftance of twelve or thirteen 
leagues, bearing north-w'eft by weft half weft. 
Our latitude, at this time, was 49° 49 , and our 
longitude 157°. We obferved, in the courfe of 
the day, ftveral whales, and a confiderable num¬ 
ber of albatrofles and gulls. 

The iiland of Paramoufir is the largeft of the 
Kuriles that are fubjedl to the dominion of the 
Ruffians ; and is worthy of a more accurate fur- 
vey, than we were, on this occafion, enable to 
take. For, in the afternoon, the wefterly wind 

increafing 
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Increafing to a brilk gale, it Was not in our power 
to make a nearer approach to it than we had 
made at noon; we were, therefore, obliged to 
content ourfelves with endeavouring- to determine 
its pofition at that diftance. The fouthern ex¬ 
treme ofthe'ifland ftands, according to our com¬ 
putation, in the latitude of 49° 58^; the northern 
extremity we place in the latitude of 50° 46', 
and in the longitude of lo' weft of Cape Lo- 
patka; and as this fituation does not materially 
differ from that which the Ruffians have affign- 
ed, it is in all probability, very near the truth. 

While we were abreaft of Paramoufir, we had 
a very violent fwell from the north-eaftward, 
though the wind had continued, for fome time, 
in the weftern quarter; a circumftance' which 
more than once occurred to our obfervation du¬ 
ring the courfe of the voyage. In the night we 
founded, but did not reach the bottom with fifty 
fathoms of line. The two following days, the 
wind blowing frefh from the weft, obliged us to 
ft^er to the fouthward, and confequently pre¬ 
vented us from feeing any more of the Kuriles. 

On Saturday the i6th, at noon, oitr latitude 
was 45° if i our longitude, deduced from many 
hmar obfervations taken during the three preced¬ 
ing days, was 155° 30^; and the variation was 
4° 30'’ eaft. In this fituation, we were almoft 
encompaffed by the real or pretended difcoveries 
of prior navigators, and could not readily deter- 
VoL. IV,—2z, N" mins 



I 


A VOYAGE TO THE 


mine to which we Ihould diredt our courfc. To¬ 
wards the fbuth and the fouth-weft, a group con- 
fifting of five iflands, named Kunafhir, Zellany, 
and the Three Sifters, were placed in the French 
charts. According to the fame charts, we were 
now about ten leagues to the weft of De Gama’s 
Land, which, in April laft, we had paflTedto the 
eaftward, at a diftance fomewhat lefs than the 
prefent, without obferving the leaft appearance 
of it j from which circumftance it may reafonably 
be inferred, that, if fuch land has any exiftence, 
it muft be an ifland of very fmall extent. If, on 
the other hand, we adopt the original pofition 
of this land, as fixed by Texeira, it was fituated 
to the weft by fouthj and the Company’s Land*. 
Staten Ifland-f-, and the land of Jefo, were like- 
wife imagined to lie nearly in the fame diredion. 

With refpedto the famous land of Jefo, which 
has, for fo long a time, proved a ftumbling-block 
to modern geographers, it may|be obferved, that 
it was firft brought to the knowledge of Euro¬ 
peans by the Caftricom and Brelkes. The name, 
from the earlieft accounts, appears to have been 


• The Dutchman v.’ho failed in the Caftricom and Brefkes, 
had fight of this land, which they fuppofed was a part of the 
American continent; but there now remains very little doubt 
of its being the iflands of Nadeegfda and Ooroop. 

f This land, which was alfo difeovered by the Caftricom, 
feems, from the fituation affigned to it in the journal of that 
fresTel, to be the iflands called the Three Sifters. 

well 
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well known to the Kamtfchadales and Japanele, 
and indifcriminately ufed by them for all the 
illands that are fituate between Japan and Kamtf- 
chatka. It has been fince affixed to an extenfive 
imaginary ifland, or continent, pretended to have 
been difeovered by the two Dutch fliips above- 
mentioned ; and, therefore, it may not, perhaps, 
be deemed improper to take the grounds of this 
error into our confideration. The expedition, 
in which thofe veffels were engaged, was under¬ 
taken with a view of exploring the eaftern coaft 
of Tartary; but, a ftorm feparating the two 
fhips, off the fouth-eaft point of Japan, they fail-' 
ed along the eaftern fide of that ifland in different 
tracks ; and, paffing its northern extreme, pro¬ 
ceeding fingly on their voyage. De Vries, com¬ 
mander of the Caftricom, fleering a northerly 
courfe, fell in with land on the third day, in the 
42d degree of latitude. He failed (according to 
the journal of the expedition) along the fouth- 
eaftern coaft, in a continual fog, for the fpace of 
about fixty leagues ; and having brought his (hip 
to anchor in feveral places, had a friendly com¬ 
munication with the natives. Now, as theiflands 
of Zellany, Kunafliir, and Matimai, appear, from 
the difeoveries of Captain Spanberg, to ftand ex- 
aftly in this fituation, it is more than probable 
that they are the fame land ; and the error of 
De Vries, in fuppofing them to be one continent 
' feems to be fufficiently accounted for from this 
N 2 cir- 
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circumftance of the fog, without our adopting 
the fuppofition of an earthquake, by which Mr. 
Muller, dehrous of reconciling the general opi¬ 
nion with the later difcoveries of the Ruffians, 
imagines the feveral parts to have been feparated. 
The journal afterwards mentions the difcovery of 
Staten Ifland and the Company’s Land, refpeding 
which we have already declared our fentiments. 
When th^y had paffed through the Straits of De 
Vries, (continues the journal) they entered an 
extenfive, wild, and tempeftuous fea, in which 
they proceeded, with dark mifty weather, to the 
48th degree of northern latitude ; after which, 
being driven to the fouth by adverfe winds, they 
again fell in with land, towards the weft, in the 
latitude of 45°, which they ftill fuppofed was 
a part of the continent of Jefe; whereas, if any 
perfon will examine Janfen’s map ofxheir difco¬ 
veries, which appears to be . very .accurate, he. 
will not, we think, entertain a d.oubt of their 
being, at this time, on the coaft of Tartary. 
After they had traced this land four degrees to 
the northward, they returned towards the fouth 
through the fame ftraits they had before paffed. 

But, to return to the narrative of our voyage ; 
the wind having veered, in the afternoon of the 
i6th, to the northward, we hauled round to tire 
weft. In the courfe of this day we obferved feveral 
aibatroiles, fulmars, and numerous flocks of 
birds: we alio faw a number of filh, which were 

called 
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called grampufes by our faiiors; but we were 
rather inclined to judge, from the appearance of 
thole which pafled clofe by our velfels, that they 
were the or fword-filb, mentioned by 

Kralcheninicolf, who has given a curious account 
of their mode of attacking the whales. In the 
evening, being vifited by afmall land bird, about 
the fize of a gold-finch, and not unlike that bird 
in plumage and fhape, we thought proper to 
keep a careful look-out for land. However, 
upon our trying for foundings at midnight, we 
did not ftrike ground with forty-five fathoms 
of line. 

The next day, at noon, our longitude was 
154°, and our latitude 45° The wind again 
becoming wefherly, we were under the necelEry 
of fleering a more foutherly courfe; and, about 
midnight, we had a frelh gale from the fame 
quarter, attended with heavy rain. In the courle 
of the morning, we faw another land-bird, and 
feveral flocks of petrels and gulls diredling their 
courfe to the fouth-weftward. 

The heavy north-eaft Cwell, which had con- 
ftantly been obferved by us fince we had pafled 
vLopatka, now ceafed, and fuddenly changed to 
the fouth-eaft. On the iSth, in the forenoon, wc 
faw confiderable quantities of rock-weed, from 
which, as well as from the flights of birds already 
mentioned, we imagined that the fouthernmoft 
of the ICuril» Iflands was at no great diftance 
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from us; and, about the fame time, the wind 
ftiifting to the fouthward, we were enabled to 
fteer for it. At two o’clock, we fet ftudding- 
lails, and ftood to the weftward ; but, the wind 
augmenting to a gale, we were quickly obliged 
to double-reef the top-fails ; and, at midhight, 
we deemed it neceffary to examine our depth of 
water. We accordingly founded; but, meeting 
with no ground at the depth of feventy- five 
fathoms, we again bore away to the weft, with 
the wind in the fouth-eaft point. 

This courfe we continued till two in the morn¬ 
ing of the 19th, when the weather becoming 
thick and gloomy, we hauled our wind, and ftood 
to the fouth-weftward till five o’clock, at which 
time a violent ftorm reduced us to our courfes. 
Though, from the unfavourable .ftate of the 
weather, there was but little probability of our 
making the land, our attention was ftill anxioufly 
diredted to this objeft ; and, on the appearance 
of day-light, we ventured to fteer weft by fouth. 
We proceeded on the fame courfe till ten o’clock 
in the forenoon, when the wind fuddenly veered 
round to the fouth-weft, and was accompanied 
with clear weather. Scarce had we availed our- 
felves of this, by letting out the reefs, and fetting 
the top-fails, when it began to blow with fuch 
vehemence, that we were under the neceflity of 
clofe-reefing again ; and, about noon, the wind 
fhifting more to the weft, we were prevented from 

continuing 
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continuing any longer on this tack: we therefore 
put about, and ftood towards the fouth. 

Our latitude, at this time, was 44'’ 12'', and 
our longitude 150° 4c/; fo that, after all our 
exertions, we had the mortification of finding 
ourfelves, according to the Ruffian charts, upon 
the fame meridian with Nadeegfda, which they 
reprefent as the moft foutherly of all the Kurile 
Illands, and about fixty miles to the fouthward. 

Though the violent and adverfe winds 
that we had met with for the laft fix days, had 
deprived us of an opportunity of getting in with 
thefe iflands, yet the courfe on which we had 
been obliged to proceed, did not prove alto¬ 
gether deftitute of geographical advantages. For 
the groupe of iflands, comprehending Zellany, 
Kunafliir, and the Three Sifters, which, in the 
maps of Monfieur D’Anville, are laid down in 
the track we had juft crofled, are, by this means, 
demonftrably removed from that pofition; and 
thus an additional proof is obtained of their 
being fituated to the weft, where Captain Span- 
berg has placed them, between the longi¬ 
tudes of 142° and 147°. But this fpace being 
occupied, in the French charts, by Staten Ifland, 
and part of the land of Jefo,. the opinion of 
Muller becomes highly probable, that they 
all the fame lands ; and, as we have no reafon to 
call in queftion the accuracy of Spauberg, we 
have, in oqr general map, re-inftated Kunalhir, 
N 4 Zellany, 
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Zellany, and tlie tThree Sifters, in-their?pK>per 
lituation,. And have totally omitted the r>eft. 

When we.reflcft on the manner in which-the 
Ruffians have qiultiplied the Illands of the Nor-* 
them Archipelago, not only from the want of 
aceuraey in afeertaining their real pofition, hut 
Ijkewife from the defife natural to mankind of 
propagating new difeoveries, we lhall not be fur- 
pri-zed that tlve iame-eaufes.lhould produce fim ilar 
effe&s. It is-thus-that the lands of Jefo, which 
appear, as well from .Le eadielt traditions among 
the Ruffians, as from the accounts of the Ja- 
panefe, to be no other than the fouthern Kurile 
Illands, have been imagined to be diftinft from 
the latter. De Cama’s land is next on record; 
and this was originally reprefented as being nearly 
in the fame lituation with thofe we have juft 
mentioned; but it was afterwards removed, in 
order to make room for Staten Illand and the 
Company’s Land; and, as Jefo, and the moft 
•foutherly of the Kuriles, had likewife polTeffion 
pf this fpacc, that nothing might be loft, the 
former had a place provided for it to the weftward^ 
^nd the latter towards the eaft. 

As according to the Ruffian charts, the illes 
of Kunafhir and Zellany, were ftill to the fouth, 
we entertained fome hopes of being able to make 
•them, and, with this view, kept our head to¬ 
wards the weft as much as the wind would per¬ 
mit. At twelve o’clock, on the zotb, our lati- 
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tude was 43^ 47^5 and our longitude 15c' 30^; 
and we were then {landing to the weft by fouth, 
with a gentle breeze from the fouth-eaft, ,and, 
foon after, were, in all probability, not more 
than four and twenty leagues to the eaft of 
Zellany; but this good fortune was not of long 
duration : for, about three in the afternoon, the 
wind Ihifting to the north-wefc point, :began to 
blow with fuch violence, that we were brought 
under our miz-en ftay-fail and fore-fail. 

‘For the next twenty-four hours, wediad heavy 
rain and vehement fqualls; after which, the 
weather becoming moderate, and the horizon 
being in fome meafure clear we were enabled to 
fet our top-fails; but as the wind-continued to 
blow from the north well, all our attempts to 
make the land were rendered abortive, and' we 
were at length obliged to relinquifli all further 
thoughts of dilcovery to the northward of Japan. 
To this difappointment we fubmitted with the 
-greater reluftance, as our curiolity had been con- 
diderably excited by the accounts that are givem 
of the natives of thefe iliands. 

An accident befel the Refolution in the after- 
Boon of the zifl; for the leach-rope of her fore- 
top-fail gave way, and fplit the fail. As this had 
frequently happened during the life of Captain 
Cook, he had, on fuch occafions, ordered the 
foot and leach-ropes of the top fails to be taken 
put^ and larger ones to Fe fixed in their room ; 

and 
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and thefe likewife proving incapable of fupport- 
ing the ftrain that was on them, it manifeftly 
appears, that the juft proportion of ftrength be¬ 
tween the fail and thofe ropes is extremely mif- 
calculated in our fervice. 

This day a land-bird, fomewhat larger than a 
iparrow, but greatly refembling one in other 
refpeds, perched on our rigging, and was caught. 
The gale now gradually abated; fo that, on Fri¬ 
day the 22d, in the morning, we let out the reefs 
of our top-fails, and carried more fail. Our 
latitude, at twelve o’clock, was 40® 58'', and our 
longitude 14S® the variation 3° eaft. ' 

During the afternoon, another land-bird pitch¬ 
ed on one of our fhips, and was fo exhaufted with 
fatigue, jhat it fuffered itfelf to be taken in- 
llantaneoufly, and expired a few hours after¬ 
wards. Its fize did not exceed that of a wren ; 
it had on its head a tuft of yellow feathers, and 
the reft of its plumage was fimilar to that of a 
linnet. The bird that we mentioned before as 
bearing a great refemblance to a fparrow, lived 
a long time after it was taken. 

Thefe birds affording clear indications, that 
we were not at any very confiderabie diftance 
from the land, and the wind, after varying for 
a little time, fettling at the north point in the 
evening, our hopes of falling in with the land 
again revived, and we fteered to the weft-north- 
W'cft; in which dircdlion were fituated^ at the 

diftance 
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diftance of about fifty leagues, the fouthernmoft 
illands, feen by Captain Spanberg, and faid to 
be inhabited by hairy men. The wind, however, 
did not keep pace with our wilhes, but blew in 
fuch light airs, that we made little progrefs, till 
about eight o’clock the following morning, when 
a frefli breeze fprung up from the fouth-fouth- 
weft, with which we continued our courfe to the 
weft-north-weft till the evening. The latitude, 
at noon, was 40'^ 35^; and the longitude, deduced 
from feveral lunar obfervations, was 146° 45'. 
The variation of the needle was 17*' eaft. 

In the evening, we had violent fqually gales, - 
accompanied with rain; and, as we had, in the 
courfe of this day, paffed fome patches of green 
grafs, and obferved a number of fmallland birds, 
a lhag, and many flocks of gulls, we did not 
think it confiftent with prudence, having all thefe 
figns of the vicinity of land, to ftand on for the 
whole night. We, therefore, about midnight, 
tacked, and for the fpace of a few hours, ftecred 
to the fouth-eaftward. 

Qn the 24th, at four in the morning, we again 
bore away to the weft-north-weft, and carried a 
prefs of fail till about feven o’clock in the even¬ 
ing, when the wind veered round from fouth- 
fouth-weft to the north, and blew a frefli gale. 
Our longitude, at this time, was 145° 20', and 
our latitude 40° 57^ 


This 
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This fecorid difappointment in our attempts to 
get to the north-weftvvard, the tempeftyous wea¬ 
ther with which we had been harafled, and the 
fmall probability, at this feafon of the year, of 
its becoming more favourable to our defigns, 
were the motives that now induced Captain Gore 
finally to abandon all further learch for the illands 
fituate to the northward of Japan, and to direft 
his courfe torhe vveft-fouth-weft, for the north¬ 
ern part of that ifland. 

The wind, during the night, Ihifted to the 
north-eaft, and blew a bri/kgalej and, at the 
fame time, we had heavy rain, and hazy weather. 
On the 25th, at noon, we were in the latitude of 
40° 18'', and in the longitude of 144°. Flights 
of wild ducks were this day obferved by us j a 
pigeon lighted upon our rigging; and many 
birds, refembling linnets, flew about the fltips, 
with a degree of vigour, that gave us reafon to 
imagine they had not been long on the wing. 
We alfo pafled a piece either of bamboo or fugar- 
cane, and feveral patches of long grafs. Thefe 
indications of our being at no great diftance from 
land, determined us to try for foundings; but 
we could not reach the botom with ninety fa¬ 
thoms of line. On the appproach of evenir^g, the 
wind gradually veered round to the fouth, with 
which we continued our courfe to the weft-fouth- 
weft. 
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Oa Tuefday the 26th, at break of day, we had 
the fatisfadiojti of perceiving high land towards 
the weft, which proved to be Japan. At eight 
o’clock, it was at the diftance of ten or twelve 
miles, and extended from foiuh by weft to north- 
weft. A low flat cape, which apparently confti*. 
tuted the fouthern part of the entrance of a bay, 
bore north-weft three quarters weft. Near the 
fouth extremity, a hill of a conic figure appeared, 
bearing fouth by weft three quarters weft. To 
the north of this hill, there feemed to be an 
inlet ofvery confiderable depth, the northern fide 
of whofe entrance is formed by a low point of 
land j and, as well as we were enabled to judge 
by the alfiftance of our glafles, has a finall ifland 
near it towards the fouth. 

Having ftood on till nine o’clock, we had by 
that time approached within five or fix miles of 
the land, which bore weft three quarters fouth. 
Our depth of water was fifty-eight fathoms, with 
a bottom compofed of very fine fand. We now 
tacked, and ftood off; but, as the wind failed us, 
we had proceeded, at noon, to no greater dif¬ 
tance from the fhore than three leagues^ This 
part of the coaft extended from north-weft by 
north to fouth half eaft, and was principally bold 
and cliffy. The low cape above-mentioned was 
about fix leagues diftant, bearing north weft by 
weft ; and the northern point of the inlet was in 
the diredion of fouth three quarters weft. Our 

latitude. 
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latitude, by obfervation, was 40° 5'', and our 
longitude 142° The moft northerly land in 
view, was fuppofed by us to be the northern 
extrente of Japan*. It is fomewhat lower than 
the other parts; and, from the range of the ele¬ 
vated lands, that were difcerned over it from the 
maft-head, the coaft manifeftly appeared to trend 
to the weftward. The northern point of the 
inlet, was imagined by us to be Cape Nambu ; 
and we conjedtured, that the town flood in a 
break of the high land, towards which the inlet 
apparently direded ' itfeif. The neighbouring 
country is of a moderate elevation, and has a 
double range of mountains, k Is well furniOied 
•with wood, and exhibits a pl .ahrig variety of 
hills and dales. We perceived the fir.oke arifing 
from feveral villages or towns, and faw many 
houfes in delightful and cultivated fituations, at 
a fmall diftance from the Ihore. 

While the calm continued, that we might lofe 
•no time, we put oijr fiihing-lines overboard, in 
ten fathoms water, but met with no fuccefs. 

* The moft accurate furvey of the eafterncoaft of janan 
appears to be that wliich was pubiiftied by Janfen 'in his 
Atlas, and compiled witii a great degree of exa<ftnefs from 
the Journals and Charts of the Caftricom and Erelkes. We 
have, therefoie, thought proper to adopt, wherever we could 
nearly afcertain the identity of the fituations, the names 
^flixed in Janfen’s map, to the correfponding head-lands and 
points, obierved by us along the coaft, 

■j- Janfeucalis this town Nabo. 
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This bei0g tbe only diverfion which our prefenc 
circumftances permitted us to enjoy, we very 
fenfibly felt the diTappointment; and looked back 
with regret to the cod-banks of the difmal regions 
we had lately quitted, which had furniQied [us 
withfo many falutary meals, and, by the amufe- 
ment they afforded,-had given a variety to the' 
tedious recurrence of the fame nautical and aftro- 
nomical obfervations, and the wearifome fuccef- 
fion of calms and gales. 

At two o’clock in the afternoon, the wind’ 
blew frefli from the fouth, and, by four, had re¬ 
duced us to clofe reefed topfails, and obliged us 
to {land off to the fouth-eaftward; in confequencc 
of which courfe, and the gloominefs of the wea¬ 
ther, we foon loft fight of land. We kept on 
during the w'hole night, and till eight o’clock the 
following morning, when the wind fhifting to 
the north, and becoming moderate, we made fail, 
andfteered a weft-fouth-weft courfe, towards the- 
land, which, however, we did not make before 
three in the afternoon; at which time it was feen 
to extend from north-weft half weft to weft. The 
moft northerly extremity was a continuation of 
the elevated land, which was the fouthernmoft 
we had obferved the preceding day. The land 
to the weftward, we conjedlured to be the Hofe 
^afel Berg (or High Table Hill) of Janfen. Tlie 
coaft, betwixt the two extremes, was low, and 
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could fcareely be. perceived, except from the 
xnaft’head. 

We proceeded towards the coaft till eight in > 
the evening, when, our diftance from it was about 
five leagues ; and having fhortened fail for the 
night, we.fleered in a foutherly direftion, found- 
ing. every four hours; but our depth of water 
■wss.Iq great, that we did not find ground with 
achundred and fixty fathoms of line. 

We again favv land on the 28th, about fix 
o’clock in the morning. It lay twelve leagues 
to the fouthward of that which we had feen the 
day , before, and extended from weft by north 
to weft-fouth-weft. Steering fouth-weft obliquely 
with the Ihore, we faw, at ten o’clock, more 
land in that diredion. To the weft of this land, 
which is low and level, were two iflands, as we 
fuppofed, though fome doubts were entertained, 
whether they were not united with the neigh¬ 
bouring low ground.- The hazinefs of the wea¬ 
ther, as well as our diftance, rendered it'likewife 
impoffible for us to afeertain, whether there were 
not fome inlets or harbours between the projed- 
ing,points, which here feemed to promife tolera¬ 
ble {belter. 

At: .noon, the northern extremity of the land 
in view- bore north-weft by north, and a lofty 
peaked hill, oyer, a fteep head-land, was fifteen 
or fixte.€n miles diftant, bearing weft by north. 
Qur prefent latitude, by obfervation, was 38° xh'', 

and 
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and our longitude 142° 9^ The mean of the 
variation was found to be 1° 20^ eaft 

The land difappeared from our view between 
three and four o’clock in the afternoon, and, 
from its breaking off fo fuddenly, we imagined, 
that what we had this day fcen was an ifland, or, 
perhaps, a group of illands, fituated off the main 
land of Japan; but, as the illands called by 
D’Anville Matlima,andby JanfentheSchildpads, 
though reprefented as being nearly in the fame 
lituation, are unequal in extent to the land feen 
by us, we muft leave this point undetermined. 

We continued Our courfe to the fouth-weft 
during the remainder of the day, and, at mid¬ 
night, found our depth of water to be feventy 
fathoms, over a bottom of fine brown fand. We 
therefore hauled up towards the eaft, till the next 
morning, when we again had light of land, about 
eleven leagues to the fouth of that which we had 
feen the preceding day. At eight o’clock, we 
were within the diftance of about two leagues 
from the ftiore, having had regular foundings 
from fixty-five to twenty fathoms over gravel 
and coarfe fand. 

It unfortunately happened, that there was a 
haze Over the land, which prevented us from dif- 
tinguifliing fmall objefts on it. The coaft was 
ftraight and unbroken, running nearly in the di- 
redion of north and fouth. The ground was 
low towards the fea, but gradually fwelled into 

Voi^^IV.—22. O hills 
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hills of a moderate elevation, whofe fummits were 
pretty even, and covered with wood. 

About nine o’clock, the Iky being in fome de¬ 
gree overcaft, and the wind veering to the fouth, 
w'e tacked, and ftood off to the eaftward. Not 
long after, we obferved a veffel, clofe in with 
the land, {landing to the north along the fhore; 
and we alfo faw another in the offing, coming 
down on us before the wind. The reader will 
eafily conceive, that objedls of any kind, belong¬ 
ing to a country fo celebrated, and yet fo imper- 
feftly known, muft have excited a general eager- 
nefs of curiofity; in confequence of which, every 
perfon on board came inftantaneoufly upon deck, 
to gaze at them. As the veffel to windward ap¬ 
proached us, fhe hauled off to a greater diftance 
from the fhore; upon which, being appreheniive 
of alarming thofe wdio w'ere on board of her by 
the appearance of a purfuit, we brought our fliips 
to, and fhe failed a-head of us, at the diftance of 
four or five furlongs. Wc might have fpoken to 
them with great facility; but Captain Gore, 
preceiving, by their mancEUvres, that they were 
highly terrified, was unwilling to increafe their 
apprehenfions; and, imagining that we Ihould 
have n any better opportunities of communica¬ 
tion v\un the japanefe, fu.rered them to retire 
without interruption. 

We were not fufficiently near this veffel, to 
remark any particulars refpeding the men on 

board 
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board of her, who feemed to be fix or feven ia 
number, efpecially as the ufe of our glafles was 
precluded by the thicknefs of the weather. Ac¬ 
cording to the moft probable conjectures we were 
enabled to form, the veffel was of the burthen of 
about forty tons. She had only one maft, on 
which was hoifted a quadrangular fail, extended 
aloft by a yard, the braces of which worked for¬ 
wards. Three pieces of black cloth came half¬ 
way down the fail, at an equal diftance from each 
othtr. The veffel was lower in the middle than 
at each end; and from her figure and appearance, 
we fuppofed, that fhe could not fail otherwife 
than large. 

The wind blew frelh at noon, and was accorn- 
panied with much rain. By three in the after¬ 
noon, it had increafed in io great a degree, that 
we were reduced to our courfes. The fea, at 
the fame time, ran as high as any of our people 
ever remembered to have feen it. 

If the veffels of the Japanefe are, as Kc^mpfer 
has deferibed them, open in the ftern, it would 
h^ve been impoffible for thofe which we faw, to 
have endured the violence of this ftorm; but, as 
the appearance of the weather, during all the 
former part of the day, had* prognofiicated its 
approach, and one of the {loops had, neverrhe- 
lefs, flood a confiderable way out to fca, it may 
fafely be inferred, that they are very capable of 
Kuftaining the fury of a gale of wind. Spanberg 

O 2 / has, 
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has, indeed, mentioned two forts of Japanefe 
veffels; one correfponding with Kocmpfer’s de- 
fcription, while the,other, which he denominates 
bulies, and in which, he fays, the natives make 
voyages to the adjacent iflands, perfectly agrees 
with thofe that were feen by us. 

About eight o’clock in the evening, the gale, 
without the fmallelt diminution of its violence, 
fliifted to the weft, and, by producing a hidden 
fwell, in a direftion contrary to that which had 
before prevailed, caufed our fhips to ftrain and 
labour extremely. During the continuance of 
the ftorni, the Refolution had feveral of her fails 
fplit. They had, indeed, been bent for fuch a 
confiderable time, and were worn fo thin, that 
this accident had lately happened in both our vef¬ 
fels almoft daily; particularly when the fails were 
ftiff and heavy with rain, in which cafe they be¬ 
came lefs capable of bearing the Ihocks of the 
boifterous and variable winds we occafionally ex¬ 
perienced. 

The gale at length abating, and fettling in 
the weftern quarter, we fteeredafouthward courfe; 
and on Saturday the 30th, at nine o’clock in the 
morning, we faw the land, extending from weft 
by north to north-weft a quarter weft, at the 
diftance of fifteen or fixteen leagues. It fnewed 
itfelf in detached parts; but we were not near 
enough, to afeertain, whether they were fmall 
iilands, or parts of Japan. 


At 
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At noon^ the land extended from weft to north- 
weft; and the neareft part of it was twelve or 
thirteen leagues diftant^ beyond which, the coaft 
appeared to run in a weftern direction. Our 
prefent latitude, by obfervation, was 36^ 41^^ 
and our longitude 142° 6h The point to the 
north, which we imagined was near the fouthern- 
moft land feen the preceding day, was (uppofed 
by us to be Cape de Kennis; and the break to 
the fouth of this point, was thought to be the 
mouth of the river, on which the town named 
Cjiffima is faid to ftand. The next cape is, in 
all probability, that which is called Boomtje^s 
Point in the Dutch charts; and the moft fouth- 
erly one, off which we were abreaft at noon, 
we conjedured to be near Low Point (termed by 
Janfen Lao^e Hoeck^ and placed by him in the 
latitude of 36^ 4-^), 3,nd that our diftance was 
too great to admit of our feeing the low land, in 
which it probably terminates, toward the eaft. 

The wind, in the afternoon, fliifting to the 
north-eaft, we flood to the fouth, at the diftance 
of feventeen or eighteen leagues from the coaft. 
As we paffed along, we tried for foundings, but 
did not find any ground with a hundred and fifty 
fathoms of line. 

On the 31ft, at two o^clock in the morning, 
the wind veered round to the weft, and blew^ in 
violent fqualls, accompanied with lightning and 
rain, In the coiirfe of this day, feveral little 
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birds of a brown plumagfe, refembling linnfets, 
which had been driven off the land by rhe ftrong 
■ wcfterly gales, flew about our fhips. On the 
approach of evening, the wind coming to the 
north-weft point, we diredled Our courfe, with 
the birds, to the weft-fouth-weft, with a view of 
regaining the coaft. 

The next morning, which was the ift of No¬ 
vember, the wind fhifted to the fouth-eaft, and 
was attended with fair weather ^ in confequence 
of which, we obtained, with four different qua¬ 
drants, forty-two fets ofdiftances of the moon 
from the fun and ftars, each fet comprehending 
fix obfervations. Thefe nearly coinciding with 
each other, fix, with great accuracy, our fitua- 
tion, at twelve o’clock this day, in the longitude 
of 141° 32''! the latitude, by obfervatiOn, being 
35° 17'. In our reckonings of the 31ft of Odo- 
ber, we found an error, with refped to latitude, 
of eight miles, and of feventeen in this day’s 
computations; from which circumftance, as well 
as from our being much more to the eaft than 
we expeded, we inferred, that there had been a 
voilent current from the fouth-weftward. 

We again made the land towards the weft, at 
two o’clock in the afternoon, at the diftance of 
twelve or thirteen leagues. The moft foutherly 
land in view, which we imagined was White 
Point ■ (or Witte Hoeck, placed by Janfen in the 
latitude of 35° 42''), bore weft-fouth-weft half 
3 weft, 
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weft. A hummock to the northward, which had 
an infular appearance, bore north-north-weft half 
weft ; and within this we difcerned from the maft- 
head fome low land, which we fuppofed to be 
Sanddown Point, called Sanduynege Hoeck by 
Janfen, who has placed it in the latitude of 35'’ 
55 '- 

We fleered for the land till between five and 
fix, when we hauled our wind to the foutb. We 
obferved, at this time, many Japanefe veflels, 
clofe in w'ith the land, fome {landing along the 
fliore, and others apparently occupied in fifliing. 
We now defcried to the weftv/ard a mountain of 
extraordinary height, with a round fummit, riling 
far inland. There is no high ground in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of it, the coaft being of a moderate 
elevation, and, as far as the hazinefs of the hori¬ 
zon permitted us to judge, much broken and 
indented by fmall inlets. But, to the fouth of 
the hummock ifland above-mentioned, there ap¬ 
peared, at a confiderable diftance up the coun¬ 
try, a ridge of hills, which extended towards the 
mountain, and might perhaps join with it. 

This being the moft remarkable hill feen by 
us near the coaft, we were dcfirous ofafcertaining 
its precife ficuation ; but as we had only gained 
-this fingle view of it, we were obliged to content 
uurfelves with fuch accuracy as our circumftances 
would admit of. Its latitude we judged to be 
35 ° 2,0'', and its .longitude 140° zb'; the latter 
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being eftimated by its diftance from ©ur fliips, 
at this time fifteen leagues. 

As the coafl; of Japan is reprefented, in the 
Dutch charts, as extending nine or ten leagues 
to the fouth-weft of White Point, we tacked at 
eight o’clock in the evening, and ftood off to the 
eaftward, with a view of weathering that point. 
We again tacked, at midnight, to the fourh-weft- 
ward, under the expeftation of falling in with 
the coaft to the fouth, but were furprized, at 
eight the next morning, to fee the hummock at 
no greater diftance than three leagues, in the di- 
reftion of weft-north-weft. We were, at firft, 
almoft inclined to doubt the evidence of our 
fenfes, and afterwards began to fufped; fome de¬ 
ception from a refemblance of land; but, at 
noon, we found, by obfervation, that we were 
aftnally inthe latitude, of 35° 43'', at a time when, 
according to our reckonings, it was 34’ 48^ It 
therefore appeared, that, during the eight hours 
in w'hich we imagined we had proceeded nine 
leagues to the fouth-weftward, we had really been 
carried eight leagues from the fituation we left, 
in a totally oppofite diredtion; which occafioncd, 
upon the whole, a difference of feventeen leagues 
in our computation, in that inconfiderable fpace 
of time. From this error, we eftimated, that 
the current had fet, at the rate of at leaft five 
knots an hour, to the north-eaft by north. Our 
prefent lopgitude was 141° 16'. 


As 
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As the wcrther had now a very threatening ap¬ 
pearance, and the wind was at fouth-fouth-eafV, 
we thought it advifeable to quit the neighbour¬ 
hood of the fhore, and ftand off towards the eaft, 
that the fliips might not be entangled with the 
land. We were not deceived in our prognoftica- 
tions; for, not long afrerw^ards, a heavy gale be¬ 
gan to blow which continued till the fucceed- 
ing day, and was attended with rainy and hazy 
weather. 

On Wednefday the 3d, in the morning, we 
found ourfelves, by our reckoning, at thediftancc 
of upwards of fifty leagues from the coaft; which 
circumftance, united to the confideration of the 
very uncommon efFeft of currents we had already 
experienced, the advanced period of the year, 
the variable and uncertain ftate of the weather, 
and the fmall profped; we had of any alteration 
for the better, induced Captain Gore to form the 
refolution of leaving Japan, and profecuting our 
voyage to China; particularly as he entertained 
hopeq that, fince the track he intended to pur- 
fue had not yet been explored, he might perhaps 
find an opportuity of making amends, by fome 
new and important difcovery, for the difappoint- ' 
ments we had fuflained upon this coaft. 

If any of our readers fliould be inclined tofup- 
pofe that we relinquifhed this objed too haftily, it 
may b? obferyed, in addition to the fads before 
plated, that the coaft of Japan, according to 

Kocmp- 
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Koempfer’s defcription of it, is the moft danger 
rous in all the known w rid*; that it would hav» 
been exceedingly ha^iidous, in cafe of diftrefs, 
to hav« run into any of the harbours of that 
country; where, if w'e may credit the moft au¬ 
thentic writers, the averfion of the natives to a 
communication with ftrangers, has prompted 
them to the commiffion of the moft flagrant afts 
of barbarity; that our veflels were in a leaky 
condition; that the rigging was fo rotten as to 
require continual repairs; and that the fails were 
almoft entirely worn out, and incapable of with- 
ftanding the vehemence of a gale of wind. 

As the violent currents, which let along the 
eaftern ftiore of Japan, may perhaps be attended 
with dangerous confequences to thofe navigators, 
who are not acquainted with their extreme rapi¬ 
dity, we will here fubjoin a fummary account of 
their diredfion and force, as remarked by us from 
the ift day of November to the 8th of the fame 
month. On the ift, at a time when we were 
about eighteen leagues to the eaft of White Point, 
the current fct, at the rate of three miles in art 
.hour, to the north-eaft and by north. On the 
±di, as we made a nearer approach to the fhore, 
we obferved that it continued in a fimilar direc¬ 
tion, but was augmented in its rapidity to five 
miles an hour. As we receded from the,coaft, 

Kcempfer’s Hiflory of J^ipan, vo!. i. p. gz, 93, 94, and 
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it again became more moderate, an-d inclined 
towards the eaft. On the 3d, at the diftance of 
fixty leagues from the {bore, it fet, at the rate of 
three miles an hour, to the eaft-north-eaft. On 
the two following days, it turned to the foutli- 
ward, and, at a hundred and twenty leagues from 
the coaft, itsdiredion was fouth-eaft, and its rate 
did not exceed one mile and a half in an hour. 
It again, on the 6th and yth, fliifted to the north-- 
eaft, and its force diminiflied gradually till the 
8th, at which time we could no longer perceive 
any current. 

We proceeded to the fouth-eaftward during the 
4th and 5th of November, with very unfettled 
weather, and much lightning and rain. On each 
of thofe days we pafled confiderable quantities of 
pumice-ftone, fome pieces of which were taken 
up by our people, and found to weigh from an 
ounce to three pounds. We imagined that thefe 
ftones had been thrown into the water, by erup¬ 
tions at dilterent periods, as many of them were 
entirely bare, and others covered with barnacles. 
At the fame time, we had a number ofporpoifes 
playing round our fhips; and faw feveral fmall 
land-birds, and two wild ducks. 

At break of day, on Saturday the 6tli, we 
changed our conrfe to the fouth-fouth-weft; but, 
about eight o’clock in the evening, we were 
taken back, and o-bliged to ftand towards the 
jTouth-eaft. The next day, at ^noon, we faw a 

fmajl 
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fmall land-bird. At this time, our latitude, by 
obfervation, was 33*^ 52', and our longitude 
140° 42''. 

On the 9th, we had a great fwell frorn the eaft- 
fouth-eaft; and our longitude was 146° 20^, and 
latitude 31° 46''. In the courfe of this day, we 
obferved another little land-bird, a tropic bird, 
fome flying-fifh, and porpoifes. The wind blow¬ 
ing from the northward, we continued to fteera 
fouth-weft courfe, without any memorable oc¬ 
currence, till Friday the 12th, when, from the 
fame quarter, a moft violent gale arofe, which 
reduced us to the mizen flay-fail and fore-fail. 
The weather being, at the fame time, fo hazy, 
that we could not fee a cable’s length before us, 
and a number of llioals and fmall iflands being 
reprefented, in our charts, as lying in this part 
of the ocean, we brought to, w'th our heads 
turned to the fouth-weft. This day, at noon, 
our latitude, by account, was 27° 36'', and our 
longitude 144° 23^. 

Oil the 13th, in the morning, the wind veered, 
to the north-w'eft point, and was accompa’nied 
with fair weather; but though we were, at pre- 
fent, nearly in the fituation attributeo to the ifland 
of St. Juan, we perceived no appearance of land. 
We now bore away towards the fouth-weft, and 
fet our top-fails, the gale ftill blowing with con- 
fiderable violence. At twelve o’clock, our lati¬ 
tude, by obfervation, was 26°, our longitude 
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143“ 40^, and the variation 3° 50' eaft. In the 
afternoon we faw fome albatroffcs and topic 
birds; alfo feveral dolphins and flying-fini. 

V/e continued topafs much pumice-ftone; the 
amazing quantities of which fubftance, floating 
in the fea betwixt Japan and the Bafhee Ifles, 
give reafon to fuppofe, that in this quarter of the 
Pacific Ocean, fome great volcanic convulfioa 
muft have happened ; and, confequently, afford 
feme degree of probability to the opinion of Mr. 
Muller, (which we have mentioned in a former 
part of this chapter) relative to the feparation of 
the continent ot Jefo, and the difappearance of 
Staten Ifland, and the Company’s Land. 

About fix o’clock in the afternoon, we fleered 
to the weft-fouth-weft. Captain Gore deeming 
it ufelcfs to Hand any longer towards the fouth- 
fouth-wefl, as we were nearly in the fame meri¬ 
dian with the Ladrones, or Marianne Iflands, and 
at no very confiderable diftance from the track of 
the Manilla galleons. 

In the morning of Sunday the 14th, we had 
fine weather, and the wind, which blew mode¬ 
rately, Shifted by degrees to the north-eafl point, 
and proved to be the trade-wind. At ten o’clock 
Mr. Trevenen, one of the young gentlemen who 
accompanied Captain King in the Difeovery, 
after the death of Captain Clerke, faw land in 
the direction of fouth-weft, which had the appear¬ 
ance 
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ance of a peaked mountain. At noon, the lon¬ 
gitude was 142° 2', and the latitude 24° 37'. 

The land in view, wdiich we now difcovered 
to be an illand, was nine or ten leagues diftant, 
bearing fouth-weft half weft ; and, at two o’clock 
in the afternoon, we defcried another to the weft- 
north-weftward. This fecond ifland, when viewed 
at a diftance, appears hke tv/o ; the fouthern 
point confifting of a lofty hill of a conic figure, 
united by a narrow neck to the northern land, 
which is of a moderate elevation. This ifland 
being manifeftly of greater extent than that to 
the fouthward, we direftcd our courfe towards it. 
At four o’clock, it bore north-weft by weft; but, 
as we had not fufficient day-light to examine its 
coaft, we ftood, during the night, upon our 
tacks. 

The next morning, at fix, we made fail for the 
fouthern point of the larger ifland; and, about 
this time, difcovered another high ifland, in the 
diredlion of north three quarters weft; the ifland 
to the fouthward being on the fame rhomb line, 
and the fouth extreme pf the ifland a-head bear¬ 
ing weft by north. At nine o’clock, we were 
abreaft of the middle ifland, and within the dif¬ 
tance of a mile from it; but Captain Gore, find¬ 
ing that a boat could not land without running 
fome rifque from the heavy furf that broke againft 
the fhore, continued his courfe to the weftward. 

The 
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The latitude, at noon, by obfervation, was 24*^ 
50', and the longitude 140° 5C'. 

The length of this illand, in the dirediion of 
fouth-fouth-weft and north-north-eaft, is about 
five miles. Its fouth point is an elevated barren 
hill, rather flat at the fummit, and when feen 
from the weft-fouth-weft, exhibits an evident 
volcanic crater. The fand, earth, or rock, (for 
it was difficult to diftinguifti of which of thefe 
fubftances its furface was compofed) difplayed 
various colours; and we imagined that confider- 
able part was fulphur, not only from its appear¬ 
ance to the eye, but from the ftrong fulphureous 
fmell perceived by us in «ur approach to the 
point. The Refolution having pafTed nearer the 
land, feveral of the officers of that Ihip thought 
they difcerned fleams proceeding from the top of 
the hill. Thefe circumftances induced Captain 
Gore to bellow on this dilcovery the appellation 
of Sulphur Ifland. 

A low and narrow neck of land unites the 
hill we have juft defcribed, with the fouth end 
of the ifland, which extends itfelf into a circum¬ 
ference of between three and four leagues. The 
part bordering on the ifthmus has forne buflies 
upon it, and prefents .an afpeft of verdure ; but 
thofe parts that are fituate to the north-eall are 
extremely barren, and abound with large detach¬ 
ed rocks, many of which are of great whitenefs. 
Some very dangerous breakers extend about two 

mile? 



2o8 


A VOYAGE TO tHE 


miles and a half to the eaftward, and two miles 
to the weftward, off the middle part of the ifland, 
againft which the fea breaks with a great degree 
of violence. 

The north and fouth iflands had the appear¬ 
ance of fingle mountains, of a confiderable ele¬ 
vation ; the former was peaked, and of a conic 
form ; the latter more fquare and flat at the 
fummit. 

Sulphur Ifland we judge to be in the latitude 
of 24° 48'', and the longitude of 141° 12''. The 
north ifland we place in the latitude of 25'’ 14'', 
and in the longitude of 141° lo''; and the fouth 
ifland in the latitude of 24° 22', and the longitude 
of 141° 20'. 

Captain Gore now thought proper to direft his 
courfe to the weft-fouth-weft, for the Balhee 
Ifles, with the hopes of procuring, at them, fucli 
a fupply of refrefhments as might render it lefs 
necelTary to continue long at Macao. Thefe 
iflands received a vifit from Captain Dampier, 
who has given a very favoirrable account, as well 
of the civility of the natives, as of the abun¬ 
dance of hogs and vegetables, with which the 
country is furnilhed. They were afterwards feen 
by Commodore Byron and Captain Wallis, who 
paired them without landing. 

For the ’purpofe of extending our view in the 
day-time, our fliips failed at the diftance of be¬ 
tween two and three leagues from each other ; 

and. 
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and^ during the night, weproceeded under an eafy 
fail; fo that it was fcarcely poffible to avoid ob- 
ferving any land that lay in the vicinity of our 
courfe. In this manner we continued our pro- 
grel's, without any interefting occurence, having 
a frefh breeze from the north eaft, till Monday 
the 22d, when it augmented to a ftrong gale, 
with vehement fqualls of wind and rain, which 
reduced us to clofe-reefed top-fails. 

The following day, at twelve o’clock, our 
latiuide, by account, was 2i° 5', and our longi¬ 
tude 123° 20'. About fix in the afternoon, being 
at the diftance of only one and twenty leagues 
from the BaQiee Iflands, according to their poli- 
tion in Mr. Dalrymple’s map, Und the weather 
being fqually, with a thick haze, we handed the 
fore-top-fail, and hauled our wind towards the 
north-north-weft. 

On the 24th, we had conftant rain during the 
whole day, and the weather was ftill very tem- 
peftuous; a heavy fea rolled down upon us from 
the northward, and, in the courfe of the after¬ 
noon, we had vivid flafties of lightning from the 
fame quarter. We continued to ftand to the 
north-north-weft till nine, when we tacked, and 
fleered to the fouth-fouth-eaftward, till four 
o’clock in the morning of Thurfday the 25th, at 
which time we wore. In the night there was an 
eclipfe of the moon ; but we were prevented by 
the rain from making any obfervation. It un- 

VoL.—N°22. P fortu-^ 



'210 


A VOYAGE TO THK 


fortunately happened, that one of the Difcovery’s 
people, being occupied, at the time of the greateft 
darknefs, in flowing the main top-maft ftay-fail, 
fell overboard, but immediately catching hold of 
a rope, which was providentially hanging out of 
the fore-chains into the fea, and the fhip being 
brought into the wind without delay, he was got 
on board with no other hurt than a trifling bruife 
on one of his Ihoulders. 

The weather becoming clear at eight o’clock 
we bore away, but the wind ftill blew with fuch 
violence, that we did not carry any other fail than 
the fore-fail, and the main top-fail clofe reefed. 
We obferved, about this time, a fugar-cane, and 
a land-bird that refembled a thrulh. At noon, 
our longitude was 121° 35^, and our latitude 

35 '- 

Our prefent fituation, with refpeft to longi¬ 
tude, being to the weft of the Baftiee Ifles, ac¬ 
cording to Mr. Dalrymple’s charts, we perceived 
that Captain Gore was influenced, in the courfe 
he was now fleering, by he fentiments of Com¬ 
modore Byron and Captain Wallis, with whom 
he had failed when they pafled thefe iflands, 
tvhich are placed by the former near four degrees 
to the weflward, or in the longitude of 118° 14A 
In confequence of this opinon, we flood towards 
the fouth at two o’clock in the afternoon, with 
an intention of getting into the fame parallel of 
latitude with the Balhees, before we fhould run 
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down our longitude. We had nearly arrived in 
that fituation by fix o’clock, and ought, in con^ 
fequence, to have been within fight of the land, 
according to the account of Captain Wallis, who 
places thefe iflands near three degrees more to 
the eaft than Commodore Byron. 

The fury of the gale had not, at this time, 
received the leaft diminution; and Captain Gore, 
being ftill of opinion that theBafliees were fituated 
to the weftward, brought thefhips to, with their 
heads turned towards the north-weft, under the 
fore-fail and balanced mizen. 

On the 26th, about fix in the morning, the 
wind having, in a great meafure, abated, we fet 
our top-fails, let out the reefs, and bore away to 
the weftward. At twelve o’clock, our latitude, 
by obfervation, was.21° u', and our longitude 
120° 23'. In the courfe of this day, we faw 
many tropic birds, and a flock of ducks ; alfo 
porpoifes and dolphins; and continued to pafs 
feveral pumice-ftones. We fpent the night on 
our tacks; and ^the following morning, at fix 
o’clock, we again made fail to the weft, in fearch 
of the Bafhee Ifles. 

Captain King began now to entertain appre- 
henfions, left, in the profecution of our fearch 
for thofe iflands, we fhould get fo far to the fouth 
as to be under the neceffity of paffing to leeward 
, of the Pratas; in which cafe, it might have 
j-iroved extremely difficult for fuch bad-failing 
P 2 veflck 
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veffels as ours to fetch Macao, efpecially if the 
wind fhoiild continue to blow (as it now did) 
from the nQrth-north-eaft and north. The Cap¬ 
tain having fome doubts whetherMr. Dalrymple^s 
maps were on board the Refointion, made fail 
and hailed her; and having informed Captain 
Gore of the fituation of thefe flioals, and his ap- 
prehenfions of being driven too much to the 
fouthward, the latter gave him to underftand, 
that he (hould continue his co'urfe during that 


day, being ftill not without hopes of finding Mr. 
Byron’s longitude right ; and therefore ordered 
Captain King to fpread a few miles to the fouth. 

The weather, at twelve o’clock, became hazy : 
the latitude, at that time, was 21° and the 
longitude 118° 3c''. At fix in the afternoon, 
having got to the weft of the Bafhee Iflands, ac¬ 
cording to Admiral Byron’s account. Captain 
Gore hauled his wind to the north-weftward, 
under an eafy fail, the wind blowing with great 
vehemence, and there being every profpeift of a 
tempeftuous night. 

On the 28th, at four o’clock in the morning, 
the R.efolinion, which was then half a mile a-head 
bf the Difeovery, wore, and the crew of the latter 
Ihip, at the fame time, perceived breakers clofe 
under their lee. On the approach of day-light, 
we had fight of the ifland of Prata; and, be¬ 
tween the hours of fix and feven, we flood to¬ 
wards the fttoal, but finding ourfelves unable to 
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weather it, we bore away, and ran to leeward. 
As we paffed along the fouth fide, within the 
diftance of a mile from the reef, we faw two re¬ 
markable patches on the edge of the breakers, 
that had the appearance of wrecks. 

At noon, the latitude, difeovered by double 
altitudes, was 20° 35'',- and the longitude was 
116° 45^. The ifland of Praia was now three or 
four leagues diftant, bearing north three-quarters 
eaft. Near the fouthern extremity of the ifland, 
and on the fouth-weftern fide of the reef, we 
imagined that we faw, from the maft-head, feveral 
openings in the reef, which feemed to promife 
fecure anchorage. 

The extent of the Prata fhoal is confiderable; 
for it is about fix leagues from north to fouth, 
and extends three or four leagues to the eaft of 
the ifland : its limits to the weftward we had not 
an opportunity of afeertaining. We judge its 
north-eaftern extremity to be in the latitude of 
20° 58^, and the longitude of 117°; and its fouth- 
weft end we place in the latitude of 20° 43'', and 
the longitude of 116° 44'. 

We carried a prefs of fail during the remainder 
of the day, and kept the wind, which now blew 
from the north-eaft by north, in order to fecure 
our paffage to Macao. It was a fortunate cir- 
cumftance, that the wind favoured us towards the 
evening, by veering two points more to the eaft- 
ward ; for, if thjs wind and weather had continu- 
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ed the fame s they had been in the preceding 
week, we think we (hould fcarcely have been 
able to have fetched that port, in whicli cafe, we 
muft have repaired to Batavia ; a plaCe we had 
good reafoh to dread, from the terrible havock 
which the unhealthinefs of the climate had occa- 
fioned among the crews of the former veffels 
that had been employed in voyages ofdifcovery, 
and had'touched there. 

In the morning of Monday the 29th, we pafled 
fome Chinefe filhing-boats, the crews of which 
eyed us with marks of great indifference. In 
filhing, they make ufe of a large dredge-net, re- 
femblinga hollow cone in fhape, with a flat iron 
rim fixed to the lower part of its mouth. The 
net is faftenfcd with cords to the head and ftern 
of the boat, which being left to follow the irh- 
pulfe of the wind, draws the net after it, with 
the iron rim dragging along the bottoni. We 
found the fea, to our great regret, covered with 
the wrecks of boats which had been loft, as we 
fuppofed, in the late ftormy weather. 

Our latitude at twelve o’clock, by obfervatiori, 
was 22° 1 '; and, fmee the preceding noon, we 
had run a hundred and ten miles upon a north- 
weft courfe. As we were now nearly in the lati¬ 
tude of the Lema Iflands," we made fail to the 
weft by north, and, after we had proceeded two 
and twenty miles, deferied one of them nine or 
ten leagues.to the weft. 


At 
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At fix in the afternoon, the extremes of the 
iflands in view were in the dircdion of north- 
north-weft, half weft, and weft-north-weft half 
weft; and we were four or five leagues diftant 
from the neareft; our foundings being twenty- 
two fathoms, over a muddy bottom. We now 
flackened fail, and kept upon our tacks for the 
night. The Grand Lema, according to Mr. 
Bayly’s time-keeper, bore, from the illand of 
Prata, north 60 ° weft, a hundred and fifty-three 
miles; and, by our run, north,57° weft, a hundred 
and forty-fix rnilcs. 

The next morning, we ran along the Lema 
Ifles, which, like the other iflands fltuated on 
this coaft, are deftitute of wood, and., as far as 
we had an opportunity of obferving, devoid of 
cultivation. About nine o’clock,a Chi.nefe boat, 
which had before been with the Refolution, came 
along-fide the Difcoyery, with offers of a pilot, 
which, however, Capuin King declined, as it 
was incumbent upon him to follow his confort. 
Not long afterwards, we paffed the wefternmoft 
of the Lema rocks; but, inftead of hauling up 
to the north of the Gyand Ladrone Ifland, as 
was done by Lord Anfon in the Centurion, we 
failed to leeward. 

We fcarcely think it neceffary to caution the 
navigator againft taking this coiirfe, as the dan¬ 
ger is fufficiently manifeft; for, if the wind 
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Ihpuld blow violently, and the current fet with 
it, it will be highly difficult to fetch Macao. We 
might, indeed, by the diredlion of Mr. Dalrym- 
ple’s chart, have fafely gone either between the 
Lema Iflands, or entirely to the northward of 
them, and have had the wind favourable for opr 
reaching Macao. From our apprehenfions of 
miffing that port, and being obliged to repair 
to Batavia, added to the ftrong and ardent de¬ 
fires of hearing intelligence from Europe, we 
were the more inclined to rejoice on obferving 
the Refolution foon after fire a gun, and difplay 
her colours as afignal for a pilot. On the repe¬ 
tition of the fignal, there was an excellent race 
between four Chinefe boats; and Captain Gore 
engaged with the perfon who arrived firft, to con- 
duft the fhip to the Typa, for the fum of thirty 
dollars, fending word, at the fame time, to Cap¬ 
tain King, that, as he. could eafily follow him 
with the Difcovery, that expence might be faved 
to him. 

In a fhort time afterwards, a fecond pilot getting 
on board the Refolution, infilled on guiding the 
flip; and immediately laying hold of the wheel, 
began to order the fails to be trimmed. This 
gaye rife to a violent altercation, which was at 
length compromifed, by their agreeing to divide 
the money between theih. 
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At twelve o’clock, our latitude, by obferva- 
tion, was 21° 57'' north, and our longitude 114® 
2'' eaft. The Grand Ladrons ifland was, at this 
time, four miles diftant, extending from north- 
weft half north to north half weft. The land, 
whofe bearings we have here riientioned, was fup- 
poled by us to be one ifland; but we fterwards 
found that the weftern part was an ifland laid 
down in Mr. Dalrymple’s chart of part of the 
Chinefe coaft, &c. - which we had not at prefent 
on board. 

In purfuance of the inftrucftions which had been 
given to Captain Cook by the Lords of the Ad¬ 
miralty, it now became neceflary to defire the of¬ 
ficers and men to deliver up their journals, and 
all other papers they might have in their polTef- 
fion, relative to the hiftory of the voyage. Some 
degree of delicacy, as well as firmnefs, feemed 
to be requifite in the execution of thefe orders. 
Our commanders could not be ignorant, that 
moft of the officers, and feveral of the feamen, 
had amufed themfelves, in their leifure hours, 
with writing accounts of our proceedings, for the 
purpofe of gratifying their friends, or for their 
own private fatisfaftion; which they might not 
wilh to have fubmitted, in their prefent form, 
to the infpeftion of ftrangers. On the other 
hand, the Captains could not, confiftently with 
the inftruftions they had received, leave papers 

in 
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in their cuflody, which, either by accident or de- 
fign, might fall into, the hands of printers and 
thus give rjie to fuch fpurious and imperfedb nar- 
lives of our voyage, as might tend to the dif- 
paragement of our labours, and, perhaps, to the 
prejudice of officers, who might, though un- 
juftly, incur the fufpicion of having been the au¬ 
thors of fuch publications. 

Captain King, therefore, aflembled the Dif- 
covery’s people on deck, and informed them of 
the orders that had been received, and the rea- 
fons which, in his opinion, ought to induce them 
to yield a perfedl obedience. He, at the fame 
time, gave them to underftand, that whatever 
papers they wiftied not to have fent to the Lords 
of the Admiralty, fliould be fcalcd up in their 
own prefence and preferved in his cuftody, till 
the intentions of their I,,ordfhips, refpefting the 
publication of the hiftory of the voyage, were 
accompliflicd ; after which, he faid, they fhould 
be faithfully reftored to them. 

Captain King had the fatisfaftion to find, that 
his propofals met with the approbation, and the 
ready compliance, not only of the officers, but 
alfo of the reft of the Ihip’s company ; and every 
ferap of paper, that contained an account of any 
tranfadions relating to the prefent voyage, was 
immediately given up. The Captain obferves 
upon this occafion, that it is but doing juftice to 

the 
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the feamen of this ftiipto declare, that they were 
the beft difpofed, and the moft obedient men 
he ever knew, though the greateft part of them 
were very young, and had never ferved before 
in a Ihip of war. 

Captain Gore made the fame propofals to the 
people of the Refolution, who inftantly complied 
with them, and delivered up all their papers 
which had any reference to the voyage. 
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C H A P. IX. 

Ignoranceiof the Chinefe Pilot—The Jhips approach 
Macao—Account of the IJle of Potoe~A Chine fe 
Comprador comes on board —( aptah\ King dtf 
patched to Macao to viftt the Portuguefe Cover- 
jior—Dependent State of the Portuguefs at Macao 
-r-Effeds of the Intelligence we received refpe£iing 
European Affairs—Alarms occafioned at Canton 
—Our Ships anchor in the Typa—Captain Kingj 
his fecond Lieutenant^ &c, proceed to Canton —- 
Bocca Tygris — IVampu—A Sampane, or Chineje 
Boat^ defcrihed — Mr, Kinffs Reception at the 
Englff Factory at Canton—An Inftance of the 
ffpicious Cha) acier of the Chinefe—Pheir Me^ 
ihod of trading exemplified—Obfervations rela¬ 
tive to the City of Canton —//s Popidation — Num¬ 
ber of Sampanes— Military Force of the province 

. of ^mngtong—Streets and Houfes of Canton de- 
fcnbed—Of the Englifh Supercargoes—Captain 
King vifits a Chinefe of the firfi DifiinBion at 
Canton—Mis Return to Macao—Great Demand 
for the Sea-Otter Skins—Earneft Defire of our 
Seamen to return to CooJds River for Skins —r 
Plan of a Voyage for opening a Fur Trade on the 
Wefiern Coafi of North-America^ and making 
further DiJcoveries in the Neighbourhood of China 
and Japan-*- Nautical Obfervations--- Price of 
Provifons at Canton, 


continued working to windward till 
about fix o'oclock in the afternoon, when 
we let go our anchors, by the direction of the 


Cbincfi 


pilot on board the Pvcfclution, who was 
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of opinion, that the tide was now fetting againft 
os. In this particular, however, he was greatly 
deceived ; for, upon our making the experiment, 
we difcovered, that it fet towards the north till 
ten o’ clock. The next morning, (Wednefday 
the ill of December) he fell into an error of a 
fimilar kind; for, at five, on the appearance of 
flack water, he directed that we fliould get under 
way j but the ignorance he had before manifefted 
had put us upon our guard. We were therefore 
willing to be convinced, by our own obferva- 
tions, before we weighed anchor; and, on exa¬ 
mining the tide, we found a ftrong under-tow, 
in confequence of which we were obliged to keep 
faft till eleven o’clock. It appears from thefe 
circumfiances, that the tide had run down for the 
fpace of twelve hours. 

We flood on our tacks, during the afternoon, 
between the Grand Lad rone and the ifland of 
Potoe, having pafTed to the eaft of the latter. 
The tide beginning to ebb at nine o’clock, we 
again caft anchor in fix fathoms water ; the town 
of Macao being at the dillance of nine or ten 
miles, in a north-tveft direction; and the ifle of 
Potoe bearing fouth half weft, fix or feven miles 
diftant. 

Potoe is fituated about tv/o leagues to the 
north-nprrh-weft of that ifland, which, as we 
have already mentioned, we at firft confidered as 
a part of the Grand Ladrone. It is rocky, and 

of 
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ol Tmall extent; and off its weftern extremit,}' 
there is faid to be foul ground, though, when 
We paffed near it, we did not perceive any. 

Oh the ad of December; in the morning, one 
of the Chinefe contraOtors, who are known by 
the appellation of Compradors, came on board 
the Refolution, and fold to Captain Gore as 
much beef as weighed two hundred pounds, to¬ 
gether with a confiderable quantity of eggs, 
oranges, and greens. The Difcovery received a 
propoiiional lliare of thefe articles; and an agree¬ 
ment was made with the comprador to provide us 
a daily fupply, for which, however, he infifted 
oh our paying him before-hahd. 

As our pilot now pretended that he cotild cori- 
du£t the ihips no further, Captain Gore was under 
the neceffity of difcharging him; and we were 
left to our own guidance and diredfion. At two 
o’clock in the afternoon, the tide flowing, we 
took up our anchors, and worked to windward ; 
and, at feven, anchored again in three fathoms 
and a half of water; at which time Macao bore 
weft, at the diftance of one league. This was, 
indeed, a very ineligible fituation; for it was 
expofed to the north-eaft, and had fhoal water; 
not exceeding two fathoms and a half in depth, 
to leeward; but as, in the narrative of Lord 
Anfon’s voyage, no nautical defcription is given 
of the harbour wherein the Centurion anchored, 
and Mr. Dalrymple’s general map was on too 
2 ftnall 
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fiiiail a fcale to be of much fervice in dircfting 
us, our Ihips were obliged to continue there 
during the whole night. 

Captain Gore, in the evening, difpatclied Cap¬ 
tain King to Macao, to pay a vifit to the Portu- 
guefe Governor, and to requeft the favour of his 
■affiftance in fupplying our people with provifions, 
which he imagined might be done on more mo¬ 
derate terms than the Comprador would undertake 
to furnifh them. Captain King, at the fame 
time, took an account of the naval (lores, of 
which both ourfliips were in great want, with an 
intention of repairing immediately to Canton, 
and making application to the fervants of our 
Eaft-India company, who refided there at that 
time. 

Upon Mr. King’s arrival at the citadel, he was 
informed by the fort-major, that the governor 
, was indifpofed, and was therefore unwilling to 
receive vifitors, but that we might depend on 
meeting with every affillance in their powCr. 
This, however, Mr. King underftood would be 
very inconfiderable, face they were perfeftly de¬ 
pendent on the Chincfe even for their daily fup- 
poir. Indeed, the anfwer that was returned to 
Mr. King’s firft requeft, furniflied a fufhcient 
proof of the reduced (late of the Portuguefe 
power; for, on his fignifying to the Major his 
delire of proceeding to Canton as foon as pof- 
t’lble, the latter acquainted him, that tiiey could 

not 
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not prefume to provide a .boat for him, till per- 
miffion had been obtained from the Hoppo, or 
officer of the cuftoms; and that it was necelTary 
to apply, for this pnrpofe, to the Chinefe govern¬ 
ment at Canton. 

Captain king’s mortification at fo iinexpeded 
a delay, could be equalled only by the eager im¬ 
patience with which we had fo long waited for an 
opportunity of gaining information with regard 
to European affairs. It not unfrequently hap¬ 
pens, that amidft the ardent purfuit of an objedt, 
we negledt the nioft obvious means of attaining 
it. This was, indeed, Mr. King's cafe at pre- 
fent; for he was returning to the fhip in a ftate 
of great dejeftion, when the Portuguefe officer, 
who accompanied him, afked him whether he did 
not intend to vilit the Englifh gentlemen at 
Macao. It is unneceffary to add with what 
tranfportMr. King received the intelligence con¬ 
veyed to him by this queftion ; as well as with 
what anxious hopes and fears, what a conflict 
between curiofity and apprehenfion, his mind 
was agitated, as he and his companions walked 
towards the houfe of one of their countrymen. 
The reception they met with was by no means 
deficient in civility or kindnefs, though, from 
the ftate of agitation they were in, it appeared to 
them rather cold and formal. In their inquiries 
as far as regarded objects of private concern, 
they obtained, as was indeed to be expedted, 

little 
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Jittle or no fatisfaftion; but the occurrences of a 
public nature, which had happened fince the 
period of our departure from England, and which 
now, for the firft time, burft all at once upon 
them, overwhelmed all other feelings, and almoffc 
deprived them, for fome time, of the power of 
refledtion. 

The information now received by Mr. King 
and his attendants, being communicated to thofe 
who remained on board, we continued, for feve- 
ral days, to queftion each other with refpedt to the 
truth of if, as if defirous of feeking, in doubt and 
fufpence, for that confolation, which the reality 
of our misfortunes feemed entirely to exclude. 
To thefe fenfations the moft poignant regret fuc- 
ceeded, on finding ourfelves cut ofF,^at fo great a 
diftance, from the fcene, where, We fuppofed, 
the fate of contending fleets and armies was con¬ 
tinually deciding. 

The intelligence we had gained concerning thd 
{fate of affairs in Europe, rendered us the more 
anxious to accelerate our departure as much as 
we polfibly could. Captain King, therefore, re¬ 
newed his endeavours to procure a palfage to 
Canton, but did not meet with fuccefs at prefent. 
He was now informed, that the difficulty arifing 
from the fettled policy of the country, would, in 
all probability, be greatly augmented by an in¬ 
cident which had occurred a few weeks before 
our arrival. Captain Panton had been fentfrom 

VoL. IV,—Madras, 
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Madras, in a ihip of war of twenty-five guns, 
called the Sea-horfe, for the purpofe of urging 
the payment of a debt which the Chinefe mer¬ 
chants of Canton owed to private Britifh fubje<fi:s 
in Europe and India, and which amounted, as 
we underftood, tb almoft a million fterling, in¬ 
cluding the principal and compound intereft. 
With this view, he was diredted to make a 
peremptory demand of an audienceof the viceroy 
of Canton, which after fome delay, and not be¬ 
fore recourfe had been had to menaces, was at 
length granted. The anfwer he received, with 
regard to the fubjed of his miffion, was fair and 
fatisfadory: but he had no fooner departed, than 
an edid was ftuck up in the public places of the 
city, and on the houfes of the Europeans, pro¬ 
hibiting all foreigners from lending money, on 
any pretence whatever, to the fubjeds of the em¬ 
peror of China. 

This procedure had given occafion for very 
ferious alarms at Canton. The Chinefe mer¬ 
chants, who had contraded the debt, in oppo- 
fition to the commercial laws of their country, 
and partly denied thejuflice of the demand, were 
apprehenfive left fome intelligence of this Ihould 
be conveyed to Pekin ; in which cafe the empe¬ 
ror, who is reprefented as a juft and rigid prince, 
.might perhaps punifh them with the confifcation 
of their property, if not with the lofs of their 
lives. On the other hand, ths Scied Committee 

at 
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at the EngliQi fadtory, to whom the'Prefidency 
of Madras had recommended, in ftrong terms, 
the caufe of the claimants, entertained violent 
apprehenfions of embroiling themfelves with the 
Chinefe government at Canton, and of occafion- 
ing, by that means, great and perhaps irreparable 
detriment to the Eaft-India Company’s affairs in 
China. For the Mandarines, as Captain King 
was further informed, were conftantly prepared 
to take occafion, even on the moff trivial grounds, 
to obftrudt their commerce ; and it was frequently 
f very difficult matter, and always attended with 
expence, to getfuch reftraints taken off. Thefe 
impofitions were continually augmenting; and, 
indeed, Mr. King found it the general opinion, 
in all the European fadfories, that they fhould, 
probably, in a fhort time, be reduced to the 
mortifying alternative, either of quitting their 
commercial intercourfe with China, or enduring 
the fame indignities to which the Dutch are fub- 
jedfed in the Japanefe domininons. 

The arrival of our two fhips, at fuch a time, 
could-not fail of giving rife to frefh alarms. 
Captain King, therefore, finding there was no 
profpedl of his proceeding to Canton, difpatched 
a letter to the Committee of the Englifh Super¬ 
cargoes, to inform them of the reafon of our 
putting into the Tygris, and to requeft their 
affiftance in procuring him a paffport, as well as 
in forwarding the ftores we had occafion for (of 

which 
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■which Mr. King fcnt them a lift) with all polEbl* 
expedition. 

The following morning, Captain King was 
accompanied on board by our countryman; who 
acquainting us with the fituation of the Typa, 
we weighed anchor between fix and feven o’clock, 
and fteered towards it; but the wind failing, we 
again came to; at eight, in three fathoms and a 
half; the Grand Ladrone bearing fouth-eaft by 
fouth, and Macao weft-north-weft, at the diftance 
of three miles. 

The Portugueze fort was here fainted by the 
Refolution with eleven guns, and the compli¬ 
ment was returned by an equal number. Early 
in the tnorning of the 4th, we weighed again, 
and ftood into tlie Typa, were we moored with 
the ftream anchor and cable to the weft. 

As the Comprador, with whpm we at lirft en¬ 
gaged, had taken the liberty of going off with a 
fmall funl of money, which he had received from 
us before-hand for the purchafe of provifions, we 
entered into an agreement with another, who fup- 
plied both our veffels during the whole rime of 
our continuance here. This was done with fe- 
erecy, and in the night, on pretence of its being 
contrary to the eftabliftied regulatibns of the port; 
but we were inclined to fufpeft, that all this 
caution Was pradlifed either with a view of en¬ 
hancing the price of the articles provided by him, 
or of fecuring to himftlf the emoluments of his 

contradt. 
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oontraft, without being under the neceffity of 
fharing them with the Mandarines. 

On Thurfday the 9th, Captain Gore received 
an anfwer from the Englilh Supercargoes at Can¬ 
ton, in which they promifed to exert their moffc 
ftrenuous endeavours in procuring the fupplies 
of which we were in want, with all poffible dif- 
parch, and alTured him, that a paffport Ihould 
be lent for one of our officers ; expreffihg their 
hopes, at the fame time, that we were fufficiently 
acquainted with the charafter of the Chinefe ad- 
miniftration, to impute any delays, that might 
unavoidably occur, to their true eaufe. 

The next day, an jEnglilh merchant, from one 
of our Eaftrindian lettlements, made application 
to Captain Gore for the affiftance of a few of his 
people, to navigate as far as Canton a veflel 
which he had purchafed at Macao. Captain 
Gore, confidering this as a good opportunity for 
Mr. King to repair to that city, gave orders, that 
he Ibould take with him his fecond lieutenant, 
the lieutenant of marines, and ten failors. 

Though this was not the exadt mode in which 
Captain King could have wiflied to vifii Canton, 
yet as it was highly uncertain when the palTport 
would arrive, and his prefence might be of great 
fervice in expediting the requifite fupplies ; he 
did not fcruple to go on board the veifel, havhig 
left orders with Mr. Wiiliamfon to prepare the 
Difcovery for lea with all convenient fpeed, and 
Q 3 make 
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make fuch additions and improvements in her 
upper works, as might contribute to render her 
more defenfible. That the feries of our aftrono- 
miqal obfervations might nor be interrupted by 
his abfence, he entrufted Mr. Trevenen with the 
care of continuing them; as he repofed a perfect 
confidence in the abilities and afliduity of that 
gentleman. 

Mr. King and his attendants quitted the har¬ 
bour of Macao on Saturday the iith; and fail-: 
ing round the fouth-eaftern extreme of the ifland, 
fteered a northerly courfe, leaving on their right- 
hand, as they palled along, Lantao Lantin, and 
feveral illes of fmaller extent. All thefe illands, 
as well as that of Macao, which is fituated to the 
left, are totally deftitute of wood : the land is 
high and unfertile, and is not inhabited, except 
occalionally by filhermen. 

As they approached the Bocca Tygris, which 
is neat forty miles diftant from Macao, the coaft 
pf China appeared to the eaftward in fleep white 
cliffs. The two forts, that command the mouth 
of the river, were, at this time, exaAly in the 
lame ftate they were in when Lord Anfon was 
here. That which Hands to the left is a fine old 
callle, environed by a grove of trees, and has a 
pleafing and,romantic afpeft. 

The yeffel was here vifited by an officer of the 
cuftoms; upon which occafion, the perfon to 
whom it belonged, being apprehenfive that, tf 
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our party ftiould be difcovered on board, it would 
produce fome alarm, and might perhaps be at¬ 
tended with difagreeable confequences, requefted 
them to retire into the cabin below. 

Above thefe forts, the breadth of the river is 
variable, the banks being flat and low, and fub- 
jedl to great inundations from the tide. The land 
on both Tides, is level, and laid out in fields of 
rice; but, as our party advanced, it was obferved 
to rife gradually into hills of confiderable decli¬ 
vity, whofe fides were cut into terraces, and 
planted with fugar-canes, yams. Tweet potatoes, 
the cotton-tree, and plantains. They alTo per¬ 
ceived many lofty pagodas, difperfed about the 
country, and feveral towns at a diflance. Tome of 
which Teemed to be of great magnitude. 

.' Their progrefs being retarded by contrary 
winds, and the lightneTs of the velTel, they did 
not arrive at Wampu, which is no more than 
nine leagues from the BoccaTygris, till the i8th. 
Wampu is a fmall town, off which the fhips of 
the various nations, who trade with the Chinefe 
are ftationed, in order to receive their refpecfive 
ladings. It is afferted by Monfieur Sonnerat, 
that the river, higher up, is not fufficiently deep 
for the admiffion of veffels that are heavily laden, 
even if the policy of the Chinefe had ^lermitted 
Europeans to navigate them up to Canton. With 
reTpeft to this circumftance, however, we cannot 
pretend to decide, as np ftranger, we believe, 

ha3 
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has been allowed to inform himfelf with certainty 
of the truth. The little iflands, that are fituated 
oppofite the town, are appropriated to the feve- 
ral faftories, who have erefted warehoufes for 
the reception of the various articles of merchan¬ 
dize which are brought down from Canton. 

At Wampu, Captain King embarked in a fam~ 
pane, or Chinefe boat, and immediately proceed¬ 
ed to Canton, which is eight or nine miles higher 
up the river. Thefe jampanes are the neateft and 
moil commodious boats for paflengers that Mr. 
King ever faw. They are of different fizes, of 
great breadth upon the beam, nearly flat at the 
bottom, and narrow at the head and ftern, which 
are elevated, and embellilhed with ornaments. 
The middle part, where Mr. King fat, was arch¬ 
ed over with a roof made of bamboo, which may, 
at pleafure, be raifed or lowered; in the fides 
were fmall windows which had fhutters to them; 
and the apartment was furnifhed with tables, 
chairs, and handfome mats. A fmall waxen idol 
was placed in the ftern, in a cafe of gilt leather. 
Before this image flood a pot, that contained 
lighted tapers made of matches, or dry chips, 
and gum. The fare of this boat amounted to a 
Spanifh dollar. 

Captain King reached Canton in the evening, 
and difembarked at the Englifh faftory, where, 
though his arrival was wholly unexpefted, he 
was received with every mark of ciyility and re- 

fpeft. 
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fpeft. Meffrs. Fitzhugh, Bevan, and Rapier, 
compofed, at this time, the Sele6t Committee; 
and the former of thefe gentlemen aded as Preli- 
dent. They immediately gave Mr. King an in¬ 
ventory of thofe ftores with which the Eaft-India 
ihips were able to fupply us; and though he did 
not entertain the fmalleft doubt, that the com¬ 
manders were willing to affift us with whatever 
they could fpare, confidently with a regard to 
the intereft of their employers, as well as their 
own fafety, yet it was a great difappointment to 
him to obferve in their lift fcarcely any canvafs 
or cordage, of both which articles we were chiefty 
in want. It afforded him, however, fome con- 
folation to find that the ftores were ready to be 
fliipped, and that the provifions we had occafion 
for might be had at a day’s notice. 

Mr. King being defirous of making his flay 
here as fhort as poffible, requefted that the gen-, 
tlemen would endeavour to procure junks or boats 
for him the next day, as it was his intention to 
quit Canton the following one; but they gave 
him to underftand, that a bufinefs of that nature 
was not to be tranfadled with fuch quicknefs iri 
the Chinefe dominions ; that leave much previ- 
oufly he obtained from the Viceroy ; that appli¬ 
cation muft be made to the Hoppo, or principal 
officer of the cuftoms, for chops, or permits; and 
that it was not cuftomary to grant fuch favours 
without mature deliberation : in fhort, that pa^ 

tience 
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Hence was a virtue effentially necefTary in China; 
and that they hoped they Ihould have the pleafure 
of rendering the faftory agfeeabie to him, for a 
few days longer than he feemed inclined to favour 
them with his company. 

Though Captain King was not much difpofed 
to be pleafed with this compliment, h6 could not 
avoid being diverted with an incident which oc¬ 
curred very feafonably to convince him of the 
truth of their reprefentations, and of the fufpicious 
charafter that diftinguiflies the Chinefe. Our 
readers will doubtlefs recolledl, that it was now 
upwards of a fortnight fince Captain Gore had 
written to the gentlemen of the fadtory, to foli- 
cit, their affiftance in gaining permiffion for one 
©f his officers to repair to Canton. In confe- 
quence of this application they had mentioned 
the affair to one of the principal Chinefe mer¬ 
chants of'that city, who had promifed to intereft 
hirafelfin our behalf, and to petition the Viceroy 
to grant our requeft. This perfon came to vifit 
Mr. Fitzhugh, the Prefident, while he and his 
colleagues were converling with Captain King on 
thefubjedf, and informed him, with great com¬ 
placency and fatisfadlion in his countenance, that 
he had at length met with fuccefs in his folicita- 
tions, and that a paffport would be ilfued in a 
few days for one of the officers of the Lad rone 
{hip, or pirate. Mr. Fitzhugh immediately de- 
fi'red him not to give hitniclf any further trouble 
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in this bufiiiefs, as the officer (pointing to Captaia 
King) was already arrived. The confternation, 
with which the old Chinefe merchant was feized 
on hearing this intelligence, is almofi: incon¬ 
ceivable. His head funk inftant.aneoully upon 
his bread, and the fofa, on which he fat, fhook, 
from the violence of his emotion. Whether the 
Ladrohe fhip (as he called it) was the object of 
his apprehenfions, or his own government, Cap¬ 
tain King could not determine ; but, after he 
had continued a few minutes in this date of agita¬ 
tion, Mr. Bevan begged him not to defpair, and 
acquainted him with the manner in which the 
Captain had paffed from Macao, the motives of 
liis journey to Canton, and hiswilhes to quit that 
city as foon as poffible. As this lad circunl^ 
^ance feemed to be particularly agreeable to the 
old man, Mr. King flattered himfelf that he 
fliould find him difpofed to accelerate his depar¬ 
ture ; but he had no fooner recovered from hi$ 
condernation, than he began to recount the im- 
avoidabledelays that would occur in our bufinefs, 
the difficulty of obtaining an audience of the 
Viceroy, the jealoufies and fufpicions entertained 
by the Mandarines with regard to our real de- 
figns, which, he affirmed, had rifen to an un¬ 
common height, from the drange account that we 
had given of ourfelves. 

After Captain King had waited feveral days, 
with great impatience^ for the iflue of his negotia^ 

tion 
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tion, without finding that the affair was in the 
lead advanced towards a conclufion, he made 
application to the commander of an Englifl> 
country fhip, who intended to fail on the 25th, 
and who offered to take on board the men and 
ftores, and to lie to, nnlefs the weather fhould 
prevent him, off Macao, till we could diCpatch 
boats to receive them out of his veffeh He at 
the fame time apprifed Captain King of the 
danger he might perhaps incur of being driven 
with them out to fea. 

While Mr. King was confidering what fieps 
he fhould take, the commander of another country 
fhip prefented him with a letter from Captain 
Core, importing that he had engaged this com¬ 
mander to bring our party from Canton, and to 
deliver our fupplies, at his own hazard, in th^ 
'I'ypa. All difficulties being thus removed, Mr. 
King had leifure to beftow fome attention on the 
purchafe of our ftores and provifions, which he 
completed on the 26th; and, on the fucceeding 
day, the whole ftock was conveyed on board. 

Captain Gore being of opinion, that Canton 
would be the moft advantageous market for furs, 
had defired Mr.-King to take with him about 
twenty fkins of fca-otters; moft of which had 
been the property of our deceafed Commanders, 
and to difpofe of them at the beft price he could 
obtain; a commiffion which furnilhed him with 
an opportunity of becoming acquainted, in fomp 
3 degree. 
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degree, with the genius of the Chinefe for trade. 
Mr. King having informed fome of the Englifh 
fupercargoes of thefe circumftances, requefled 
that they would recommend him to fome reputable 
Chinefe merchant, who would at once offer him 
a reafonable price for the Ikins. They accord¬ 
ingly direfted him to a member of the Hong, (an 
appellation given to a fociety of the principal 
merchants of the city) who being fully apprifed 
of the nature of the bufincfs, feemed to be fen- 
fible of the delicacy of Mr. King’s fituation, and 
affured him that he might rely on his integrity, 
and that, in an affair of this kind, he Ihould con- 
fider himfelf as a mere agent, without feeking to 
acquire any profit for himfelf. 

The ikins being laid before this merchant, he 
examined them over and over again with parti¬ 
cular attention, and at laft informed Captain 
King, that he could not think of offering more 
than three hundred dollars for them. As the 
Captain was convinced, from the price at which 
our Ikins had been fold in Kamtfchatka, that he 
had not offered one half of their value, he found 
himfelf obliged to drive a bargain. He there¬ 
fore in his turn, demanded a thoufand dollars ; 
the Chinefe merchant then advanced to five hun¬ 
dred ; after which he offered Mr. King a private 
prefent of porcelain and tea, which amounted to 
a hundred more; then he propofed to give the 
fame fum in money ; and at length ryfe to feven 

hun- 
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hundred dollars; upon which the]Captainlowered 
his demands to nine hundred. Here, each of 
them declaring that he would not recede, they 
parted ; but theChinefe fpeedily returned with a 
lift of Eaft-Indian commodities, which he now 
defired that Mr. King would take in exchano-e. 
and which (as the Captain was afterwards inform¬ 
ed) would have amounted in value, if faithfully 
delivered, to double the fum the merchant had 
before offered. Finding the Captain unwilling to 
deal in this mode, he finally propofed, that they 
fhould divide the difference, which Mr. King, 
weary of the conteft, agreed to, and received the 
eight hundred dollars. 

.Captain King, from the ill health under which 
he at prefent laboured, had but little reafon to 
lament the very narrow bounds, within which 
every European at Canton is obliged, by the 
fufpicious policy of the Chineie, to confine his 
curiofity. He would otherwife, doubtlefs, have 
felt himfelf extremely tantalized with living under 
the walls of a city of fuch magnitude, and fo re¬ 
plete withobjeds of novelty, without being per¬ 
mitted to enter it. 

The accounts of Canton, as well as of the other 
parts of China, by Le Comte and Du Halde, 
moft of our readers have, in all probability, 
perufed. Thefe authors have lately been charged 
by Monfieur Sonnerat with having been guilty of 
great exaggeration; for which reafon the flible- 

quent 
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quent remarks colledted by Captain King from 
the intelligence which he received from feveral 
Englifb gentlemen, who had refided a long time 
at Canton, may not improperly be introduced. 

The circumference of Canton, including the 
old and new town, and alfo the fuburbs, is about 
ten miles. With regard to its population, Mr. 
King, judging of thewhole from vvhathe faw in the 
fuburbs, is of opinion, that it falls confiderably 
fliort of an European town of equal magnitude. 
Le Comte has eftimated the number of its inha¬ 
bitants at one million five hundred thoufand; 
DuHaldeat a million; and M. Sonnerat affirms 
he has afcertained that their number does not 
exceed feventy-five thoufand * : but, as this gen¬ 
tleman has not thought proper to communicate 
to us the grounds on which he founded his cal¬ 
culation, and, befides, feeras to be as much in¬ 
clined to depreciate whatever relates to tl\e Chi- 
nefe nation, as the Jefuits may be to magnify, 
his opinion does not lay claim to an implicit 
affent. The following'particulars may perhaps 
enable our readers to form a judgment on this 
point with fome degree of accuracy. 

It is certain, that aChinefe houfe, in general, 
occupies more fpace than is commonly taken up 
by houfes in Europe; but the proportion of four 

* “ J’ai *uerlfi: moj*meme, avec pludeiirs Chinoi'ij 
population de Canton, “ g.<x J.%Jcs Qri^niaUs 

4 la Ch ne^par M. S,nmraty vol ii* p. u- 

or 



240 A VOYAGE TO THE 

or five to one, fnggefted by M. Sonnerat, muft 
be acknowledged to go far beyond the truth. To 
this we may add, that a confiderable number of 
houfes, in the fuburbs of Canton, are kept only 
for.thepurpofes of commerce, by merchants and 
opulent tradefmen, whofe families refide entirely 
•within the walls. On the other hand, a Chinefe 
family, upon an average is more numerous than 
an European. A Mandarine, in proportion to 
his rank and property, has from five to twenty 
wives. A merchant has from three to five. A 
perfpn of the latter clafs at Canton, had, indeed, 
five and twenty wives, and fix and thirty children; 
but this was mentioned to Captain King as a very 
uncommon circumftance. A wealthy tradefman 
has generally two wives; and people of an in¬ 
terior ftation very rarely have more than one. 
They have, at leaft double the number of fervants 
employed by Europeans of the fame rank. If, 
therefore, we fuppofe a Chinefe family to be 
larger by one-third, and an European houfe lefs 
by two-thirds, than each other, a city of China 
will comprehend only half the number of people 
contained in a town of the fame extent in Europe. 
According to thefe poftulata, the city and fuburbs 
of Canton may contain, in all probability, about 
a hundred and fifty thoufand inhabitants. 

Captain King found various opinions entertain¬ 
ed refpeding the number of inliabited fampanes: 
but none computed them to be under forty 

thou- 
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thoufand. They are moored in rows, clofe to 
each other, a narrow paffage being left, at inter- 
x'als for the boats to pafs and repafs on the river. 
The Tygris, at Canton, being of greater width 
than the Thames at London, and the whole river, 
for the fpace of at lead a mile, being covered in 
this manner, it does not appear that this ellimate 
of their number is at all exaggerated; and if it 
be allowed, the inhabitants in the fampanes alone, 
each of which contains one family, muft amount 
to almoft thrice the number affirmed by M. Son- 
nerat to be in the whole city. 

Fifty thoufandmen conftitutethe military force 
of the province of Quangtong; of which Canton 
is the capital. It is affierted, that twenty thou- 
fand are ftationed in the city and its environs; 
and Captain King was affured, that, on occalion 
of fomecommotion which had happened at Can¬ 
ton, thirty thoufand troops had been drawn to¬ 
gether in the courfe of a few hours. 

The ftreets of this city are long, and mod of 
them are narrow and deditute of uniformity. 
They are well paved with large dones, and, in 
general, kept extremely clean. The houfes are 
built of brick, and are only one dory high. They 
have, for the mod part, two or three courts 
backwards, in which are erefted the warehoufes 
for the reception of merchandize, and, in the 
houfes within the city, the apartments for the 
females. Some of the meaner fort of people, 
Yoh. III. nP. 23. R though 



242 A VOYAGE TO THE 

though very few have their habitations compofed 
of wood. 

The houfes of the European faftors are built 
on a fine quay, having a regular fa9ade of two 
ftories towards the river. They are conftrufled, 
with refpe<fl to the infide, partly after the Chinefe, 
and partly after the European mode. Adjoining 
to thefe are a confiderable number of houfes 
which belong to the Chinefe, and are let out by 
them to the commanders of velTels, and to mer¬ 
chants, who make only an occafional ftay. 

As no European is permitted to take his wife 
with him to Canton, the Englifh fupercargoes 
live together, at a common table, which is main¬ 
tained by the company; and each of them has 
alfo an apartment appropriated to himfelf, con- 
fifting of three or four rooms. The period of 
their refidence rarely exceeds eight months in a 
year; and as, during that time, they are almoft 
conftantly occupied in the fervice of the com¬ 
pany, they may fubmit, with the lefs uneafinefs 
and regret, to the reftriftions under which they 
live. They very feldom make any vifits within 
the walls of Canton, except on public occafions. 
Indeed nothing contributed more to give Captain 
King an unfavourable opinion of the charaQer of 
the Chinefe, than his finding, that, among fo 
fomany perfons of ingenuous and liberal minds,as 
well as of amiable manners, feveral of whom had 
been refident in that country for near fifteen fuc- 

celfive 
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ccfl 5 ve years, they had never formed any focial 
connedtibn or friendfhip. 

As foon as the laft fliip departs from Wampu» 
they are all under the neceffity of retiring to 
Macao; but they leave behind them all the 
money they poflefs in fpccie, which, Mr. King 
was informed, fometimes amounts to a hundred 
thoufand pounds fterling, and for which they 
have no other fecurity than the feals of the 
Viceroy, the Mandarines, and the merchants of 
the Hong: a ftriking proof of the excellent police 
maintained in China. 

Captain King, during his continuance at Can¬ 
ton, accompanied one of the Englilh gentlemen 
on a vifit to a perfon of the firft diftindlion in the 
place. They were received in a long room or 
gallery, at the further end of which a table was 
placed, with a large chair behind it, and a row 
of chairs extending from it, on both fides, down 
the room. The captain having been previoufly 
inftrudled, that the point of politenefs confifted 
in remaining unfeatedas long as poflible, readily 
fubmitting to this piece of etiquette •; after which 
he and his friend were treated with tea, and fomc 
frelh and preferved fruits. Their entertainer was 
very corpulent, had a dull heavy countenance, 
and difplayed great gravity in his deportment. 
He had learned to fpeak a little broken Englifh 
and Portugueze. After his two guefts.had taken 
their refrefhment, he conduced them about his 
R 2 houfe 
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houfe anfl garden; and when he had fliewn them 
all the improvements he was making, they took, 
their leave. 

Captain King being defirous of avoiding the 
trouble and delay that might attend an applica¬ 
tion for paffports, as well as of faving the un- 
neceCTary expence of hiring z fampane, which he 
was informed amounted at lead to twelve pounds 
derling, had hitherto defigned to go along with 
the fupplies to Macoa, in the country merchant’s 
Ihip we mentioned before : but receiving an in¬ 
vitation from two Englifli gentlemen, who had 
found means to procure paffports for four, he ac¬ 
cepted, together with Mr. Philips, their offer of 
places in a Chinefe boat, and entrufted Mr. 
Lannyon with the fuperintendance of the men and 
ftores, which were to fail the following day. 

On Sunday the 26th, in the evening. Captain 
King took his leave of the fupercargoes, after 
having returned them thanks for their many 
favours; among which muft be mentioned apre- 
fcnt of a confiderable quantity of tea, for the ufe 
of the companies of both fhips, and a copious 
colleftion of Englifh periodical publications. 
The latter proved a \saluable acquifition to us, as 
they not only ferved to beguile our impatience, 
in the profecution of our tedious voyage home¬ 
wards, but alfo enabled us to return not wholly 
unacquainted with what had been tranfafting in 
our native country during our abfence. 


At 
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At one o’clock in the morning of the 27th^ ^ 
Meffrs. King and Phillips, and the two Englifti 
gentlemen, quitted Canton, and, about the fame 
hour of the fucceeding day, arrived at Macao, 
having paffed down a channelfituated to the weft 
of that by which Mr. King had come up. 

During the abfence of our party from Macao, 
a brilk traffic had been tarrying on with the 
Chinefe for our* fea-otter (kins, the value of 
which had augmented every day. One of our 
failors difpofed of his ftock, alone, for eight 
hundred dollars; and a feW of the beft fkins, 
which were clean, and had been carefully pre-^ 
ferved, produced a hundred and twenty dollars 
each. The total amount of the value, in goods 
and cafh, that was obtained for the furs of both 
our veffels, we are confident was not lefs than two 
thoufand pounds fterling; and it was the general 
opinion, that at leaft two-thirds of the quantity 
we had originally procured from the Americans, 
were by this time fpoiled and worn out, oj had 
been beftowed as prefents, and otherwife difpofed 
of, in Kamtfchatka. If, in addition to thefe 
fafts, we confider, that we at firft collefl;ed the 
furs without having juft ideas of their real 
value ; that moft of them had been worn by the 
favages from whom we purchafed them; that 
little regard was afterwards fliewn to their pre- 
fervation; that they were frequently made ufe of 
as bed-clothes^ and likewife for other purpofes, 
R 3 during 
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during our cruize to the horthward ; and tha^ 
m all probability, we never received the full 
value for them in China ; the benefits that might 
accrue from a voyage to that part of the Ameri¬ 
can coaft where we obtained them, undertaken 
with commercial views, will certainly appear of 
fuflficient importance to claim the public attention. 

So great was the rage with which our feamen 
were poffelTed to return to Cook’s River, and 
there procure another cargo of fkins, by which 
they might be enabled to make their fortunes, 
that, at one time, they were alraoft on the point 
of proceeding to a mutiny. And Captain King 
acknowledges, that he could not refrain from in¬ 
dulging hirafelf in a projeft, which .was firft 
fuggefted to him by the difappointment we had 
met with in being compelled to leave the Japa- 
nefe Archipelago, as well as the northern coaft 
of China, unexplored ; and he is of opinion, that 
this objedl may ftill be happily attained, by 
means of our Eaft-India Company, not only 
with trifling expence, but even with the profpefil 
of very beneficial confequences. The ftate of 
affairs at home, or perhaps greater difficulties in 
the accompliffiraent of hisplan than he had fore- 
feen, have hitherto prevented its being carried 
into execution ; but, as the fcheme feems to be 
well contrived, we hope the reader will not be 
difpleafed with inferting it here. 

In> 
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In the firft place. Captain King propofes, 
that the Eaft-India Company’s China Ihips fliould, 
each, carry an additional number of men, mak¬ 
ing one hundred in the whole* Two veffels, one 
of two hundred tons, and the other of a hundred 
and fifty, might, with proper notice, (as Mr. 
King was informed) be purchafed at Canton; 
and, as vidualling is as cheap there as in Europe, 
he has calculated that they might be completely 
equipped for fea, with one year’s provifions and 
pay, for the fum of fix thoufand pounds, includ¬ 
ing the purchafe* The expence of the requifite 
articles for barter is very inconfiderable. 

Mr. King particularly recommends that each 
of the fiiips {hould have a forge, five tons of un¬ 
wrought iron, and a fkilful fmith, with an appren¬ 
tice and journeyman, who might occafionally 
make fuch tools, as the Indians fhould appear to 
have the greateft inclination for pofleffing. For, 
though half a dozen of the fineft Ikins, obtained 
by us, were purchafed with twelve large green 
glafs beads, yet it is very certain, that the fancy 
of thefe people, for ornamental articles, is ex¬ 
tremely capricious and variable ; and that the 
only fure commodity for their market is iron. 
To this might be added feveral bales of coarfe 
woollen cloth, two or three barrels of glafs and 
copper trinkets, and a ferwgrofs of large pointed 
cafe-knives. 

R 4 
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The Captain propofes two vefTels, not only for 
the greater fecurity of the voyage^ but becaufe 
fingle {hips ought never, in his opinion, to be 
fent ofut for the piirpofe of difcovery. For where 
rifques are frequently to be run, and uncertain 
and dangerous experiments tried, it can by no 
means be expefted that fingle fhips (hould ven¬ 
ture fo far, as where feme fecurity is provided 
againll an unfortunate accident. 

When the fliips are prepared for fea, they will 
fail with the firft fouth-weft monfoon, which 
ufually fets in about the commencement of the 
month of April. They will fteer a northward 
courfe, with this wind, along the Chinefe coafl, 
beginning to make a more accurate furvey from 
the mouth of the Nankin river, or the river 
Kyana, in the 30th degree of latitude, which is 
fuppofed to be the remoteft limit of this coaft 
hitherto vifited by European veflels. 

The extent of the great gulph called JVhan^ 
Hayy or the yellow Sea, being at prefent un¬ 
known, it may be left to the Commander’s dif- 
cretion, to proceed up it as far as he may think 
proper: he muft be cautious, however, not to 
entangle himfelf in it too far, left he fliould not 
havefufficient time left for the profeciition of the 
remainder of his voyage. The fame diferetion 
may be ufed, when he has reached the ftraits of 
Tcflbi, with regard to the iflands of Jefo, which, 

if 
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if the wind and weather fhould be favourable, he 
mull not negleft to explore. 

Having arrived in the latitude of 51“ 40', where 
he will make the moft foutherly point of the ifle 
ofSagaleen, beyond which we have a confider- 
able knowledge of the fea of Okotlk, he will 
Iteer towards the fouth, probably about the be¬ 
ginning of June, and exert his endeavours to fall 
in with the moft fouthern of the Kurile iflands. 
If the accounts of the Ruffians may be depended 
on, Ooroop, orNadefchda, will furniffi the ffiips 
with a commodious harbour, where they may re¬ 
cruit their wood and water, and provide them- 
felves with fuch refrefhments as the place may 
afford. 

About the end of June the commander will 
direft his courfe to the Shummagins, whence he 
will proceed to Cook’s River, purchafing, in his 
progrefs, as many fltins aspoffible, without lofing 
too much time, fince he ought to fail again to the 
fouthward, and trace the coaft with the utmoft 
accuracy betweeen the 56th and 50th degrees of 
latitude, the fpace where contrary winds drove 
us out of fight of land. 

It muft here be obferved, that Captain King 
confiders the purchafe of Ikins, in this expedi¬ 
tion, as a fecondary concern, for defraying the 
expence ; and from our experience in the pre- 
fent voyage, there is no reafon to doubt that two 
hundred aad fifty (kins, each worth a hundred 

dol- 
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dollars, may be obtained without lofs of time; 
particularly as they will, in all probability, bef 
met with, along the coaft to the fouth of Cook’s 
River. 

The Commander, after having continued about 
three months on the American coaft, will fet out 
on his return to China in the former part of 
Odlober, taking care, in his route, to avoid, as 
much as poffible, the tracks of preceding na¬ 
vigators. All that remains to be added on this 
fubjefl, is, that if the fur trade Ihould become 
an eftablilhed obje£l of Indian commerce, many 
opportunities will occur of completing whatever 
may have been left unfiniftied, in the voyage of 
which the outlines are here delineated. 

A very ludicrous alteration took place in the 
drefs of all our crew, in confequence of the barter 
which the Chinefe had carried, on with us for our 
fea-otter fkins. On our arrival in the Typa, not 
only the failors, but likewife the younger officers, 
were extremely ragged in their apparel; for, as the 
voyage had now exceeded, almoft by a year, the 
time it was at firft fuppofed we Ihould continue 
at fea, the far greater part of our original ftock 
of European clothes had been long ago worn out, 
or repaired and patched up with fkins, and the 
different raanufatftures we had met with in the 
courfe of the expedition. Thefe were now mixed 
and eked out with the gayeft filks, and cottons 
that China could produce. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Lannyon arrived on the 30th, with the 
ftores and provifions, which, without delay, were 
flowed in due proportion on board of our two 
veffels. The following day, in compliance with 
an agreement made by Captain Gore, Mr. King 
fent the Difcovery’s fheet anchor to the country 
(hip, and, in return, received the guns by which 
fhe before rode. 

While we remained in the Typa, Captain King 
was fhewn in the garden of an Englifh gentle¬ 
man at Macao, the rock, under which, accord¬ 
ing to the traditional accounts, Camoens, the 
celebrated Portuguefe poet, was accuftomed to 
fit and compofe his Lufiad. It is an arch of con- 
fiderable height, eonfifting of one folid ftone, 
and forming the entrance of a grotto dug out of 
the elevated ground behind it. Large fpreading 
trees overfhadow the rock, which commands a 
beautiful and extenfive profpeQ: of the fea, and 
the iflands difperfed about it. 

On Tuefday the I ith of January, 1780, two 
failors belonging to the Refolution went off with 
a fix-oared cutter; and though the moft diligent 
fearch was made, both that and the fucceeding 
day, we never could gain any intelligence of her. 
It was imagined, that thefe feamen had been fe- 
duced by the hopes of acquiring a fortune, if 
they fhould return to the fur iflands. 

As, during our continuance in the Typa, we 
heard nothing with refpeO: to the meafurement 

of 
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of che fliips, we may reafonably conclude, tliaf 
the point fo ftrongly contefted, in Commodore 
Anfon’s times by the Chinefe, has, in confe-* 
quenceofhis courage and firmnefs, never fince 
been infifted on. 

According to the obfervations that were made 
while our veflelslay here, the harbour of Macao 
is fituated in the latitude of 22^ 11^ north, and 
thelongitudeof 113^47^ call; our anchoring-place 
in theTypa, in the latitude of 22° 20^^ north, 

and the longitude of 113^ 34^^^ eaft ; and the 

variation of the compafs was ig^weft. It was 
high water in the Typa, on the full and change 
days, at a quarter after five o’clock, and, in the 
harbour of Macao, at fifty minutes after five : 
the greateft rife was fix feet one inch. The flood 
Xeemed to come from the fouth-eaft; but, on 
account of the numerous iflands lying off the 
mouth of the river of Canton, we could not prow 
perly afcertain that point. 


C H A F, 
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CHAP. X. 

The Jliips rendered more defenjihle—Orders of the 
French Court relative to Captain Cook—Quit the 
T)pa—Strike Soundings on the Macclesfield Bank 
— Pido Sapata defcribed—Steerfior Pulo Condort 
—Cajl Anchor in a Harbour ofi that Ifiand—Tht 
Captains Gore and King land there—Captain 
King's Journey to the principal Town—Defcrip^ 
lion of th Town—Of the Habitation of the Chief 
—IneffeBual fearch for the Remains of an Eng^ 
lifh Fort—Copy of a French Certificate—A Man-- 
~ dariuy named Lucoy vifits the flips — Informati-- 
on received from him—The Launches difpatchei 
to bring away fome Bufaloes—Singular Gentle^ 
nefs of ihefe Animals tovjards children—Supplies 
of Wood and Water—Pulo Condore defcribed — 
Account of the Harbour—Animal and Vegetable 
Produce of the If and—Perfons and Difpofition 
of the inhahitants—Prefents to the Mandarin 
and the Bifiop of Adran—Afironomical and 
Nautical Ohfervations^ 

W E unmoored on the 12th of January, at 
twelve o’clock, and fcaled the guns, 
which^ on board the Difcovery, amounted at this 
time to ten ; fothat her people, by means of four 
additional ports, could fight feven on a fide. In 
the Refolution likewife, the number of guns had 

been 



2^4 


A VOYAGE TO THE 


been augmented from twelve to fixteen ; and, in 
each of our veflels, a ftrong barricade had been 
carried round the upper works, and all other pre¬ 
cautions taken to give ourinconfiderahle force a 
refpeftable appearance. 

We confidered it as our duty to furnifh our- 
felves with thefe means of defence, though there 
■was fome reafon to believe, that they had, in a 
great meafure, been rendered fuperfluous by the 
generofity of our enemies. Captain King had 
been informed at Canton, that, in the public 
prints, which had laft arrived from Great Britain, 
mention was made of inflruflions having been 
found on board all the French {hips of war, that 
had been taken in Europe, importing, that their 
commanders, if they fhould happen to fall in 
with the fhips which had failed from England 
under the command of Captain Cook, fhould fuf- 
fer them to proceed unmolefted on their voyage. 
It was alfo reported, that the American Congrefs 
had given fimilar orders to the veffels employed 
in their fervice. This intelligence being further 
confirmed hy the private letters of fome of the 
fupercargoes. Captain Gore deemed it incum¬ 
bent on him, in return for the liberal exceptions 
which our enemies had made in our favour, to 
refrain from embracing any opportunities of 
capture, vhich thefe might afford, and to main¬ 
tain the ftridefl; neutrality during the whole of 
his voyage. 
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Having got under fail, about two o’clock in 
the afternoon, the Refolution faluted the fort of 
Macao with eleven guns; and the falutation was 
returned with an equal number. The wind fail¬ 
ing at five, the fhip milfed ftays, and drove int6 
(hallow water; but an anchor being quickly- 
carried out, (he was hauled off without fuftainins: 
any damage. 

The calm continuing, we were under the ne- 
ceffity of warping out into the entrance of the 
Typa, which we gained by eight in the evening, 
and remained there till nine o’clock the follow¬ 
ing morning; when, being aflSfted by a freflt 
eafterly breeze, we ftood to the fouth between 
Wungboo and Potoe. At twelve a Swedifh vef- 
fel faluted us as (he paffed us on her way to 
Europe. At four in the afternoon, the Ladrone 
was about two leagues diftant in an eaftern di- 
reftion. 

We now fteereed fouth half eaft, having a freih 
breeze from the eaft-north-eaft point, without 
any remarkable occurrence, till the ,15th at noon; 
at which time, our latitude being 18° 57'', and 
our longitude 114° 13'', and the wind (hifting to 
the north, we diredled our courfc rather more to 
the eaftward, with a view of ftriking foundings 
over the Macclesfield bank. This we accom- 
plilhed on the 16th, at eight o’clock in the even¬ 
ing, and found that the depth of water was fifty 
fathoms, over a bottom confiding of white fand 

and 
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andfhells. We judge this part of the Maccles¬ 
field fhoals to be in the latitude of 15° 51', and 
the longitude of 114'’20'; which computation 
exaftly coincides with the pofuion affigned in 
Mr. Dalrymple’s map, whofe general accuracy 
was confirmed, in this inftance, by many lunar 
obfervations. The variation was found, in the 
forenoon, to be 39'' weft. 

We had ftrong gales from the eaft by north, 
on the 17th, with a rough turbulent fea, and 
gloomy weather. On the fucceeding day, the 
fea continuing to run high, and the wind to blow 
with violence, we changed our courfe to fouth- 
weft by fouth; and, at twelve o’clock, being in 
the longitude 112°, and the latitude of 12^34'', 
we began to fteer more to the weftward for Pulo 
Sapata, of which we had fight on the 19th, about 
four in the afternoon. It was, at that time, 
twelve or fourteen miles diftant, bearing north- 
weft by w'eft. 

This ifland, which is denominated Sapata,, 
from its refembling a fhoe in figure, is fmall, 
elevated, and unfertile. According to our ob¬ 
fervations, it is fituated in the latitude of 10° 4^ 
north, and the longitude of 109° 10^ eaft. 

The fury of the gale was now fo much aug¬ 
mented, and the fea ran fo high, that we were 
obliged to clofe-reef the top-fails. Ourfhips, 
during the three laft days, had out-run their 
reckoning at the rate of twenty miles in a day ; 

and, 
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knd, as this could not be wholly attributed to the 
efFefts of a following fea, we partly afcribed it ip 
a current, which, according to Captain King’s 
calculation, had fet, between the noon of the 
igth, and the noon of the 20th, forty-two miles 
to the fouth fouth-weftward; and is taken into 
the account in fixing the pofition of Sapata. 

Havdng paifed this ifland, we flood to the weft- 
ward, and, at midnight, founded, and found a 
bottom of fine fand at the depth of fifty fathoms 
'The violence of the wind abating in the morning 
of the 20th, we let out the reefs, and directed 
our courfe to the weft by fouth for Pulo Condorc, 
Our latitude at noon, was 8® 46^ north, and our 
longitude io6°45^eaft; and, between twelve and 
one, we had a view of that ifland, in a weftern 
direction. 

At four o’clock in the afternoon, the extremes 
of Pulo Condore and the iflands that are fituated 
off it, bore fouth-eaft and fouth-weft by weft; 
and our diftance from the neareft iflands was a- 
bout two miles. We failed to the northward of 
the iflands, and flood towards a harbour at the 
fouth-weft end of Condore, which, having its 
entrance from the north-weft, affords the beft 
Ihelter during the nortb-eaft monfoon. At fix 
o’clock we anchored in fix fathoms water, with 
the beft bower; and the Difeovery was kept 
fteady with a ftream anchor and cable towards the 
fouth-eaft. When mooied, the extremities of 
Vo L. IV. N® 23. S the 
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the entrance of the harbour bore weft-north-weft 
a quarter weft, aud north by weft; the opening 
at the upper end bore fouth-eaft by eaft three 
quarters eaft ;and we were about two furlongs 
diftant from the neareft part of the fhore. 

We had no fooner let go our anchors, than ' 
Captain Gore fired 3 gun, with a view of giving- 
the inhabitants notice of our arrival, and draw¬ 
ing them towards the fhore; but it had no ef¬ 
fect:. Early the next morning parties were dif-- 
patched to cut wood, as Captain Gore’s principal 
motive for touching at this iftand was to fupply 
the [tips with that article. During the afternoon 
a fuddcn guft of wind broke the ftream-cable, by 
which the Difcovery rode, and obliged her people 
to moor with the bower anchors. 

As none ot the iflanders had yet made their 
appearance, notwithftanding the firing of a fecond 
gun, Captain Gore thought it advifeable to go 
afhore in fearch of them, that we might lofe no 
t me in opening a traffic for fuch provifions as the 
place could furnifh us with. For this purpofe, he 
defired Captain King to accompany him in the 
morning of the 22d: and, as the wind, at that 
time blew violently from the eaftward, they did 
not think it confiftent with prudence to coaft in 
their boats to tlie town, which ftands on the 
eaftern fide of the iftand, but rowed round the 
northern point of the harbour. 

They 
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iThey had proceeded along the Ihore for th^ 
fpace of about two miles, when perceiving, a road 
that led into a wood, they landed. Here Captain 
King left Captain Gore, and, attended by a mid- 
fliipman, and four armed failors, purfued the 
path, which appeared to point diredlly acrofs the 
ifland. They palTed through a thick wood, up a 
hill of confiderable fteepnefs, to the diflance of a 
mile, when, after they had defcended through a 
wood of equal extent, on the other fide, they ar¬ 
rived in an open, level, fandy country, inter- 
fperfed with groves of cabbage-palm and cocoa- 
nut trees, and cultivated fpots of tobacco and 
rice. 

Here they defcried two huts, fituate on the 
extremity of the wood, to which they direfted 
their march.- Before they came up to thefe habi¬ 
tations, they were obferved by two men, who 
inftantaneoully ran away from them, notwith- 
ftanding all the peaceable and fupplicating gef- 
tures our party could devife. On reaching the 
huts. Captain King, apprehending that the light 
of fo many armed men mig^^ht terrify the natives, 
commanded his attendants to remain without, 
while he entered and reconnoitred alone. In one 
of the huts he found an elderly man, who was in 
a great confternation, and was preparing to retire 
with the moft valuable of his effedls thst he was 
able to carry, Mr. King, h >wever, found means, 
in a very fhort time, fo enurely to dilfipate his 

S 2 terrors 
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terrors, that he came out, and called to the two 
jflanders, who were running away, to return. 

Captain King and the old man now quicjcly 
came to a perfecl underftanding. A few figns,r 
particularly that lignificant one of fhewing a 
handfull of dollars^ and then pointing to a herd of 
buffaloes, as well as to the fowls that were run¬ 
ning in confiderable numbers about the huts, left 
him under no doubts with rcfpefl; to the real ob- 
je(fls of the Captain’s vifit. He immediately 
pointed to the fpot where the town was fituated' 
and made Mr. King comprehend, that, by re¬ 
pairing thither, all his neceffities would be 
fupplied. 

By this time the two fugitives had returned, 
and one of them was ordered by the old man to 
condufl our party to the town, as foon as an ob- 
■ftacle, of which they were not aware, fhould be 
removed. On their firft leaving the wood, a 
herd of buffaloes, confifting of at lead twenty, 
ran towards them, toffing up their heads, fnufhng 
the air, and making a hideous roaring. They 
had followed our people to the huts, and now 
remained at a fmall diftance drawn up in a body; 
and the old man fignified to Captain King, that 
it would be extremely dangerous for our party to- 
move, till the buffaloes had been driven into the 
woods: but thefe animals had become fo enraged 
at the fight of them, that this was not accora- 
plifhed withput fome difficulty. The men, in- 

decdj 
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deed, were unable to efFeft it; but, to the fur- 
prife of Captain King and his companions, they 
called fome little boys to their affiftance, who 
fpeedily drove the animals out of fight. It after¬ 
wards appeared, that, in driving the buffaloes, 
and fecuring them, which is done by putting a 
rope through a hole made in their noftrils, it was 
cuftomary to employ little boys, who, at times 
when the men would not venture to approach 
them, could ftroke and handle them with im¬ 
punity. 

After the buffaloes had been driven off, our 
party were conduced to the town, which was 
about a mile diftant; the road to it lying through 
a deep whitifh fand. It {lands near the fea-fide, 
at the bottom of a retired bay, which affords 
good Ihelter during the prevalence of the fouth- 
weft monfoon 

This town iscompofed of between twenty and 
thirty houfes, which are built contiguous to each 
other. Befides thefe, there are fix or feven 
others difperfed about the beach. The roof, 
the two ends, and the fide that fronts the country, 
are conflrutled of reeds in a neat manner. The 
oppofite fide which faces the fea, is perfeftly 
open; but the inhabitants, by means of 3 kind 
of fcreens made of bamboo, can exclude or admit 
as much of the air and fun as they think proper. 
There are likewife other large fcrccns, or partiV 
tions, which ferve to divide, as occafion may 
S 3 require, 
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require, the fingle room, of which the habita¬ 
tion, properly fpeaking, confifts, into feperatc 
apartments. 

The iflander who aded as a guide to our 
party, conduced them to the larged houfe m 
the town, belonging to the chief, or ( as the na¬ 
tives ftyled him) the Captain. At each extremi¬ 
ty of this houfe was a room, feparated by a 
partition of reeds from the middle fpace, which 
■was unenclofed on either fide, and was furnifhed 
with partition fcreens like the others. There 
■was alfo a penthoufe, which projefled to the dif- 
tance of four or five feet from the roof, and ran 
the whole length on each fide, Some Chinefe 
paintings, reprefenting perfons of both fexes in 
ludicrous attitudes, were hung at each end of the 
middle room. In this apartment our people were 
requeded to feat themfelves on mats, and hetel 
was prefented to them. 

Captain King, by producing money, and point¬ 
ing at different objefts thatw'erein fight, met with 
no difficulty in making one of the company, who 
feemed to be the principal perfon among them, 
comprehend the chief defign of his vifit; and as 
readily underdood f-m. him, that the Chief, or 
Captain, was, at th'i 'me, abfent, but would 
quickly return ; and that nopurchafe of any kind 
could be made without his concurrence and ap^ 
probation. 

Our 
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Our party took advantage of the opportunity 
afforded them by this circumftance, to walk 
^about the town: and did not omit fearching, 
though ineffea ually, for the remains of a fort, 
which fome of our countrymen had built in the 
year 1702, near the fpot they were now upon^. 
On their return to the houfe of the Captain, they 
were forry to find, that he had not yet arrived, 
particularly-as the time which had been fixed by 
Captain Gore, for their return to the boat, was 
nearly expired. The inhabitants defired them to 
protrad their ftay, and even propofed their paf- 
fing the night there, offering to accommodate 
them in the be ft manner they were able. 

Mr. King had obferved, when he was in the 
houxC befoi Cj ^ and now remarked it the more^ 
that the perfbn above-mentioned frequently re¬ 
tired into one of the end rooms, where he con- 
J,4nued a fhort time, before he anfwered the in- 

* The Englifh fettled on this ifland in 1702, and brought 
with them a party of Mapaiicr folcliers, who were hired tp 
ccntnbute their ajliilance in ereding a fort; but the preh- 
dcnt of the fadcory not fulfilling his engagement with them, 
they v/cre determined upon revenge, and, one night, took 
an opportunity of murdering all the Englifh in the fort. 
Thofe who were without the fort, hearing a noife, were 
greatly alarmed, and running to their boats, narrowly ef- 
caped with their lives 10 the Jchore dominions, where they 
met with very humane treatment. Some of thefe afterwards- 
repaired to Benjar-Mailean, in the idand of Borneo, for the 
purpofe of forming a fettlenicrit. 

^ 4 terrogatories 
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terrogatories that were put to him. This in., 
duced Mr.King to fufpeQ;, that the Captain had 
been there the whole time, though for reafons 
with which he himfelf was heft acquainted, he 
did not think proper to make his appearance. 
He was confirmed in his opinion, by being hop¬ 
ped as he attempted to enter the room. At 
length,.it evidently appeared, that Mr. King’s 
fufpicions were well founded; for, on his pre¬ 
paring to depart, the perfon who had pafled in 
and out fo many times, came from the roonj 
with a paper in his hand, and gave it to him for 
his perufal; and he was not a little furprifed at 
finding it to be a kind of certificate, written in 
the French language, of which the following is 
a tranflation. 

Peter Jofeph George, Bifhop of Adran, Apof- 
tolic Vicar of Cochin China, &c. The little 
Mandarin, who is the bearer hereof, is the real 
Envoy of the court to Pulo Condore, to attend, 
there for the reception of all European velTels 
whofe dellination is to approach this place,&c, 

A Sai-Gon, 

10 Auguft, 1776. 

Captain King returned the paper, with many 
proteftations of our people being the Mandarin’s 

good 
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good friends, and requefted he might be inform-, 
ed that they hoped he would do them the favour 
to pay them a vifit on board the fhips^ that they 
might convince him of it. They now took their 
leave, being, upon the whole, well fatisfied with 
what had happened, but full of conjectures with 
j-egard to this extraordinary French paper. Three 
of the inhabitants propofing to attend them back, 
they readily accepted the offer, and returned by 
the way they had come. 

Captain Gore was extremely pleafed at feeing 
them again, for, as they had exceeded their ap¬ 
pointed time by almoft an hour, he began to en¬ 
tertain apprehenfions for their fafety, and was 
preparing to march after them. He and his 
party had, during Mr. King’s abfence, been ufe- 
fully occupied, in loading the boat with the cab¬ 
bage-palm, which is very plentifull in this bay. 
The three guides were each prefented with a dol¬ 
lar, as a compenfation for their trouble; and a 
bottle of rum for the mandarin was cntrulled to 
their care. One of them thought proper to ac¬ 
company our people on board. 

The Captains Gore and King rejoined the fliips 
at two o’clock in the afternooti; and feveral of 
our {hooting parties returned from the woods 
about the fame time, having met with no great 
fuccefs, though they had feen a confiderable va- 
jriety of birds and other animalwS, fome of which 

will 
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will be noticed in the courfe of the prefent chap-r- 

ter. 

Six men, in a proa, rowed up to the (hips at 
five o’clock, from the upper end of the harbour; 
and one of them, who was a perfon of a decent 
appearance, introduced himfelf to Captain Gore 
with an eafe and politenefs, which indicated that 
he had been accuftomed to pafs his time in other 
company than what Condore afforded. He 
brought with him the French certificate above 
tranferibed, and gave us to underftand, that he 
was the Mandarin mentioned in it. Fie could 
fpeak a few Portuguefe words; but, as none of 
us had learned that language, we were under the 
neccffity of having recourfe to a black man on 
board, who was acquainted with the Malayan 
>ongue, which is the general language of thefe 
illanders, and was underhood by the Mandarin. 

After forne previous con\ erfation, he informed 
us, that he profeffed the Chriflian faith, and bad 
been baptized by the appellation ofLuco;thal 
he had been fent to this illand in the preceding 
Augufi, from Sai-gon, the capital of CochiiiT 
China, and had waited, fince that time, in ex- 
peclation of fome French veflels, which he wa$ 
to condufl: to a fafe harbour, on the cdafl; of 
Cochin-China, not ^boye one day’s fail from 
Condore. We told him that were not of t\i^ 
French nation, but of the Endifli; and aflvcd 

him 
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him, whether he had not heard, that thofe two 
kingdoms were now at war with each other. He 
replied in the affirmative; but intimated to us 
at the fame time, that it was a matter of indif¬ 
ference to him to what nation the ffiips he was 
directed to wait for appertained, provided their 
objeft was to enter into tradic with the people 
of Cochin-China. 

He now produced another paper, which he re- 
quefted us to perufe. This was a letter fealed up, 
and addreffed Tp the Captains of any European 
ffiips that may touch at Condore: Though we 
fuppofed, that this letter was particularly intended 
for French velTels, yet, as the direftion compre¬ 
hended all European Captains, and as Luco was 
defirous of our reading it, we broke the feal, and 
perceived that it was written by the fame biffiop 
who wrote the certificate. 

Its contents were to the following purport: 

That he bad reafon to expcQ, by feme intelli¬ 
gence lately received from Europe, that a ffiip 
would, in a fhort time, come to Cochin-China; 
in confequence of which neWwS, he had prevailed 
on the court to difpatch a Mandarin ( the bearer) 
to Pulo Condore, to wait its arrival: that if the 
veffel ffiould touch there, the Captain might 
either fend to him, by the bearer of this letter, 
an account of his having arrived or truft himfelf 
to the direflion of the Mandarin, who would 
qpilot the ffiip into a commodious port in Cochin- 

Chinat, 
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China, not exceeding a day’s fail from Pulo Con- 
dore: that if he fliould be inclined to continue at 
this ifland till the return of the meffenger, proper 
interpreters fliould be fent back, and any other 
afliftance, which might be pointed out in a letter, 
fliould be furniflied; that there was no occafion 
for being more particular, of which the com- 
tnander himfelf muft be fenfible.” This epiftlc 
had the fame date with the certificate, and was 
returned to Ltico, without our taking any copy 
of it. 

From the whole of the Mandaain’s conver- 
fation, as well as from this letter, we had little 
doubt that the veflel he expefted was a French 
one. We found, at the fame time, that he was 
defirous of not lofing his errand, and was not un¬ 
willing to become our pilot. We could not dif- 
cover from him the precife bufinefs which the 
Ihip he was waiting for defigned to profecute in 
Cochin-China. The black, indeed, who afted 
as our interpreter on this occafion, was exceed¬ 
ingly dull andllupid: we fliould, therefore, be 
forry, having fuch impcrfc£t means of informa¬ 
tion, to run the hazard of mifieading our readers 
by any of our owm conjecture?, relative to the 
objedl of the Mandarin’s vifit to Pulo Condore. 
We 'fliall only add, that he acquainted us, that 
the French veffels might perhaps have touched at 
Tirnon, and from thence fail to Cochin-China; 
and, as no intelligence of them had reached him, 

2 he 



he i magined that this was moft likely to have 
been the cafe. 

Captain Gore afterwards inquired, what fup- 
plies could be procured from this ifland. Luco 
replied, that there were two buffaloes belonging 
to him, which were at our fervice; and that there 
were confiderable numbers of thofe animals on 
the ifland, which might be purchafed for four or 
five dollars each; bm Captain Gore thinking that 
fum very moderate, and appearing inclined to 
give a much greater for them, the price was 
fpeedily augmented to feven or eight dollars. 

On the 23d, early in the morning, the launches 
of both our fliips were difpatched to the town, to 
bring away the buffaloes which we had given 
orders for the purchafe of; but they were under 
the neceffity of waiting till it was high water, 
not being able, at any other time to make their 
way through the opening at the head of the har¬ 
bour. Upon their arrival at the town, the furf 
broke againfl: the beach with fuch fury, that it 
was not without the greateft difficulty that each 
of the launches brought a buftaloe on board in 
the evening, and the officers employed in this 
fervice declared it as their opinion, that, not 
only from the violence of the furf, but alfo from 
the ferofity of the buffaloes, it would be highly 
imprudent to attempt to bring off any more 
this way. 


We^ 
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Wc had procured eight of thefe animals^ and 
were now at a lofs, in what manner we ftiould get 
them on board. We could not conveniently kill 
more than juft ferved for one day’s confumptionj, 
as^ in the climate in which we now were, meat 
would not keep till the next day. After confult- 
ing with the Mandarin on this'point, it was de¬ 
termined, that the remainder of the buffaloes 
(houW be driven through the v/ood, and over 
the hill down to the bay, where our two Captains 
had landed the preceding day; which being 
ftieltered from the v/ind, was coiifequently more 
free from furf. 

This plan was accordingly executed; but the 
intraftablenefs and amazing lirength of the ani¬ 
mals rendered it a flow and difficult operation. 
The mode of cooduefting iiiem was, by putting 
ropes through their noftrils^ and round their 
horns; but when they were once enraged at the 
fight of our people, they became fo furious, that 
they fometimes tore afunder the cartilage of the 
noftril, through wdiich the ropes paffed^ and fei 
themfelves at liberty; at other times, they broke 
the trees,, to which it was fre;quently found ne~ 
ceffary to faften them. On fiich occafions, all 
the endeavours of our men, for the recovery 
them, would have been unfcucefsfull without the 
aid of feme little bovs, whom the buffaloes would 
fuffer to approach them, and by wliofc puerile 
managemerus their rage was quickly appeafed: 

and 
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and when, at length, they had been brought up- 
ro the beach, it was by their affiftance, in twift-- 
ing ropes about their legs, in the manner they 
were direfted, that our people were enabled to 
throw them down, and, by that means, to get 
them into the boats. 

A circumftance relative to thefe animals, which 
we confidered as no lefs lingular than their gen- 
tlenefs towards children, and feeming afFedlion 
for them, was, that they had not been a whole 
day on board, before they were as tame as pof- 
fible. Captain King kept two of them, one of 
each fex, fora confiderable time, which became 
great favorites with the feamen. Thinking that 
a breed of animals of fiicb magnitude and 
flrength, fome of which weighed, when dreffed, 
feven hundred pounds, would be an acqaifition 
of fome value, he intended to have brought them 
with him to England; but that defign was 
fruftrated by an incurable hurt which one of 
them received at fea. 

The buffaloes were not all brought on board 
before the 28th. We bad no reafon, however, 
to regret fne time occupied in this fervice, fince 
in that interval, two wells of excellent water had 
been.found, in confequcncc of which difeovery, 
part of the companies of both fliips had been 
employed in providing a competent fupply of it. 
We likewife procured a quantity of wood; fo 
that a fhorter ftay would be requifite, in the 

Stjrait* 



traits of Sanda^ for recruiting our {lock of the 
neceffary articles. A party had alfo been engaged 
in drawing the feine^ at the head of the harbour^ 
where they caught a great number of good fifh; 
and another party had been bufied in cutting 
down the cabbage-palm, which was boiled and 
ferved out with the meat. Befides, as we ob-i- 
tained but an inconfidcrable fupply of cordage at 
Macao, the repairs of our rigging had become 
an objed: of conftant attention, and demanded 
all the time we could conveniently fpare. 

Pulo Condore is elevated and mountainous^ 
and is encompafl'ed by fcveral iflands of inferior 
extent, fome of v/hich are about two miles dif. 
tant, and others lefs than one mile. Its name 
fignifies the iOand of Calabafhes, being derived 
from two Malay words, Pido implying an ifland, 
and Condore a Calabafh, great quantities of which 
fruit are here produced. It is of a femi-circiilar 
form, and extends feven or eight miles from the 
moft foutherly point, in the direClion of norths 
call. Its breadth, in any part, does not exceed 
two miles. 

From the wefternmod extreme, the land, for 
the {pace of about four miles, trends to tlie 
fouth-eaftward; ^nd oppofite th is part of the coaft 
ftands an ifland, called, by Monficur D’Apres^ 
in the Neptune Orienialy Little Condore, which 
extends two miles in a fimilar direction. This 
fituation of the two iflands affords a fecure and 

convenient 
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convenient harbour, the entrance into which is 
from the horth-weflward. The diftance of the 
two oppofite coafts from each other is about three 
quarters of a mile, exclufive of a border of coral 
rock, running along each fide, and ftretching 
about a hundred yards from the fliore. 

The anchorage in this harbour is very good, 
the depth of water being from five to eleven 
fathoms; but the bottom is fo foft and clayey, 
that we meet with confiderable difficulty in weigh-* 
ing our anchors. There is ffiallov/water towards 
the bottom of the harbour, for the extent of about 
half a mile, beyond which the two iflands make 
fo near an approach to each other, that they leave 
only a paffage at high water for boats. The moft 
commodious watering-^place is at a beach on the 
eaftern fide, where we found a fmall ftrearn that 
fupplied us wi th fourteen or fifteen tons of water 
in a day. 

With regard both to animal and vegetable pro- 
duftions, Pulo Condore is greatly improved 
fihce the time it was vifited by Dampier. Nei¬ 
ther that navigator, nor the compiler of the Eafi- 
India Direftory, mention any other quadrupeds 
than hogs, (which are faidto be extremely fcarce] 
lizards, and guanoes; and the latter aflerts, up¬ 
on the authority of Monfieur Dedier, a French 
engineer, who furveyed this ifland about the year 
172O, that none of thofe fruits and efculent 
plants, which are fo frequently met with in thr 
Vor. IV.—N® 23. T other 
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Other parts of India, are to be found here, eH- 
^:ept chibbols (a {mall fort of onion) water-melons^ 
little black beans^, fmall gourds, and a few pota¬ 
toes. At prefent, befides the buffaloes, of which 
animals we were informed there were fevefal 
Urge herds, we purchafed from the inhabitants 
jfpme remarkably fine hogs, of the Chinefe breed. 
They brought us three or four of a wild fpecies 
ana our fportfmen affirmed, that they perceived 
their tracks in many parts of the woods, which 
likewife abounded with monkies and fquirrels; 
thefe, however, were fo ffiy^,that it was difficult 
to flioot them. 

One fpecies of the fquirrel, here obfcrved^ 
^as of a beautiful gloffy blackand another fort 
had brown and white ftripes. This is denomi¬ 
nated the flying fquirrel,. from its beingfuruifhed 
^ith a thin membrane,, refembling the wing of a 
bat, which extends on each fide of the belly, from 
the neck to the thighs,, and, on the ariimafs 
ftretching out its legs, fpreads,.and enables it to 
fly from one tree to another at a confiderablc 
diftance. Great numbers of lizards were fcen ; 
but we do not know that any of our people faw 
the guano, or another animal which Dampfer* has 
defcribcd as refembling the guano, though far 
fuperior in fize. 

Among the vegetable improvements of Pulb 
ConSore, may be reckoned the fields of rice' 

* Dampier’s Voyages, Vol. I. p. 39,2. 
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that were obfervcd : cocoa-nuts, pomegranates^ 
oranges, (haddocks, plantains, and various forts 
of pompions, were a.lfo found here • though, ex- 
cept the fhaddocks and plaintains, in no great 
quantities. 

From what we have already mentioned, re*>“ 
fpeBing the Bifliop of Adran, it is probable, t,hat 
the ifland is indebted to the French for thcfq im- 
provements, which were introduced, perhaps, for 
the purpofe of rendering it a more convenient; 
place of refrefhment fpr any of their veffels that 
may be deftined forCpchin-Chin^ or Cambodia. 
Should they have formed, or intend to form any 
fettlement in thofe regions, it is undoubtedly well 
-fituated for that purpofe, as Well as for annoying 
the commerce of their enemies, in time of v/ar. 

Though the woods are plentifully flocked with 
the feathered game, ourfportfmen had very little 
fucCefs in their purfuit of them. One of our gen¬ 
tlemen was fo fortunate as to fhoot a wild hen ; 
and all our (hooting parties were unanimous in 
declaring, that they heard the crowings of the 
cocks on every (ide, v/hich they faid refembled 
that of our common cock, but was more (hrill. 
They obferved feveral of them on the wing, 
which, however, wetc extremely (hy. The hen 
that was (hot was of a fpeckled hue, and of the 
fame (hape with a full-grown pullet of thii» 
country, though fomewhat inferior in magnitude. 
Monfieur Sonnerat has, in a long di(rertation, 
T 2 endeavoured 
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endeavoured to prove, that he was the firfl per^ 
fon who afeertained the country to which this 
ufeful and beautiful bird belongs, and denies that 
I)ampier met with it at this ifland. 

The land near the harbour is a continued lof¬ 
ty hill, richly adorned, from the fummit to the 
edge of the water, with a great variety of fine 
liigh trees. Among, others, we faw that which 
is called by Dampier the tar-tree; but perceived 
none that were tapped, in the manner deferibed 
by him. 

The inhabitants of Pulo Condore, who are 
fugitives from Cochin-China and Cambodia, are 
not numerous. They are very fwarthy in their 
complexion, of a fliort ftature, and of a weak 
unhealthy afpefl; and, as far as we bad an op¬ 
portunity of judging, of a gentle dirpofiiioii. 

We continued at this ifland till Friday the e'Stll 
of January; and, when the Mandarin took his 
leave of us. Captain Gore gave him, at his re- 
queft, a letter of recommendation to the com¬ 
manders of any other vcflels that might put in 
here. He alfo beliowed on him a handfome pre- 
fent, and gave him a letter for the Bifliop o^ 
Adran, together with atelcfcope, which he defired 
might be prefented to him as a compliment for 
the favours we had received, through his means, 
at Pulo Condore. 

The latitude of the harbour at Condore is 8^ 4.0^ 
north; its longitude, deduced from many lunar 

ohfer- 
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obfervations, 106° iS^ 46'''eaft; and the variation 
of the compafs was 14'' weft. At the full and 
change of the moon it was high water at 4'' 15“ 
apparent time; after which the water continued 
for twelve hours, without any perceptible ahera> 
tion, viz^ till i6‘‘ 15“ apparent time, when the 
ebb commenced; and at 22*» 15“ apparent time, 
it was low water. The tranfition from ebbing to 
flowing was very quick, being in lefs than five 
minutes. The water rofq and fell feven feet four 
inches perpendicular. 
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' C’H A P. XL 

Sh'ips [fMn 'Pulo Condoh—See 
• ^PUk^Titnmn~~Pulo PuiJJdhg-—Pulo 'Aorr—Pulo 
^PMjMg—^ljlPids called'Dofhin'is—Pulo Tdja — 
Enter' ihe Straits of Banm-^IJlatid of Liiftpara 
,^IXfcription' 'of the country that borders-on ' the 
Straits ej Banca,—The Sifters deferWdd—See the 
I/land of Java—Enter the Straits of Sunda — 
Mr. Williamfon fent on board a Dutch Ship to 
procure intelligence—^Anchor at Cracatoa — De¬ 
fer ip tion of that If and—Proceed to Prince’s If- 

fand _ Supplies obtained there—Situation of the 

'Watering-place there—Unhealthy EpfeUs of the 
Climate of Java—The Crew of the Refolution 
in a more fickly State than that of the Difcovery 

_ A fudden Storm—Steer Jor the Cape of Good 

Hope—Anchor in Simon’s Bay—The two Cap¬ 
tains v fit the Governor of the Cape — Defcrip- 
tion of Falfe Bay—Of Simon’s Bay — Noah's Ark 
—Seal If and—Fruitlcfs Attempt to get into Port 
Galway in Ireland—Steer to the North of Lewis 
Jfand—Anchor at Siromne/s—Concluding Re¬ 
marks. 

W E weighed anchor on the 2 3th, and had 
no fooner cleared the harbour, than we 
flood to the fouth-fouth-W'eft for Pulo Timoan, 
On Sunday the 30th, at yelve o’clock, our lati- 

^ ude, 
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tude, by obfervation, being 5"^ north, and our 
longitude 104* 45',eaft, we changed our courfe 
to fouth three quarters weft, having a gentle 
north .eafterly breeze, attended with fair weather. 

The next morning, at two o’clock, our depth 
of water was forty-five fathoms, over a bottom 
of fine white fand. The latitude, at this time, 
was 4“ 4'' north, the longitude 1 04° 2^-' eaft, and 
the variation of the compafs 31' eaft. '^e.had 
fight of Pulo Timoan at one in the afternoon; 
and, at three, it was nine or ten miles diftaru, 
bearing fouth-fouth-weft three quarters wVA* 
This ifland is high and well furniftie,d with wood, 
and has fevera! fmall ifles lying off it to the wglt. 

At five o’clock, Pulo Puiffang was, feen, in 
the direSion of fouth by eaft three quarters eaft',; 
and, at nine, the weather being foggy, and hav¬ 
ing, from the effcft of fome current, out-run 
our reckoning, we were clofe upon Pulo Apr, in 
the latitude of 2' 46'' north, and the longitude 
of 104° 3;^^ eaft, before we were perfectly aware 
of it; in confequence of which we^ hauled ,the 
wind to the eaft-fouth-eaftward. .This courfe w^ 
profecuted till midnight, and then fteered fouth- 
fouth-eaft for the Straits of Banca. 

At noon, on the firft day of February, the la¬ 
titude was 1° north, and the longitude, de¬ 
duced from a confiderable number of lunar ob- 
fervations, was 505° eaft. Wg now ftood to the 
fouth by eaft; and towards fun-fet, the iveather 
T 4 being 
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being clear and fine, we had a view of Pulo Pan- 
jang; the body of the ifiand bearing weft-north- 
weft, and the little iflands, fituated to the fouth- 
eaft of it, weft half fouth, at the diftance of feven 
leagues. Our latitude, at the fame time, was 
53^ north. 

On Wednefday the 2d, at eight o’clock in the 
morning, we tried for foundings, continuing the 
fame pradlice every hour, till we had paffed the 
Straits of Sunda, and ftruck ground with twenty- 
three fathoms of line. At twelve, when our la¬ 
titude, by obfervation, was fouth, our longi¬ 
tude 105° 14^ eaft, and our depth of water twenty 
fathoms, we arrived in fight of the fmall iflands 
known by the name of Dominis, lying off' the 
eaftern part of Lingen, and bearing from north 
62° weft to north 800 weft, at the diftance of fif¬ 
teen or fixteen miles. 

At this time we paffed a great quantity of 
wood,drifting on the water; and, at one o’clock 
in the afternoon, Pulo Taya made its appearance, 
in the direction of fouth-weft by weft, feven lea¬ 
gues diftant. It is a fmall elevated ifland, with 
two round peaks, and two detached rocks to the 
northward of it. When we were abreaft of this 
ifland, our foundings were fifteen fathoms. We 
obferved, during this and the preceding day, 
confiderable quantities of a feum or fpawn of a 
reddifh hue, floating on the fca, in a fouthern 
direfticn. 

^We 
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We had fight of the Three Iflandsat day«-break 
oil the 3d; and, not long afterwards, faw Mo¬ 
nopin Hill, in the ifland of Banca. At twelve 
o’clock, this hill, which forms the north-eaftera 
point of the entrance of the Straits of Banca, 
was fix leagues diftant, bearing fouth-eaft half 
fouth. Our depth of water, at that time, was 
feventeen fatl;ioms; our latitude, by obfervation^ 
1'^ 48'' fouth; our longitude 105"^ 3"" eafl:; and 
there was no perceptible variation in the com- 
pafs. Having got to the weft of the flioal^ named 
Frederic Endric, we entered the ftraits betweea 
two and three, and bore away towards the fouth; 
and, in the comTe of the afternoon, Monopia 
Flill bearing due eaft, we afeertain^ its latitude 
to be 2'' 3^ fouth, and its longitude 105^^ 1^'*' 
eaft. 

About nine in the evening, a boat came off 
from the Banca fiiore; but after the crew had 
rowed round the (hips, they immediately went 
away. We hailed them, in the Malayan tongue, 
to come on board, but no anfwcr was returned. 
At midnight, finding that there was ftrong tide 
againft us, we let go our anchors in twelve fa¬ 
thoms water. Monopin Hill bearing north 29^ 
weft. 

In the morning of the 4th, after meeting with 
fome difficulty in weighing our anchors, by rea- 
fon of the ftiff tenacious quality of the ground, 
we proceeded down the ftraits wuth the tide, the 


incon- 
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inconfiderable wind we had from the north 
ingaway as the day advanced. Attv/elve o’clock^, 
the tide beginning to make againft us, and there 
being a perfect calm, we caft anchor in thirteen 
fathoms warer,,at the dhianceof about one league 
.Vromwhat is denominated the Third Point, on 
the Sumatra fhore; Monopin Hill bearing north 
54° weft, and our latitude being 2° 22^^ foiith, 
longitude 105° 30^ eaft. 

We weighed at,three in the afternoon, and 
continued our courfe through the ftraits with a 
gentle breeze. At eight o'clock, we were abreaft 
of the Second Pointy which we paffed within two 
miles, in feventeen fathoms v/ater; a fufficient 
proof, that velTels may border upon this point 
.with fafety. About midnight, v/e anchored again, 
on account of the tide, in thirteen fathoms; 
Mount PcrrnifTang, in the iftand of Banca, being 
in the direftion of noiih eaft, and the Firft 
Point bearing footh 54° eaft, at the diftance of 
nine or ten miles. 

The next morning we weighed anchor, and 
ftood on to Hie fomh^-eaH vrard,andat ten o’clock, 
we paiTed a fniall ftioal, fituatecl in a line with 
, thejftand of Liii’cpara and the Firll Point, and 
five miles diucUit from the latfcr. At t^relvc, 
luilcpara bearing foiiih 57°eaft, at the diftamce 
of four miles, its iatiuidc was determined by us 
to be 3° ic^Y ibutli, and its longitude 10h'*' 15*' 
eaft ‘ The diftcrence of longitude between the 

2 i'ftuid 
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iflancl of. Lufcpara, which fiands in the fouthem 
entrance of the Straits of Banca, and Monopin 
Hill, which forms one fide of the northern en¬ 
trance, we found to be 55^. 

In.paffing thele ftraits, fhips may rrtake a nearer 
approach to thecoaft of Sumatra^than to that of 
Banca. There are ten, eleven, twelve, or thir¬ 
teen fathoms, free from fhoals and rocks, at-the 
diftance of two or three miles from the.coafl:.; 
the lead, however, the moft certain guide. 
The country, even to the edge of the water, is 
covered with wood ; and the fhores .are fo low, 
that the land is overflowed \)y the fea, which 
•wafhes the trunks of the trees. To this flat and 
marfhy fituation of the Sumatra Ihore, may be 
aferibed thofe thick fogs and vapours, which were 
every morning perceived by us, not without fome 
degree of dread and horror, to hang over the 
ifland, till they were diffipated by the folar rays. 
The Ihores of Banca are much bolder, and the 
inland country rifes to a moderate elevation, and 
feems to abound with- wood. We frequently ob- 
ferved fires on this ifland during the night; but 
none on the oppofite coaft. The tide runs at 
the rate of between two and three miles an hour 
through the ftraits. 

On Sunday the 6th, in the morning, we paffed 
to the weft of Lufepara, at the diftance of four 
or five miles; our foundings, in general, being 
fiv e or fix fathoms, and never lefs than four. We 

after- 
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afterwards ftood to the fouth by eafl:; and having 
increafed our depth of water to feven fathoms, 
and brought Lufepara to bear due north, we 
changed our courfe to fouth by weft, frequently 
making ufeof the lead, and hauling out a little, 
whenever we happened to flioal our water. We 
ftill found the foundings on the fide of Sumatra 
to be regular, and Ihealing gradually, as we came 
nearer to the fiiore. 

At five o’clock in the afternoon, we defcried 
the Sifters, in the direftion of fouth by weft 
half tveft; and, at feven, we call anchor in ten 
fathoms water, near three leagues to the north¬ 
ward of thofe iftands. The weather wasclofe and 
fultry, with light winds, blowing, for the moft 
part, from the north-weft, but occafionally fhift- 
ing round to the north-eaft ; and in the courfe 
of the night, much lightning was obferved over 
Sumatra. 

The following morning, at five, we weighed 
and made fail; and in three hours afterwards We 
were clofe in with the Sifters. Thefe are two 
iftands of very fmall extent, plentifully ftocked 
with wood, fituated in the latitude of 5° fouth, and 
the longitude of 106® 12^ eaft, nearly fouth and 
north from each other, and encompafted by a reef 
of coral rocks; the whole circuit of which is 
four or five miles. At twelve o’clock, we had 
fight of the ifland of Java; the nortli-weftern 
extreme of which (Cape St. Nicholas) bore fouth; 

North 
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Korth Ifiand, near the fliore of Sumatra, foutli 
27^ weft ; and the Sifters north 27"^ eaft, .at the 
diftance of twelve or thirteen miles. Our lati¬ 
tude, at the fame time, was 5^ 21^ fouth, and 
our longitude 105^ eaft. 

About four in the afternoon, we perceived two 
vcifels in the Straits of Sunda; one of which lay 
at anchor near the Mid-channel Ifiand, the other 
nearer the ftiore of Java ; and as we did not 
know to ¥;hat nation they might belong, we 
thought proper to prepare our fliips for aSion. 
At fix o’clock, we dropped our anchors in twenty- 
five fathoms water, about four miles eaft by foutli 
from North Ifland. Here we remained the whole 
night, during which we had very heavy thunder 
and lightning to the north-vreft; ihs wind blow¬ 
ing in light breezes from the fame quarter, at¬ 
tended with violent rain. 

On the 8th, about eight o’clock in the morn¬ 
ing, w^e weighed, and proceeded through the 
Straits of Sunda, the tide fetthig towards the' 
fnith, as it had done all the preceding night« 
At ten, the wind Tailing, wc anchored again in 
thirty-five fathoms; an elevated ifiand, or rather 
rock, named the Grand Toque, bearing fouth by 
eaft. Being, at that time, not above two miles 
from the ftiips before mentioned, which mote 
fioifted Dutch colours. Captain Gore fent a boat 
onboard to procure intelligencm The rain fill 
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continued, accompanied with thunder and 
lightning. 

The boat returned early in the afternoon, with 
information that the larger of the two vcffels 
was a Dutch Eaft-Indiaman, bound for Europe ; 
and the other a packet from Batavia, with in-^ 
ftruflions for the feveral fhips lying in the Straits* 
It is cuftomary for the Dutch fhips, when their 
cargoes are almoft completed, to quit Batavia, 
on account of its very unwholefome climate, and 
repair to fome of the more healthy iflands in the 
Straits, where they wait for their difpatches, and 
the remainder of their lading. The Indiaman, 
notwithflanding this precaution, had loft four 
men, fince flte had left Batavia, and had as many 
more whofe lives were defpaired of. She had 
remained here a fortnight, and was now on the 
point of proceeding to Cracatoa to take in water, 
having juft received final orders by the packet. 

At feven o’clock the next morning, we weigh¬ 
ed anchor, and fleered to the fouth-weftward 
through the Straits, taking care to keep clofe in 
with the ifiands on the Sumatra fliore, for the 
purpofc of avoiding a rock near Mid-channel 
Ifland, which was fituated on our left. 

Between ten and eleven. Captain King wa^ 
ordered by Captain Gore to make fail towards a 
Dutch veflei that now came in fight to the fouth- 
v/ard, and v^hich wc imagined w^as from Europe; 
and, according to the nature of the information 

that 
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that might be obtained from her, either join him 
at Cracatoa, where he defigned to ftop, in order 
tofurnifh the fit ip with arrack; or to proceed 
to the fouth-eaftern extremity of Prince’s Ifland, 
and there provide a fupply of water, and wait 
for him. In compliance with thefe inftrufiions. 
Captain King bore down towards the Dutch (hip, 
which, in a Ihort time after, call anchor to the 
eaftward : when the current fetting with great 
force in the Straits to the fouth-weft, and the wind 
llackei^ng, Mr. King was unable to fetch her: 
having therefore got as near her as the tide would 
allow, he aifo anchored. He immediately fent 
Mr. Williamfon, in the cutter, with orders to 
gel Oil board the Dutch veffel, if poffible ; but, 
as file lay at the diftance of almoft a mile, and 
the tide ran with great rapidky, the boat dropped 
faft aftern ; in confequence of which. Captain 
King having made the (ignal to return, becran. 
Without delay, to veer away the cable, and fent 
out a buoy aftern, to affift the boat’s crew in 
getting on board again. 

Our poverty, with refpea to cordage, was, on 
this occafion, very confpicuous; for there was 
not, in the Difeovery’s ftore-room, a fingle coil 
of rope, to fix to the buoy; fo that her people 
were under the neceffity of veering away two 
cables, and the greater part of their running 
rigging, before the boat, which was driving very 
rapid!',' to the louthward, could fetch the buoy. 

Captain 
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Captain King was now obliged to wait till the 
force of the tide fliould abate; and ti is did not 
happen till the following morning, When Mr. 
WilUamfon went on board the Dutch fliip, and 
was informed, that flie had been feven months 
from Europe, and three from the Cape of Good 
Hope; that, before her departure, the kings of 
France and Spain had declared war againft his 
Britannic Majefty ; and that fhehad left Sir Ed¬ 
ward Hughes at the Cape, with a fquadron of 
men of war, and alfo a fleet of Eaff-India fhips. 
Mr. Williamfon being, at the fame time, affured, 
that the water of Cracatoa was extremely good, 
and that the Dutch always preferred it to that of 
Prince’s Ifland, Captain King determined to re¬ 
join the Refolution at the former place. lie 
therefore, taking the advantage of a fair breeze, 
weighed, and made fail towards the ifland of 
Cracatoa, where he foon after perceived her at 
anchor; but the tide felting forcibly againft him, 
and the wind failing, he again thought proper to 
caff anchor, at the diffance of near two Icatrucs 
from the Refolution^ and immediately difpatcbed 
a boat on boards to communicate to Captain Gore 
the intelligence procured by Mr. Williamfon. 

When the Refolution fawher confon preparing 
to come to, file fired her guns, and difplayed the 
fignal for leading a-head, by lioifiing an Englifli 
jack at the enligii flafF. This was intended to 
prevent the Difeovery’s anchoringjon account of 

the 
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the foul ground, which the maps on board the 
Refolution placed in this fituation. However, as 
Captain King met with none, but, on the con^ 
trary, found a muddy bottom, and good anchor¬ 
ing-ground, at the depth of fixty fathoms, he 
remained fall till the return of the boat, which 
brought him orders to proceed to Prince'sifland 
the enfuing morning. He was, at this time, a-* 
bout two miles diftant from the fhore ; the peak 
of Cracatoa bearing north-weft by north. Prince’s 
Ifland fouth-weft by weft, and BantamPoint eaft- 
north-eaft half eaft. 

Cracatoa is the fouthernmoft of a clufter of 
iflands lying in the entrtoce of the ftraits of 
Sunda. It has a lofty peaked hill at its fouthern 
extremity*^, which is fituated in the latitude of 
6 "^ 9^fouth, and the longitude of 105^ 15^ eaft. 
The whole circumference of the ifland does not 
exceedninemiles. OfFits north-eaftern extreme 
is a fmall ifland, forming the road where the Re- 
folution anchored ; and within a reef riining off 
the fouthern end of the htter, there is tolerable 
fhelter againft all 'northerly winds, with twenty- 
feven fathoms water :n the mid-channel, and 
eighteen near the reef. Towards the north-weft, 

* The ifland of Sambouricou, or Tamarin, which flands 
twelve or thirteen miles to the northward of Cracatoa, may 
eafliy be miflakeii for the latter, flnee it has a hill of nearly 
the fame flgiire and dinienfions fltuate likewife near its 
ibutli end. 

VoL. IV—23. U there. 
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there is a narrow paflage between the two ifl'anda 
for boats. 

The fhore that conftitutes the weft fide of the 
road, runs in a north-wefterly direftion, and has* 
a bank of coral extending into the fea., about a 
third of the length oF a cable, which renders 
landing difficult for boats, except at the time of 
high water ; but the anchoring-ground is very 
good, and clear of rocks. The place where the 
Refolution procured a fupply of water is a final! 
fpring, abreaft of the fouthern extreme of the 
fmall ifland, at no great diftance from the fea- 
fide. To the fouthward there is a fpring, whofe 
water is extremely hot, and is ufed by the in¬ 
habitants as a bath. Whilft we lay off the fouth 
end of this ifland, the mafter was fent afhore, in 
a boat, to fearch for water; but, after he had 
landed with fome difficulty, he returned without 
fuccefs. 

Cracatoa confifts of elevated land, gradually 
riling on all fides from the fea ; and is entirely 
covered with trees, except a few fpots which have 
been cleared by the natives for the pnrpofe of 
forming rice fields. The population of the ifland 
is very inconfiderable. Its Chief is dependant 
on the King of Bantam, to whom the Chiefs of 
all the other iflands in the ftraits are alfo fubjedt. 
The coral reefs afford fmall turtles in abundance; 
but other refrefhments are exceedingly fcarce, 
and are fold at a very exorbitant price. This 

ifland 
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ifiand is confidered as very healthy, in compari- 
foD of the neighbouring countries. 

The latitude of the road whei^ the Refolutioa 
call anchor is 8*^ 6^ (outh; its longitude, by ob- 
fervation, 105^ 36'' eaft, and by Mr. Bayly’s 
time-keeper, 104^ 48'' eaft. The variation of the 
compafs was 1° weft. It is high water, on the 
full and change days, at feven o’clock in the 
inornincr* and the water rifes three feet two 

O 5 

inches perpendicular. 

About eight in the evening the wind began to 
blow frefh from the weft, accompanied with 
violent thunder, lightning, and rain. The next 
morning (the iith) at three o’clock. Captain 
King weighed anchor, and fteered for Prince’s 
Ifland; but the wefterly tvind dying away, a 
breeze from the fouth-eaft fucceeded, and the 
tide, at the fametime fetting with great force to 
the fouth-weftward, he was prevented from fetch¬ 
ing the ifland, and obliged, at two in the after¬ 
noon, to anchor at the diftance of nine or ten 
miles from it, ini fixty-five fathoms water, over a 
muddy bottom; the elevated hill bearing fouth- 
weft by fouth, and the peak of Cracatoa north 
by eaft. 

Light airs and calms prevailed till fix o’clock 
the following morning, at which time the Dif- 
covery weighed and made fail, though, in heav¬ 
ing the anchor out of the ground, the old mef- 
fenger was twice broken, and alfo a new one. 

U 2 This 
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This, however, was entirely owing to the mifera'-> 
ble ftate of the cordage, fince the ftraiii was not 
very confiderable. 

The wind being fair, flie came to an anchor,* 
at twelve o’clock, off the fouth-eaftern extremity 
of Prince’s Ifland, in twenty-fix fathoms water, 
over a bottom of farid, at the diflance of half 
a mile from the neareft part of the fliore; the 
eaft end of the ifland bearing north-north-eaft, 
the high peak north-wefl half weft, and the mofl 
foutherly point in view fouth weft by foiuh. 

The Difeovery had no fooner anchored, than 
Lieutenant Lannyon^ who had been at this ifland, 
in the year 1770, with Captain Cook, was dif. 
patched, in company with the mafter, to fearch 
for the w^atering-place. The brook from which 
the Endeavour, according to the bett of Mr. 
Lannyon’s recolleQion, had been furniflied, was 
now found extremely fait. They obferved fur¬ 
ther inland a diy bed, where the water had pro- 
!)ably lodged in rainy fcafons; and another run 
about a cable's length belov/, fupplied from a 
f|'acioii3 pool, whofe bottom, as well as furface, 
was covered with dead leaves. This, though 
fomew'liat brackifh, being far fuperior to the 
other, tl’iC Difeovery’s people began v/atering 
ijere early in the rooming of the 13th, and 
finiiiied that fcrvice the fame day. 

idle inhabitants, who came to them foon after 
tliry had anchored, brought a confiderable quan- 

thy 
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tity of fowls, and fomc turtles; the lafl, howevcr-r 
ever, were in general very fmalL During the 
night, it rained with great violence; and on Mon¬ 
day the 14th, at day-break, the Refolution was 
feen to the north, fleering towards the ifland, 
and, about two o’clock in the afternoon, file call 
anchor clofe to the Difcovery. 

As Captain Gore had not completed his flock 
of water at Cracatoa, he fent his men afliore on 
the 15th, who repaired to the brook that was firft 
mentioned, which was now become perfeflly 
fweet in confequence of the rain, and flowed in 
great abundance. This being a treafure too 
valuable to be difregarded. Captain King gave 
orders, that all the caflcs which the feamen of his 
fhip had before filled fliould be ftarted, and re- 
plenifhed with the frefh water. This was ac¬ 
cordingly performed by twelve o’clock the next 
day; and in the evening the decks were cleared, 
and both vefl'cls prepared for fea. 

We had heavy rains, and variable winds, in 
the morning of the 18th, which prevented us 
from getting uruler way till two o^clock in the 
afiernoon, when a light northerly wind arofe; 
but this being of fhort duration, we were under 
the neceflity of anchoring again, at eight in the 
evening, in fifty fathoms water. The following 
morning, at the fame hour, being favoured by a 
north-wefterly breeze, we broke ground, to our 
extreme fatisfadion, for the laft time in the flraits 
U 3 of 
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of Sunda; and, on the 20th, we had totally loft 
fight of Prince’s ifland. 

As this ifland has been defcribed by Captain 
Cook in the narrative of a former voyage, we 
fhall only add, that we were uncommonly ftruck 
with the great general refemblance of the natives 
in point of complexion, figure, manners, and 
even language, to the inhabitants of the various 
iflands vifited by us in the Pacific Ocean. 

The country is fo plentifully furniflied with 
wood, that, notwithftanding the quantities an¬ 
nually cut down by the crews of the Veffels which 
touch at this ifland, there is no appearance of its 
diminution. We were well fupplied with fowls 
of a moderate fize, and fmall turtles; the former 
of which we purchafed at the rate of a Spanifh 
dollar for ten. The natives likewife brought us 
many hog-deer, and an amazing number of mon¬ 
kies, to our great annoyance, as the greater part 
of our failors found means to procure one, if not 
two, of thefe troublefome and mifchievons 
animals. 

If Mr, Lannyan had not been with us, we 
fhould probably have met with fome difficulty in 
finding the watering place: it may, therefore, 
rot be improper to give a particular defcription 
of its fituation, for the benefit of fubfequent 
navigators. The peaked hill on the ifland bears 
north-well by north from it; a remarkable tree, 
which grows on a coral reef, and is entirely de¬ 
tached 
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tached from the adjacent fhrubs, ftandsjufl; to the 
north of it; and a fmall plot of reedy grafs, the 
only piece of the kind that appears hereabouts, 
may be feen clofe by it. Thefe marks will indi*. 
cate the place where the pool difcharges itfelf in¬ 
to the fea; but the water here, as well as that 
which is in the pool, being in general fait, the 
calks mult be filled about fifty yards higher up; 
where, in dry feafons, the frelh water which de- 
fcends from the hills, is in a great meafure loft 
among the leaves, and mull therefore be fearched 
for by clearing them away. 

The latitude of the anchoring-place at Prince’s 
Illandis 6’ 36^ 15^' fouth, and its longitude 105® 
if 30^^ call. The variation of the compafs was 
54^ weft; and the mean of the thermometer 83°. 

We had begun to experience, from the time 
of our entering the ftraits of Banca, the pernici¬ 
ous effefils of this noxious climate. Two of the 
Difcovery’s people became dangeroufly ill of 
malignant putrid fevers; which, however, were 
prevented from being communicated to others, 
by putting the patients apart from the reft of the 
crew, in the molt airy births. Many of us were 
attacked with difagreeable coughs; feveral com¬ 
plained of violent pains in the head; and even 
the molt healthy perfons among us felt afenfation 
of fulFocating heat, accompanied with an extreme 
languor, and a total lofs of appetite. 

U4 
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Though our fituation, however, was for a time 
thus uneafy, and even alarming, we had, at laft, 
the inexpreffible fatisfaftion of efcaping from 
thefe deftruQ-ive feas without the lofs of a finglc 
life. This circumftancc, in all probability, was 
partly owing to the vigorous health of the Ihip’s 
Companies, on our firft arrival in thefe parts, as 
well as to the unremitting attention, that was now 
become habitual in our men, to the prudent and 
^.lutary regulations Introduced among us by 
Captain Cook. 

At the time of our departure from Prince’s 
Ifland, and during our whole paffage from thence 
to the Cape of Good Hope, the people of the 
Refolution were in a far more^ fickly condition 
than thofe of the Difcovery. * For though many 
of the crew of the latter (hip continued, for fome 
time, to complain of theeffefts of the peftilential 
climate they had left, they all happily recovered. 
Of the two who had been alHifted with fevers, 
one, after having been feized, on the 12th of 
F'ebruary, with violent convulfions, which re¬ 
duced him to the verge of diffolution, obtained 
fuch relief from the application of blifters, that 
he was out of danger in a fhort time afterwardsi 
the other recovered, but by more flow degrees. 
On board the Refolution, befides the fevers and 
coughs under which the greater part of the crev/ 
laboured, many were attacked with fluxes, the 
^timber of whom, contrary to our expectations, 

, , continued 
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continued to augment till our arrival at the Cape 
of Good Hope. 

This difference was partly afcribcd by Captain 
Gore, and probably not without good reafon, to 
the Difcovery’s fire-place being between decks; 
the heat and fmoke of which, he was of opinion, 
contributed to mitigate the noxious effects of the 
damp noSurnal air. But Captain KiiUg was rather 
inclined to imagine, that his people efcaped the 
flux by the precautions which were taken to pre¬ 
vent their receiving it from others. For, if fome 
kinds of fluxes be, as he apprehended they w-ere, 
contagious, he thought it not improbable that 
the crew of the Refolution caught this diforder 
from the Dutch veffels at Cracatoa. For the 
purpofe of avoiding this danger, Mr. William- 
fon, when he was difpatched to the Eaft-India- 
man in the entrance of the ftraits of Sunda, was 
ftriftly commanded to fuffer none of his people, 
oh any account whatever, to go on board; and 
afterwards, whenever the Difcovery had occafion 
to have any communication with her confort, the 
lame caution was continually obferved. 

As foon as we \vere clear of Prince’s Ifland, 
we had a light breeze from the welf^north-^vell 
point. This, however, was not of long dura¬ 
tion; for, on the 20t)^^the wind again became 
variable, and remained fo till the 25th at noon, 
when it blew frefli from the north\vard, with 
fcjualls. 


On 



A VOYAGE TO THE 


'S58 

On Tiiefday the 22d, about twelve o’clock, 
when our latitude was 10’ 28' foutb, and our lon¬ 
gitude 104® 14'eaft, we perceived great num¬ 
bers of boobies, and other birds that feldom fly 
10 any great diftance from land. Hence we 
conjeHured, that we were not far from fome 
fsnall unknown ifland. 

The wind, in the evening of the 25th, Ihifted 
fiiddenly to the fouth, attended with heavy rains, 
and blew with very confiderable violence. Du¬ 
ring the night, almoft all the fails we had bent 
gave way, and moft of them were fpilt to rags; 
the rigging likewife fuftained material injury'; 
and, the following day, we were under the ne- 
ccffity of bending our laft fuit of fails, and of 
knotting and fplicing the rigging, as the whole 
of our cordage was expended. We afcribed this 
fudden tempeft to the change from the monfoon 
to the regular trade-wind. We had made, ac¬ 
cording to our reckoning, about 4® ^ of longi¬ 
tude weft from Java Head, and our latitude 
was about 13° ic' fouth. 

From the 26th of February to the sSth of the 
Tncceeding month, we bad a regular trade-wind 
from the fouth-eaft to eaft by fouth, accompanied 
with fine weather; and, as we failed in an old 
beaten track, no incident worthy of notice oc¬ 
curred. On the 28th of March, in the forenoon, 
our latitude being 31° 42'’ fouth, and our longi¬ 
tude 35° 26^ eaft, the trade-wind quitted us in a 
4 violent 
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violent thunder ftorm. From this time to the 3d 
day of April, when we were in the latitude of 35"^ 
fouth, and the longitude of 26^3^ eaft, we had 
moderate winds, blowing principally from the 
fouth. Afrefh eafterly breeze then arofe, w^hich 
continued till the afternoon of the 4th; and, for 
the two following days, a calm prevailed. 

Captain Gore had hitherto defigned to proceed 
diredily to the ifland of St. Helena, without ftop.* 
ping at the Cape of Good Flope; but, as the 
Refolution’s rudder had been, for fome time, 
complaining, and, on examination, was found to 
be in a dangerous (late, he formed the refolution 
of repairing immediately to the Cape, as being 
the moft eligible place, both for providing a new 
main-piece to the rudder, and for the recovery 
of his lick. 

^ From the 21ft day ofMarch, when our lati¬ 
tude was 27^ 22^ fouth, and our longitude 52® 
25^ eaft, to the 5th of April, when we were in 
the latitude of 36° 12^ fouth, and the longitude 
of 22® 7'^ eaft, we ftrongly felt the influence of 
the currents, which fet towards the fouth-fouth- 
weft, and fouth-weft by weft, fometimes at the 
rate of eighty miles in a day. But, on the 6tli 
of April, we totally loft them, having got under 
the lee of the coaft of Africa. 

In the forenoon of the 6th, a veflel appeared 
to the fouth-weft, ftanding towards us; and, the 
^^nd, not long after, beginning to blow from the 

fame 
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fame quarter, we prepared our fliips for aSion. 
We now perceived, from the maft~head, five 
more fail on our lee-bow, fleering an eafterly 
couri'e; but the weather becoming hazy, we loft 
fight of them all in the fpace of an hour. At 
twelve o’clock, the latitude was 35° 4^^ fouth, 
and the longitude 21° 32^ eaft. 

The following morning, at feven o’clock, we 
deferied the land to the north at a confiderable 
diftance. On the 8th, the wind blew frefh from 
the north-weft, with fquatls. The next day it 
fettled in the weftern point, and we made a pretty 
near approach to the veffel feenon the ■ th,but did 
not hail her. Though fhe was clumfy in figure, 
and, to all appearance, was unlkiifully managed, 
fhe greatly out-failed us. The coh.urs which fhe 
hoifted differed from any we had feen, and were 
fappofsd by fome of us to be Imperial; but 
others irnagisied they were Portiiguefe, 

On Monday the loth, at break of day, the 
land again made its appcararcc to the north, 
north-weft ward; and, in the courfc of the morn¬ 
ing, a fnow v/as feen bearing dovrn to us. She 
proved to be an Englsfti Eali-India packet, which 
had quitted Table-liay three days before," and 
was now cruifing with inftruflions for the China 
fleet, and other India fhips She informed us, 
that Monfieur Trongbller’s fquadron, confining 
of half a dozen fail, had left the Cape about 
three weeks before, and was gone to cruife off 

St 
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Helena^ in fearch of our Eaft-India fleer. 
From this intelligence we conjeflured, that the 
five vcfTels we had feen fleering to the eaftward, 
probably belonged to the French fquadron^ 
which, in that cafe, had relinquiflied their cruife, 
and were, perhaps, proceeding to the ifland of 
Maurilius.^ Having communicated our conjec¬ 
tures to the packet, and likewife mentioned the 
time we underflood the China fleet was to fail 
from Canton, we left her, aud continued our 
progrefs towards the Cape, In the evening, 
Falfe Cape bore eaft-north-eall, and the Gunner’s 
Ouoin north by eaft; but we were prevented by 
the wind from getting into Falfe Bay, till the 
evening of the i2th, when we let go our an- 
chors a-breaft of Simon’s Bay, We obferved a 
(trong current fetting to the weft, round the 
Cape, which, for fome time, we were barely able 
io Item, with a breeze that would have carried 
us four miles an hour. 

We weighed the next morning, and flood into 
Simon’s Bay. At eight oAlock, we came to an¬ 
chor, at the difiance of one-third of a mile from 
the ueareft fnore ; the fouth-eaft point of the bay 
bearing foutli by eaft, and Table Mountain north- 
call half north. ‘ We found the Naffou and 
Southampton Eafi-Indiamen lying here, in ex- 
peflation of a convoy for Europe. The Refolu- 
tion faluted the fort with eleven guns, and was 
complimented with an equal number in return. 

As 
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As foon as we had caft anchor, Mr. Brandt, 
the governor of this place, favoured us with a 
vifit. This gentlemen had the higheft regard 
and efteem for Captain Cook, who had been his 
conftant gueft, whenever he had touched at the 
Cape; and though he had, fome time before re¬ 
ceived intelligence of his unfortunate cataf- 
trophe, he was extremely affefted at the fight of 
our vefl'els returning without their old comman¬ 
der. He was greatly furprifed at feeing molt of 
our people in fo robuft and healthy a ftate, as the 
Dutch fhip which had quitted Macao at the time 
of our arrival there, and had afterwards ftopped 
at the Cape, reported, that we were in a moft 
wretched condition, there being only fourteen 
perfons left on board the Refolution, and feven 
in the Difcovery. It is difficult to conceive what 
motive could have induced thefe people to pro¬ 
pagate fo wanton and infamous a falfehood. 

Captain King, on Saturday the 15th, accom¬ 
panied Captain Gore to Cape-Town; and, the 
following morning, they waited on Baron Plet- 
tenberg, the Governor, who received them with 
every poffible demonftrationofeivilityand polite- 
nefs. He entertained a great perfonal affeftion 
for Captain Cook, and profeffed the higheft ad¬ 
miration of his charafter; and, on hearing the 
recital of his misfortune, broke forth into many 
expreffions of unaffeQed forrow. In one of the 
principal apartments of the Baton’s houfe, he 

fliewed 
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Hicv/ecl cur gentlemen two piflures, one of De 
Ruyter, the other of Van Trump, with a vacant 
fpace left between them^ which^ he faid, he in¬ 
tended to fill up with the portrait of Captain 
Cook; and, for this purpofe, he requefted that 
they would endeavour to procure one for him, at 
any price, on their arrival in Great-Britain. 

The Governor afterwatds informed them, that 
all the nations then at war with England had 
iffued orders to their refpe&ive cruifersto fiiffer 
us to pafs without moleltation. With regard to 
the French, there was fufficient reafon to confider 
this as true ; for Mr. Brandt had already delivered 
to Captain Gore a letter from Mr. Stepheni?^ 
Secretary o£the Admiralty, inclofing a tranfcrip^ 
of Monfieur de Sartine^s orders, taken on board 
the Licorne. The affair, however, with refpeiT 
to the Americans, ftill refled on report: but, as 
to the Spaniards, Baron Plettenberg affiired our 
gentlemen, that he had been exprefsly told, by 
the Captain of a Spanifh veffel, which had flopped" 
at the Cape, that he, and all the officers of hist 
nation, had received injunctions of the fame 
itature. 

By thefe afliirances. Captain Gore was con¬ 
firmed in his refolutihn of maintaining, on his 
part, a neutral conduct; in confequence of which 
when, upon the arrival of the Sibyl, to convoy 
the Eaft-Indiamen home, it v/as propofed to hint 
to attend them ou their voyage, he thought 

propci: 
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proper to decline an offer, the acceptance of 
'which might perhaps have brought him into a 
very embarraffing dilemma, in cafe of our falU 
ing in with any of the fliips belonging to our 
enemies. 

During oilr continuance at the Cape, we met 
with the moft friendly treatment, not only from 
the Governor, but alfo from the other principal 
perfons of the place, as well Africans as Euro¬ 
peans. On our firft arrival. Colonel Gordon, 
the Commander of the Dutch troops, was abfent 
on a journey into the inland parts of Africa, but 
returned before we left the Cape. Upon this 
occafion, he had penetrated further into the in¬ 
terior parts of the country than any preceding 
traveller, and made very confiderable additions 
to the excellent colleciion of natural curiofities 
with which he has contribiicd to enrich the Mu- 
feum of the Prince of Orange. Indeed his long 
refidence at the Cape, and the great affiftance he 
has deiucd froiii his raiik and ftation there, 
joined to an ardent defirc of knowledge, and an 
aftive, indefatigable fpiril, have enabled him to 
gain a more perfebf knowledge of this part of 
' Africa, than any other perfon has had an oppor¬ 
tunity of acquiring; and it is with pleafure we 
congratulate the public, on his intentions of pub- 
lifliing a narrative of his travels. 

Fade Bay lies to the eaftward of the Cape of 
Good Hope, and is frcuuieuled by veflels during 

^ tkQ 
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the prevalence of the north-wefterly winds, which 
begin to exert their influence in May, and render 
it dangerous to remain in Table Bay. It is ter¬ 
minated to the eaftward by Falfe Cape, and to 
the weftward by the Cape of Good Hope. It is 
eighteen miles wide at its entrance, and the 
two Capes bear due eaft and weft from each 
other. 

At the diftance of eleven or twelve miles from 
the Cape of Good Hope, on the weftern fide, is 
fituated Simon’s Bay, the only commodious fta- 
tion for (hipping to lie in ; for, though the road 
without it aflbrds tolerable anchorage, it is rather 
too open, and not well adapted for procuring 
neceflTaries, the town being fmall, and fupplied 
with provifions from Cape-Town, which ftands 
at the diftance of about twenty-four miles. To 
the north-north-eaftward of Simon’s Bay, there 
are fome others, from which, however, it may 
with eafe be diftinguiftied, by a remarkable fandy 
way to the north of the town, which forms a 
confpicuous objeft. 

In fteeringforthe harbour along the, weftern 
fliore, their is a fmall flat rock, known by the 
name of Noah’s Ark; and about a mile to the 
north-eaftward of ft, there are feveral others, 
which are denominated the Roman Rocks. Thefe 
are a mile and a half diftant from the anchoring- 
place; and either to the northward of them, or 
VoL. IV.—N° 23 X between 
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between them, there is a fafe paflage intc the 
Bay. 

When the north-wefterly gales are fet in, the 
navigator, by the following bearings, will be 
direfted to a fecurc and convenient ftation; 
Noah’s Ark, foutli 51^ eaft, and the centre of 
the hofpital foulh 53^'' weit, in feven fatlioms 
water. But, if the foiith-eallcrly v;inds fhould 
not have ceafed blowing, it is more advifeable 
to remain further out in eight or nine fathoms. 
The bottom confifts of fand, and the anchors, 
before they get hold, fettle confidcrably The 
land, on the northern fide of the bay, is low 
and fandy; but the eaftern fide is very elevated. 
About two leagues to the eaftward of Noah’s Ark, 
ftands Seal Ifland, whofe fouthern part is faid to 
be dangerous, and not to be approached, with 
fafety, nearer than in twenty-two fathoms water. 
There are many funken rocks off the Cape of 
Good-Hope, fome of which make their appear¬ 
ance at low water; and others conftantly hav^ 
breakers on them. 

The anchoring-place in Simon’s Bay is ficuated 
in the latitude of 34° 20'' fouth, by obfervation ; 
and its longitude is 18^^ 29^ eaft. It was bjgh 
water, on the full and change days, at 5^' ’Ap¬ 
parent time. The tide rofe and fell fice feer uve 
inches; and, at the neap tides, the water rofe 
only four feet one inch. 


Ac aording 
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According to the obfervations made by Cap¬ 
tain King and Mr. Bayly, on the nth of April, 
when the Cape of Good Hope bore due weft, 
its latitude is 34° 23'fouth, which is 4^ to the 
northward of the Abbe de la Cailie’s pofition 
of it. 

Having provided the neceffary quantity of 
naval ftores, and completed our vidlualling, we 
quitted Simon’s Bay on Tuefday the 9th of 
May. On the 14th of the fame month, we got 
into the fouth-eaft trade wind, and flood to the 
weft of the idands of Afeenfion and St. Helena. 
On Wednefday, the 31ft, we were in the latitude 
of ia° 48^ fouth, and the longitude of 15° 40^ 
weit. On the lath of June, we pafled the equi- 
noclia) line for the fourth time during our voyage, 
in the longitude of 26° 16' weft. 

We now perceived the effefts of a current fet- 
tiiig north by eall, at the rate of half a mile in a 
hour. After continuing in the lame diretftion fill 
the middle of July, it began to fet a little to the 
fouthward of the weft. On Saturday, the 12th of 
Auguft, we deferied the weftern coaft of Ireland, 
and endeavoured to get into Port Galv/ay, from 
whence Captain Gore intended to have difpatched 
the journals and charts of our voyage to London. 
This attempt, however, proved inelFedual; and 
we were compelled, by violent foutherly winds, 
to ftand to the north. 

X 2 
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Our next defign was to put into Lough Swil- 
ly, but the wind continuing in the fame quarter, 
we fteered to the northward of the illand of Lewis; 
and on Tuefday, the zzd of Auguft, about eleven 
o’clock in the forenoon, both our vefl'els anchor¬ 
ed at Stromnefs. From this place Captain King 
was fent by Captain Gore to inform the Lords of 
the Admiralty of our arrival; and, on Wednef- 
day the 4th of Oftober, the fliips reached the 
Nore in fafety, after an abfence of four years, 
two months, and two and twenty days. 

When Captain King quitted the Difcovery at 
Stromnefs, he had the facisfadlion 'of leaving the 
whole fliip’s company in perfed health ; and, at 
the fame time, the number of ftck perfons on 
board the Refolution did not exceed two or 
three, only one of whom was incapable of fervice. 
In the whole courfe of the voyage, the Refolution 
loll no more than five men by ficknefs, three of 
whom, at the time of our departure from Great- 
Britain, were in a precarious ftate of health: the 
Difcovery did not lofe one individual. A ftrid 
attention to the excellent regulations eftablifiied 
by Captain Cook, with which our readers are, 
doubclefs, already acquainted, may juftly be 
deemed the chief eaufe, under the bleffing of 
Divine Providence, of this extraordinary fuccefs. 
But, notwithftanding thefe fiilutary precautions, 
we might, perhaps, in the end, have felt the 
pernicious eficcls of fait provifions, had we not 

3 availed 
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availed ourfelves of every fubftitute which our 
fituatian, at different times, afTorded us. As 
thefe were fdmetimes extremely naufeous, fre¬ 
quently conhfting of articles which our people 
had not been accuftoiried to confider as food for 
fnen, it became neceffary, for the purpofe of re¬ 
moving their prejudices, and conquering their 
difgufts, to employ the united aid of perfuafloa, 
example, and authority. 

Portable foup and four krout were the preven¬ 
tives we principally depended on. We had no 
opportunity of trying the effefts of the antifeor- 
butic remedies, with which we were plentifully 
furnifhed, as there did not appear, during our 
whole voyage, the flighteft fymptoms of the 
feurvy among the crew of either fliip. 

Our malt and hops had likewife been kept as 
a refource in cafe of ficknefs; but, on being ex- 
aipined at the Cape of Good Hope, they were^ 
found totally fpoiled. About the fame time, 
we opened fome calks of oatmeal, peafe, groats, 
flour, bifeuit, and malt, which, for the fake of 
experiment, we had put up in fmall calks, lined 
with tia-frailj and all the articles, except the 
peafe, were found in a much better condition, 
than could have been expected in the ordinary 
mode of package. 

On this occafion, we cannot omit recommend¬ 
ing to the conlideration of government, the ne- 
ceflity of furnifhing fuch of his Majefty’s fhips 
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as may "be expofed fo the ^lifiuenee of unhealthy 
climates, with a fufficient quantity of Pertiviaft 
hark. It fortunately happened in the Difcovery, 
that only one of the men who were attacked with 
fevers in the Straits of Slynda, flood in need of 
|his>valuable medicine; for the whole quantity 
chat furgeons are aceuftomed to carry out in fuch 
veflels as ours, was confumed by him alone. 
If more perfons had been alFefted in the fame 
manner, - it is probable that they would all have 
perilhed, for want of the only remedy that could 
effedlually have relieved them. 

We fttall 'conclude our narrative of this voy¬ 
age, ivitii the mention of a circumftance, which, 
if we confder its long duration, and'the nature 
(of the iervice in which we were employed, feems 
fcafcelv iefs remarkable than the uncommon 
heakhinefs of the lhips’companies. This was, 
that oa'r veffels never loft fight of each other fov 
a. whole day, exception two occafiOns; the firft- 
of which was the confequanc'fe of an accident tnat 
befcl the Difeovery off the coaft of Owhyhee-; 
and_lhe fecond was owing to the fogs We met 
with at the entrance of the bay of Awatlka. As - 
this ftiare of merit belongs almoft entirely to the 
inferior officers/ it furnilhes a ftrikirtg proof of- 
their ffili and vigilance. 


E N ,D. 
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A. 

aCCOVNT of the Ulicteans, vol. ii. page 691. 

Acootarij Ifland of, defer!bed, ill, 2* 

Adififiture Bay^ anchor in, i. 49. Account of the in¬ 
habitants there, i. 50. Go entirely naked, ib. Their 
features and teeth good, ib. Their faces painted 
with red ointment, ib. Their hair black and wooliy> 
ib. Are much alarmed at Omai’s firing a mufleet, i. 51 ^ 
Agriculture the natives of Atooi expert in, ii. 184. Me¬ 
thod of, in the Sandwich Iflands, iii. 316. 

Alarniy imaginary one, at King George’s Sound, ii. 215* 
Americansj\'Ait.tA by, ii. 288. Their heads ftrewed with 
feathers, ib. Were afraid to go on board, ib. Their 
canoes conftrudled like thofe of the Efquimaux, ii. 
290. At length venture to come on board the Refo- 
iution, ii. 291. Exchange fea otter llcins for beads, 
of which they are extravantly fond, ii. 291. Their 
fpears pointed with iron and copper, ib. Their daring 
attempts on board the Difeovery, ii. 293. Their ha- 
bij;ations deferibed, iii. 75. 

Anderforij Mr. Surgeon of the Refolution, a great 
proficient in natural Hiftory, i, 4. His deferip- 
Vol. IV. No. 24. Y tiou 
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tion of the country about the Cape of Good Hope, h 
23. Of Kerguelen’s Iflancl, i. 4j. Of Tongataboo,. 
j. 235. His death and eharafter, iii. 20. 

^jnlmals in Kerguelen’s Ifland, i.^44» At Van Diemen’s 
land, 19 55* At Queen Charlotte’s Sound, i. 81. At 
Tongataboo, i. 238. Left by Captain CuDok at Ton- 
gataboo, i. 214. ? Left at the Friendly Iflands, i. 268^ 
Left by the Spaniards at Otaheltc ii. 17. Left with 
Omai at Huaheine, ii. 46. At Oonalalhka, iii. Ii6» 
Annamooka^ anchor at, i. 140. Are vifited by feveralin 
canoes, i. 144. Many women alfo came to the fliipSy 
ib. Toobou, a chief, condudls Captain Cook and 
Omai to his houfc, i. 145. His mats on the floor 
were equal to Englifh carpets, ib. Taipa removes 
his houfe near our Hied on fhorc, ib. He harangues 
his countrymen, i. 146. Feenou comes on board, 
ib. Taipa relates that he is king of 153 iflands, i. 
147. Dines with Captain Cook, i. 148. Thievery 
common among the inhabitants, i. 149. A thief fen- 
fenced by Captain Cook to receive a dozen lafhes, ib^ 
The heads of the thieves ordered to be fliaved, 

2. 150. Account of Annamooka, i. 151. Feenou 
advifes Captain Cook to proceed to liapaee, ib» 
Anchor at, i. 184. 

proceed along the coaft of, iii. 53, 

AfiQj caller; cape of pafs it, iii. 58. 

Atooij inhabitants of, approach our lliips, ii. 129. Their 
perfons deferibed, ii.,130. Struck with amazement 
at coming on board our flrips, ii. 132. Precautions 
againfl importing the venereal difeafe here, ii. 134. 
Inhabitants feed on the flefli of their enemies, ii, 147.. 
Defeription of, ii, 162. Its vegetables, birds, filh, 
hogs, dogs, fowls, Scc.di. 166. Perfonsof the inhabi¬ 
tants, ii. 168. Difpofitions, ii, i;"0. Drefs, ib, Orna- 

ments^ 



INDEX, 


ments, ii. 172. Houfes, ii. 173. Their focxl, mode 
of cookery 5 and diverfions, ii. 175, Their weapons, 
ii. 188. Anchor at, iii. 249. The inhabitants ac- 
cnfe the Engllfh of having left a filthy difeafe there, 
ib. Their infolent behaviour to the Englifh, iii. 250, 
They demand a hatchet for every cafk of water, iii. 
251. Steal the cooper’s bucket, and fnatch Mr. King’s 
hanger from him, iii. 252. Are much inclined to at-- 
tack the Englifh, iii. 253. Throw ftones at them, iii. 
255. Are fired at by two marines, who wound a 
man and a woman, ib. General defcription of, iii. 
281. 

Jttacky expeded and prepared for, from the datives of 
Owhyhee, iii. 324. * 

AwatJkaBay^ fleer for, iii. 341. Anchor in, iii. 353. 
Described, iv. 104. 


B. 


Bahgansy fiimmer habitations at Eamtfchatka, iii. 371. 
Bald-heady a head«land fo named, iii. 66* 

Bally inftead of fliot, ordered to be fired at the natives 
of Owhyhee, if they behaved Infolently, iih 189. 
Barren IJlesy account of, ii. 320. 

Beadsy highly efleemed by the inhabitants on the Ame¬ 
rican Goaft, ii. 291. 

Beardsy fliaved with two fhells at Lefooga, i. 175. 
Bear-huniingy a party engage in, iv. 81# Another, iv. 

95 - ^ . 

Bearsy white, two feen in the water, iv. 32. One of 
them fliot. ib. Dimenfions of, iv. 32* Flefh of, fu- 
periorto that of fea-horfes, ib. Not to be found when 
the hunters are to the windward, iv. 86. 

Y 2 Bearsy 
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BearSf remarkable for their natural afFeclion, iv. 9?. 
Are imitated by the Kamtfchadales in their dancing^ 
iv. 10®. 

Beerj made from fugar-cane, refufed by the failors, ii-ir 

^eenngj his voyage and chart defe£l:ive5 ii. 318. 

Beering*^ Bay^ named, ii. 281. 

Behaviour of the two young New-Zealanders, i. 94* 
Their lamentations on parting with their friends, ib,. 

Behm^ Major, politely receives an Englifli party* at Boi« 
cheretfk, iii. 382. His unexampled generofity and 
hofpitality, iii. 383. Nobly refufes payment for the 
articles he fupplies, iii. 385. Is complimented with 
Captain Cook’s ferond voyage, ib. Makes a prelent 
to the Englilh failorsof four bags of tobacco, iii. 388.^ 
His delicacy in conferring favours, iii. 3S9. Goes on 
board our fhips, iii. 396. Departs for Peterfburgh, 
and takes the charge of fome difpatches, iii. 398. Eu- 
logium on him, iii. 400. 

^ehm^ Madame, fends prefents to Captain Clerke, iiir 

389- 

Blrdsy in Kerguelen’s Land deferibed, i. 45. In Queen 
Charlotte’s Sound, i. 81. Scarcity of, in the nor- 
them hemifphere, ii. 196. A beautiful one Ihot in 
Cook’s river, ii. 346. 

Bodyj long preferved from putrefaftion in a toopapaoo, 

. i. 361. 

Body^ part of Captain Cook’s, weighing about nine 
pounds, brought on board the Refolution, iii. 226. 

Bolabolaj proceed to, ii, 71. Defeription of, ii. 74. 
Bravery of the inhabitants of, 77. Animals left 
there, and at Uiietea, ii. 78. 

BcL^hcireeka, a river in Kamtfchatka, embark on, iii, 
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Bmes^ hands^ &c. Captain Cook’s, brought on boar J the 
Refolution with great ceremony, iii. 241. 

Boxing and Wuejlling Matches^ at Tongataboo^ i« 211. 

Boxing-matchy defeription of a, at Owhyhee, iii. 170. 

Boys^ two, fwim round the fhips, and chant folemn fong^ 
frequently mentioning the word Orono^ iii, 231. 

Brlbcy efFedl of at Nootka Sound, ii. 257# 

Brijiol Bajy named, iii, ii. 

Buffaloes^ amazing ftrength of, at Pulo Condore, iv. 270* 

Buffooneries^ &c. of a native of Owhyhee, iii. 176. 

Bullock^ weighing 270 pounds, killed at St. Peter and' 
St. Paul, iv. 4. 

Burnef s IJland^ named, iii. 55. 

Buttons^ humouroufly obtained of Mr. Webber, by m 
inhabitant of Nootka, ij. 257. 


C. 

Canoes^ ordered by CartaAii Cook to be flopped if they 
atlerc^pted to leave Rarakakooa Bay, iii. 193. 

Xdanoesj at Mangeea, deferibed, i. 98. At Watceoo de^ 
feribed, 1. 105. At the Friendly Iflands, i. 289. Re¬ 
viewed at Matavai, i. 367. At Atoui, ii. 184. Of 
the natives of Prince William’s Sound, ii. ^06. At 
Oonalaflika, iii. 12. 

€anionj defeription of, iv. 239. Military force at, 
241. 

Cape George, named, i. 42. 

Cape St. Auguffine, pafs it, i. 19. 

Cape Franffis, pafs it, i. 34. 

Cape of Good Hope, arrive at, i. 20. Reception there, 
ib. Fix the obfervatory there, ibt Some account of, 
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Cape Cumberland, pafs it, i. 35. 
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Cape Dighy^ defcribed, i. 41. 

Cape Denhlghj named, iii. 67* 

Cape Eli%aheth^ named, ii. 51. 

Cape Sucklings named, 282. 

Cape St. Hermogenesy conjeflnres concerning it, ii. 318^ 
Cape Douglas^ account of, 320. 

Cape Whitjunday^ ii* 34Q. 

Cape GrevUley account of, ii. 341. 

Cape Barnabas^ account of, ib. 

Cape Trinity^ named, ii. 343. 

Cape Newenham^ account of, ii. tr. 

Cape Hinchinbrokcy named, ii. 286. 

Cape Stephens^ iii. 81. 

Cape Darbyy named, iii. 63. 

Cape Edgecombe y named, ii. 2 79. 

Cape Gregory^ why fo named, ii. 201,, 

Cape ede named, ii. 322. 

Cape Perpetuay named, ii. 201. 

Cape Flatteryy why fo named, ii. 203. 

Cape Lijburney account of, iii. 45. 

Cape Prince of JValeSy account of, iii. 25, 

Cape Nortby account of, iii. 51. 

CapSy remarkably curious ones made at Atooi, ii. 144. 
Chacktoole Bayy account of, iii. 78. 

Cbftra^ery Omai’s, ii. 49. 

Chcflsy much valued by the inhabitants of Otaheite, ii. 16. 
Chiefs of the Friendly Iflands, ftyled lords of the earth, 
fun, and &y, i. 298. 

Chrijimas Harbour j Britifli flag difplaycd there, i. 33. 
Chrifmas Ifand^ difcovered, ii. 119. Its foil, trees, filh> 
and birds, ii. 125. Is furrounded with corr 1 , ii. 127, 
Has no frefh water on it, ii. 123. 

Cieanlinefsy much cultivated by the inhabitants of th(? 
Friendly Iflands, i. 284. 
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Ckf^kcy Captain, highly honoured v/ith the performance 
of a ceremony at Owhyhce. Succeeds to the command 
of the Expedition, iii. 225. Determines to make a final 
attempt on the coaft of America, iv. 28. Relinquifhes 
all hopes of a north-eafl: paflage, iv. 34. Determines 
to return to the bay of Awatlka, iv. 41. Orders his 
officers to receive dire6lions from Mr. King, iv. 64. 
Died Aug. 22, in the 38th year of his age, iv. 65. 
Account of his fervices, iv. 66. Buried at St. Peter 
and Sr. Paul, iv. 75. 

Qerke*s JJlandy account of, iii. 84- 

Cloth^ pieces of, as landmarks to diftinguilh property, 
iii. 272. 

€!lothy manufa6lure of, at Tangataboo, i. 201. Manu- 
fadlure of, at Atooi, ii. 178. 

€>Qck-roaches^ vail numbers infefl; the fliipt, ii. 42. 

OxV.’Z'i?/, iingle, at Hapaee^ i. 161. By women at Ha- 
pace, i. 162. 

’Comptroller s Bay^ ii. 286. 

Confplracy^ entered into by the natives of Ulietea, againfx 
the Captains Cook and Clerke, ii. 65. Difeoveredby 
a girl, ii. 67. 

Cook^ Captain, went on board the Refolution 10 Feb. 
1776, i. I. He and Mr. King to fupply the place of 
profefled obfervator, i. 3. He and Omai dine with 
Coramiffioner Proby at Chatham, i. 5. Vifited by the 
governor of Teneriffe, i. 9. Purchafes two bulls, two 
heifers, two ftone-horfes, tw^o mares, two rams, fome 
ewes, goats, poultry, and rabbits, at the Cape of Good 
Hope, i. 26. Goes upon Cape Fraiiyois, i. 34. 
Leaves Chriftmas Harbour, i. 35. Sails for Van. 
Diemen’s land, i. 47. Left a male and female pig in 
the woods near Adventure Bay, i. 52. Vifits Poulaho 
at one of his hoiifcs at Mooa, i. 222. Receives a red 
Y 4 feathered 
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feathered cap from Poulaho, i. i8o. Harangues the 
failors at Otaheite in pralfe of cocoa-liquor, i. 321, 
Sets oiF to Matavai, i. 157, Cured of the rheumatifm 
by the fqueezing of women, ii. 4. His inflruflions to 
Captain Clerke, ii. 59, His reception at Atooi, ii. 
135. Makes an excurfion into the country, ii. 138. 
Received with great courtefy by the inhabitants of a 
"village near King George’s Sound, ii. 221. Greeted 
by young women in a fong, ii.223. Ptefents a chief at 
King George’s Sound with a new broad-fword, ii.228. 
Makes IfmyloiFa prefent of Hadley’s odant, iii. 102. 
Goeson{horewithKoah,at Owhyhee, iii. 152. Di¬ 
vine honours conferred on him at the Morai, iii. 152. 
Endeavours to prevail on Terreeoboo to come on board 
the Refolution, hi. 195. Not being able to fuccced in 
his attempt gives up the point, iii. 196. He is ap¬ 
proached by one of the natives armed with a ftone 
and a long iron fpike, iii. Fires a load of iliot at 
him, which irritates the natives, ib. Shoots one of the 
Jiatives, ib. He is fiabbed in the back and killed, iii. 
199. Sketch of his hiftory, ib. His body cut to 
pieces, and carried up the country, iii. 219. His re¬ 
mains committed to the deep, iii.. 242. * ^ 

Cook'^s Rivcr^ fo named by tlie Earl of Sandwich, ii. 33a. 
Sail up it, ii. 321. The natives on ihore vifit the fliips, 
ii. 325. They refemble thofe of Prince William’s 
Sound, ib. 

Cordage^ of what-made, at the Sandwich Ifiaiids, iii. 319, 
Country^ that round King George’s Sound deferibed, ii. 
230. Its natural hiftory of plants, ii. 231. Animals, 
ii. 234. Its inhabitants deferibed, ii.240. Their drefs 
and ornaments, ii. 242. Their war dreJes, ii. 246. 
Their mufic truly pathetic, ii. 249. Are very anxioLi3 
to acquire metal, ii. 250. 
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Cows and Horfes^ the inhabitants of Wateeoo are much 
terrified at, i. io6. 

Crofs Sounds named, ii. 279. 

Crofs CapOy named, ii. 279. 

CracatoGy defcription of, iv. 289. 

Cudgeling and Wrejilingy entertainments of, i. 264. 
Cuttery of the Difcovery, ftoien at Owhyhee, iii. 192^ 


D. 


JDancey in the Ruffian and Kamtfchadale fiyle, at Bol- 
cheretik, iii. 391. 

Da 7 tcey atWateeno, i. 112. By men at Hapaee, i. 164. 
By women at Hapaee, i. 166. By others at Hapaee, 
i. 168. 

DartSy very curious ones ufed by the Oonalaflikans, nu 
113. 

Daughter y cuftom of pre fen ting them to ftrangers at 
Mataeeva, ii. 116. 

Deady the great concern for themexpreffed at the Friend¬ 
ly Hands, i, 294. Buried by the Oonalailikans on 
the tops of hills, iii. 119. 


Dinner given by Ornai on fhore, i. 2C7. 

Difcoverjy the, engaged for the voyage to the Pacific 
Ocean, and the command of her given to Captain 
Clerke, i. 2. Anchors at Plymouth June 27, i. 6. 
Leaves Plymouth Sound July ii, i. 8. Arrives at 
Teneriffe, i. g. Arrives in Awatfka Bay, iii. 360. 
Critical fituation of among the ice, iv. 37. Much of 
her Iheathing rubbed ofF with the ice, iv. 59. One 
of her men falls overboard, iv. 210. 

Dog fhot dead by Mr. Law of the Difeovery, which fo 
alarmed the inhabitants on the fhore of Cook’s River, 
thar they fled with precipitation, ii. 334. 
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at Kamtfcliatka, aftoniflilngly expeditious in tra^ 
veiling with fledges, iii. 361. Are often fold for ten 
pounds each, iii. 374. 

Jorums and French-horns^ not pleafing to the natives of 
Tongataboo, i. 195. 


E. 

EcUpfe^ difappointcd in obfcrving it, i. 235. Of the fun, 
li. 122. 

Eimeoy arrive at, ii. 21. Defcription of, ii. 32. Two 
goats Ifolen by the inhabitants of, ii. 24. A party 
fent in purfuit of one, iis 28. 

Enemies^ mangled, roafted, and eaten by the inhabitants 
of Queen Charlotte’s Sound, !. 91. 

Englijh-Iload^ anchor at, i. 259. 

Equatory crofTed it, i September, i. 18. Ceremony of 
ducking upon that occafion, i. 19. 

F.Jcapey extraordinary 011^ of a failor, ii. 295. 


F. 

falfe Bay, eaftward of the Cape of Good Hope, ac¬ 
count of, iv. 304. 

Feathers, aprcfentof, delivered by Omai to Waheiadooa, 
for Otoo, i. 325. 

Jcdofitch, a R^uflian merchant, brings difpatches from 
Major Echin to Bokheretde, iii. 362. Refufes to go 
on board the Refolution, unlcfs two of the crew are 
fent on fhore as hoflages, iii. 362. 

le^nvu comes on board the Rcfolution, i. 146. Dines 
with Captain Cook, i. 148. AdvifesCaptain Cook to 
proceed to Hapaee, i. 151. His very friendly beha¬ 
viour, i. 157. Obeyed at Hapaee as implicitly as at 
Apnamooka^ I. 161. Makes great prefents to Captain 

2 Cook 
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Cook and Omai, i. 163. Sits as one of the attendants 
•upon Paulaho, i. 186. 

Fightlngj manner of, with war canoes, i. 368. 

Fllthinefs of the inhabitants of Nootka Sound, ii. 256. 

Finders hooked together bv the natives of Owhvhee as a 
kind of aileveration, iii. 220. 

Fire-arms^ produce no terror at Karakakooa Bay, iii* 
214. 

Flre-zvcrks, the natives of Hapaee aftoniHicd at feeing 
them, i. 165. Exhibited with equal elFcdt at'I'onga- 
taboo, i. 211. 

iq/^, great quantities in Adventure Bay, i. 50. At 
Queen Charlotte’s Sound, i. 82. 

Fl^/h of Animalsy method of cuHng in tropical climates, 
iii. 159. 

Foggy Ifand^ named, ii. 345. 

Friendly IJlands^ quitted with regret, i. 267* Time not 
mifemployed there, ib. Inhabitaqts addidled to thiev¬ 
ing, i. 268. Plenty of refrelhments procured there, ib# 
Iron tools the befl: articles of traffic here, i. 269. Th^j 
inhabitants ingenious at carving, i. 272. Defeription 
of the inhabitants, i. 276. Their colour, i. 277* 
Have few deformities among them, ib. They are much 
iubjedl to the ring-worm, i. 279. The have a graceful 
air and mien, i. 279. Their difpofitions, i. 280. 
Their drefs, i. 283. Employmenrs of the women, 
there, i. 285. Employments of the men, i. 287. 
Their manner of building, i. 288. Their weapons, 
i. 291. riieir food, ib. Language here refembles 
that of New-Zealand and Otaheite, i. 306. 

Funeral rites^ at the Sandv/ich Ifiands deferibed, iii. 335. 

furneaux^ Captain, account of the maffiacre of his men, 

j* 65, 
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Fur Frade<i might be advantageoully carried on with the 
inhabitants on the ihores of Cook’s River, ii. 337. 

Furs^ fetch a great price at Canton, iv. 245. 

G. 

Garden Sceds^ none remaining at Ship Cove, Queen Char« 
lotte’s Sound, which were fewed in 1773, ^ 4 * 

Gtrlsy fingularly dreffed with clotli for a prefent, i.459. 

Qoat^ ftolen by the natives at Eimeo, i. 24. Returned, 
and another ftolen, ii. 26. Methods ufed for recO“* 
vering it, ii. 26. Houfes and canoes of the inhabi¬ 
tants burnt for not returning it, ii. 31* At length 
it was rellored, ib. 

Goatsj thofe which Captrdn Cook .left at Oneeheow, 
occahon a war, iil , ^38. 

Gore^ Captain, fuc: ds to the command of the Refo- 
lotion, ivo 71. 

Qore^s IJland^ deferibed, iii. 85. 

Gourds^ how ufed for domeftic purpofes at Sandwich 
Iflands, iii, 319. 

Grafsy payment demanded for it of Captain Cook, by 
the inhabitants near King George’s Sound, ii. 225. 

Grogy allowance of, lefiened, 322. 

Guards double, polled at the jVLrai^ at O why bee, iii. 
191. 

Cnns fired at the natives of Owliyhee, iii. 209. Fired 
at tl^em a fecond time, whenfome of them w’ere kiil-^ 
cd, iii. 231. Fired again, iii. 233. 

H. 

Hahkations^ near Adventure Bay, i. 53. 

llaiva^ an entertainment which Captain Cook was in^* 
vited to by Poulaho, i. 216. Defeription of, i. 356. 

Halibut HcacL named, il. 350. . « 
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Halihut Ifiand^ defcrlbed^ ii. 250* 

Halibuts^ upwards of an hundred caught, Weighing more 
than an hundred pounds each, ii. 351. 

Hanger^ Captain Cook’s, brandifhed about by the natves 
of Owhyhee in triumph, iii. 221'. Mr. King’s fnatch- 
ed from him at Atooi, iii. 252. 

Kapace^ arrive at, i. 158. Vifited by multitudes of peo-* 
pie in canoes, who bring provifions, ib. Captain 
Cook treated by the chief with the higheit marks of 
xefpedf, ib. Entertainment of fingle combat, i. 161. 
A combat between two ilout wenches, i. 162. Great 
prefentsmade to Captain Cook and Omai,by Feenou^ 
i. 163. Captain Cook’s marines perform their exer- 
cife here, i. i 54 * A dance performed by men, ib* 
The natives are greatly afloniilied at ovr fire-works, 
i. 165. A dance of women here, i. 166. Other 
dances performed by the inhabitants, i. 168. 

Harvef s .IJland^ approach it, i. 128* Inhabitants corns 
ofF to us, ib. ' Refufed to come on board, ib. At¬ 
tempt to fteai fome oais from the Difeovery’s boat, ib« 
Steal a frock, i. 129. Extravagantly fond of nails 
and pieces of paper, ib. Have a favage afpecl like 
thofe of New-Zealand, ib. Their drefs, ib. Their 
language refembles that of Otaheite, i. 130. Number 
of the natives on the reef armed with clubs and pikes, 
i. lOf. Proceed to the Friendly Iilands, i. 132. 

Hay^ a quantity of, feen at Owhyhee, iii. 277. 

Heady noperfoii to walk over that of Poulabo, i. ^00^ 

Heads, of theTbieves ordered to be fhaved, to,render them 
remarkable, i. igo. 

Hermity a very old one, deferibed, iii. 270, 

Hoolaiva an ifland inhabited, i. 177. , 

Hope Bayy why fo called, ii, 205. 


Hoy 
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llorfes^ Captains Cook and Cierke ride on two, to the 
great aftonifliment of the natives at Matavai, i. 363. 
Rode on by Captain Cook and Omai at Eimeo, ii.24 

Ho^fe^ erecSed by the Spaniards at Otaheite, i. 319* 
Built for Omai at Huaheine, ii. 39. 

Houfesj thofe at Nootka deferibed, ii. 253. Of the 
Tfchutflii deferibed, iii. 32. 

TIowe’s Foreland^ near Repulfe Bay, i* 36. 

HawUrigSy great, heard on fhore at O'whyhee, iii. ^22* 
Again, iii. 229. 

Huaheiney arrival at, ii. 34. Omai’s eftablifliment in 
this ifland agreed to, ii. 39. Omai finds a brother, a 
filler, and a brother-in-law there, ii. 40. 

Human SkuUsy many of them brought to barter in King 
George’s Sound, ii. 211. 

Human Sacrijicey at Otaheite, i. 340. Prevails in moft 
of the iflands of the Pacific Ocean, i. 350. Confe^ 
rcnce thereon with Towha, i. 355. 

Hurricaney defciibcd, ii. 276. 


I. 

Japauy land of, feen, iv. 189. Its coafts the moft dan¬ 
gerous in the world, iv. 202. 

Javay the ifland of, feen, iv. 284. 
yealoufy^ (mglQ inftance of, in Sandwich Iflands, iii.434* 
Jccy fudden appearance of, iii. 38* great quantities, iii. 
48. In fuch quantities, as to be fuppoledthe produdlion 
of the preceding winter, iii, 48. Large and compadl 
todies of, iv. 25. The ftiips receive great fliocks from, 
iv. 25. The {hips enclofed by afolid mafs of, iv. 28. 
Again encompaffed by, iv. 29* Solid field of, iv. 34. 
Icy-CapCy deferibed, iii. 39. 

Imagesy &c. purchafed from the Moral, iii. 173. 

great,of the inhabitants of Nootka Sound,ii.264, 

Indolence y, 
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Indolence^ that of the young men at Nootka reiatetl/ii.25S> 

Inict^ paffage up, afterwards called Cook's river^ ii. 321. 

Infcriptlon^ left in a bottle at Kerguelen’s ifland, i. 33* 
Left by the Spaniards on a houfc at Otaheite, i. 319- 
On Omai’s houfe at Huaheiiie, ii. 48. Left in a bottle 
at Chriftmas ifland, ii. 124. 

Intelligence^ fome received from Omai, ii. 59. 

Injirununts^ thofe for hunting and fifhing ufed at Nootka 
defcribed, ii. 297. 

Iron Tijo/x, in great eftimation at the Friendly Hands, u 
a68. Ironaiked for at Atooi by the name of humaitcj 

ii. 132. Much coveted at Nootka, ii. 51. Called ftekc-- 
mailehj the inhabitants of that place, ii. 270. Plenty 
there, ii. 272. Conjedlures from whence it came, ib^ 
This metal called gooner, by the natives on the Ihores 
of Cook’s river, ii. 328. 

JourtSj winter habitations in Kamtfchatka, ill. 372. 

JJIayidy of Toobouai difcovered, i. 308. Defcription of 
it, i. 312. 

Jfmyloff^ a Ruffian, vifits Captain Cook at Oonalaflika, 
iiu 92. He was a perfon well acquainted with the 
geography of thofe parts, ib. but totally unacquaint¬ 
ed with the American continent, ill. 93^ Communi¬ 
cates fome ufeful information to Captain Cook, iii* 
^5. Gives him a letter to Major Belim, Governo!: 
of Kamtfchatka, iii. lOi. 

K. 

Kahoora^ headed the party who killed Captain Fur- 
neaux’s people, i. 63. Much difliked by his country¬ 
men, ib. Sat to Mr. Webber for his pi 61 ure, i. 71. 

Kakooa^ a village bordering on Karakakooa bay, iii. 248. 

Kaireckeea^ affift Koah in bellov/ing divine honours on 
Captain Cook, iii. 154. Affift in vocal ceremonies, 

iii. 166. Is informed of the dearh of Captain Cook, 
and approaches Mr. King with great deje 61 ion iii. 210. 

Goes 
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Goes on board the Refolution in proceffion, ill. 236* 
Accufes the Englifh of ingratitude, as relying on Mr. 
King’s promife of prote6i:ion, he had not removed his 
effe 61 :s, and all were deftroyed, ib. Is fhocked at fee¬ 
ing the heads of his countrymen on board, iii. 237. 
R.equefl:s they may be thrown pver-board, which is 
complied with, 

Kamtjchadale^^ much alarmed at the fight of our flilps, 
iii. 364. 

geographical defcription of, iv, 112. Its 
climate, iv. 116. Its volcanos, iv. 119, Hot fprings 
at, ib. Its vegetables, iv. 120. Nettles, a valu¬ 
able plant there, iv. 127. Animals of, deferibed, iv. 
129. Fidi of, iv. 136. Inhabitants of, deferibed, iv% 
143. Dreadful havock there by the fmall-pox, iv. 151. 
Exportsfrom, iv. i34.Habltationsat,deferibed^ iv.159. 

Kaneena^ a chief at Owhyhee, exercifes his authority, 
and orders vafl: numbers of the natives to quit the fhip, 
who inflantly jump into the fea, iiia 149. His figure 
remarkably fine, iii. 150. Portrait of him, drawn by 
Mr. Webber, ib. Killed at Kowrowa, iii. 128. Eu- 
logium on, iii- 296. 

Kaoo^ furnlihes provifions for a party going up the coun¬ 
try, iii. 169. Entertains Terreeohoo. and Captain 
Cook, iii. 777. 

Karakakooa Eay^ anchor at, iii, 145. The iliips qrowded 
with the natives there, and furrounded with canoes, 
ib. The ba^/ deferibed, iii. 148. Arrive there a fecond 
time, iii. 186. Reception very different from what was 
expecled, ib. Behaviour of the native'-, iii. 187. 
Leave it, iii. 244. General defcription of, Iii. 293. 

Kara-ichin^ an offrog in Kamtfchatka, iii. 369. Hof- 
pitalityofthe toionoi^ ill. 371. Defcription of, iii. 371, 

Kavciy a plant, what it is, i. 227. Intoxicating liquor 
bearing the fame name prepared from it, ib. 

Kayds 
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Kaye^s Ijhndy defcribed, ii. 283. Its natural Iliftdry, ii. 
284. 

Kerguelen!s Landy account of, i. 28. Natural Hiftory 
of, i. 43. 

icings captain, muchefteemed by the natives of Owhyhee, 
iii, 178. Urged to flay behind at Owhyhee, iii. 1794 
feent to the commander of Bolcheretlk to procure 
flores, iii. 367. Account of his expedition, iii. 368. 
Receives a magnificent Kamtfchadale drefs, iii. 392. 
Appointed to the command of the Difeovery, iv. 72* 
Embarks at Wampu, and proceeds to Canton, iv. 232. 

King George*s Sounds artival at, ii. 269. Dire6lions for 
failing into it, ii. 229. Excellent fhelter for our 
fhips, ii. 209. Inhabitants on its coaft very inofFen- 
five, ib. Number of them, ii. 252. Manner of 
building their houfes, Vi* 253. Their infides and fur¬ 
niture deferibed, ib. Their filthinefs, ii. 256. De¬ 
corated with images, ib. Employments of the inha¬ 
bitants, ii. 257* Indolence of their young men, ii* 
25Sf Seji animals their principal food, il. 259. Their 
weapons deferibed, ii. 263. Their great ingenuity in 
their manufadlures, ii. 264. Their Ikill in the imri- 
tative arts, ii. 266. Their ingenious inftruments fot 
fifhing and hunting deferibed ii. 267. Their dexterity 
in making tools, ii. 269. Cotlfider themfelves as pro • 
prietors of the country they inhabit, ii. 271* Of their 
religion and language, ii. 273. 

King*s IJlandy named, iii. 24. 

King*s Stores^ not fuppofed to be fo good as thofe pro¬ 
vided for the merchants, iii. 134. 

Knives^ in great plenty in Prince William’s Sound, ii. 
309. Four of them exchanged for jicar 4oO:pounds 
weight of filii, iii. 7I. 

Korekiy country of the, deferibed, iv. 167, 

Vgr. IV. No. 24. Z 
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Kotiacsj fome account of, iv. i68. 

KotoQ^ an ifland on which Captain Cook lands to take a 
furveyofit, i. 183. His account of it, i. 184. 
Kuriles^ the, defcribed, iv. 165. 


L. 

Laguna^ vilited by Mr. Anderfon and others, i. t2. 

Language^ of the Friendly Iflands, refemblcs that of 
New-Zealand and Otaheite, i. 306. Of the natives 
of Ateoi, ii. 191. Of the natives of Prince William’s 
Sound, ii. 310. 

Leakj in theRefolution very alarming, iii. 347. So ia^- 
creafed as to become very inconvenient, iii. 349. 

I^efoogaj an ifland. Captain Cook makes an excurfion 
to, i. 171. Defeription of it, i. 174. 

Letter^ in the Ruffian language, delivered to Captain 
Clerke, iii. 348. Conje6lures thereon, ib. Another 
delivered to Captain Clerke, ii. 358. 

Liquor of cocoa-nuts, recommended by Captain Cook to 
his crew, i. 320. 

Loaf^ made of xye, prefented to Captain Cook at Oona- 
laflika, iii. 89. 

Lords of the Admiralty^ came on board the Refolution in 
Long Reach, and dined with Captain Cook, i. 2. 

M. 

Maheine^ the chief of Eimeo, vifits the fliips with cau¬ 
tion, ii. 21* His perfon defcribed, ii. 23. Afhameci 
of his bald head, ib. 

Mayigeeay an ifland, approached, i. 96. The natives ap¬ 
pear on the beach, ib. Armed with fpears and clubs, 
ib# Are naked, except a girdle, ib. Wear fome- 
thing white on their heads like a turban, ib. Their 


. j > 


com- 
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complexion and fize, ib. Are afraid to venture them*- 
felveson board the fliips, i. 97. Are tatooed from the 
elbow to the Ihoulder, i. 98. Defeription of their ca¬ 
noes, ib. Mourooa, an inhabitant of Mangeea, comes 
on fliore, i. 100. Stumbles over a goat, which he calls 
a bird, ib. Defeription of the ifland, i. I02. Lan¬ 
guage, and manners of the inhabitants, i. 103. 

Manufaduresy very ingenious, at Nootka Sound, ii. 264. 
Very curious at the Sandwich Iflands, lii. 316. 

Marcewagecy a great chief, his palace deferibed, i. 193. 
Very venerable in his appearance, i. 195. Struck 
with admiration at the fight of our cattle, i. 196. 
DrelTed in a peculiar manner to vifit Cajitain Cook, 
i. 198. He and Toobou are found to be brothers, 
are men of great property, and highly efteemed, u 
199. Gives a grand entertaiiimcnt, i. 203. Enter¬ 
tains with great variety of dancing, i. 204. 

Afarinesy perform their exercife at Hapaee, i. 164. One 
of them deferts, ii. 57. Is brpught back by Captain 
Cookj ii. 58. Four killed, and three dangeroufly 
wounded at Owhyhee, iii. 198. Stationed at the top 
of the Moral at Owhyhee, iii. 21 i. 

Afarqueey one eredled to take flielter in, in the road to 
Bolcheretfl^., iii. 369. 

Afajk^y horrid wooden ones, worn at Nootka, ii. 245. 

Alataeevay cuftonl there of prefenting their daughters 
to ftrangers, ii. 116. 

Matavaiy embark for, i. 554. 

AlatSy at Annamooka, equal to carpets, i. 145. Very 
curious at the Sandwich Iflands, iii. 318. 

Adetiy two, and a child taken up at fea, iii. 182. Number 
of, on board the RefoluFion and Difeovery, i. 7. Two 
belonging to the Difeovery defert, ii. 61. Oreo and 
others kept as hoftages, ii, 63. They arc brought; 

Z 2 back 
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back, 11. 68. One killed and three or four woundedl 
on board the Difcovery, ill. 126. 

Metals^ highly prized by the inhabitants of Nootka, ih 
251. . Stolen by them, who are addidled to no other 
kind of pilfering, ib. 

M^odoapapappa^ unfuccefsful attempt to difcover, iii. 340* 
Montagu IJTand^ named, ii. 298* 

Adoraty in Attahooroo, folemnity at, on account of peace, 

ii. 3. At Atooi, defcribed, ii. 139. At Owhyhee, 
defcription of, iii. 152. 

Morotozy one of the Sandwich Iflands, defcription of, ill.- 
279,. 

Motuaruy ifland of, i. 64. 

Mouna Rotty an extenlive fiiowy mountain,, defcribed,^ 

iii. 265. 

Mount Campbelly defcribed, i. 40. 

Mount Sh Augujiiny named, ii. 321. 

Mount Edgecumbcy named, ii; 278. 

Mount Fall FPeatheVy named, ii. 279. 

Mourooay vifits Captain Cook on board,, i. 200; 

Mouthy the inhabitants of Prince William’s Sound, cur 
a kind of artificial one, thats they may appear to have 
two, ii. 304. 

Moweey fouth-eaft parts of, defcribed, iii. 245. Generar 
defcription of, iii, 277. 

Mujical InJlmmentSy ufcd at the Friendly Iffands,.i. 290*^ 
Ufed at Nootka, ii. 249. 

Mufquety effeft of a, greatly aftonilhes the inhabitants 
^f Nootka, iii. 182. Fired over a chief’s head at 
Owhyhee, iii. 163. 

N. 

Nailsy ftolen from- the iheathing of the Dlfcovcry at 
Gwhyhe.e, iiir^ 169. 


Nafchcy 
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^dtchej ceremony oF, in honou* of the king’s Ton, at 
Mooa, i. 240. 

J^atchecklny an oftrog in Knmtfchatka, defcription of, lii* 
377. Arrival at, ib. Great civility and hofpitality of 
its toion, ib. Remarkable fpring of hot water at, ib. 

:Naiivesx>( Ship Cove vifit ns, i. b2p Facility in build¬ 
ing their habitations, ib. They defire Captain Cook 
to kill Kahoora, their chief, ib. 

Natives^ 6f Tongataboo, fired at, for infolent behaviour, 
i. 229. 

Natives of Owhyhee, fuppofe we leave our own coun¬ 
try for want of provifions, iii. 174* 

Naviesy the ftrength erf the Society Iflands, ccnfifl in, 
i. 369. 

AVu; Hollandy account of the inhabitants of, &c, i. 54% 

Nettky the, a valuable plant at Kamtfchatka, iv. 127. 

New^Zealandcrsy two, named Taweiharooa and Kokoa, 
accompany Omai, i. 72. Live in continual appre- 
henfions of being deftroyed by each other, i. 73. 
Their extraordinary faith, i. 74. They devour thek* 
enemies, ib. Their religious principles, ib. Places 
of public worlhip, ib. Have adopted polygamy, i. 75* 

N-ootka* See King Gearge\7 Sounds 

Morton^s Soundy account of, iii. 77. 

Nofesy Inhabitants of Mangeea falutc by joining them, 
a. 103-. 


O. 

’OhfervatQficSy fixed at Tongataboo, i. 191. On the 
coafl; of King George’s Sound, ii. 217. At Ovvhy- 
nee, iii. 156. 

Omaiy fur:nihed with variety of articles by hlsMajefiy, 
Lord SandwirTi, Mr^ Banks, and others, u Bw Alarms 
Z 3 the 
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the inhabitants of Adventure by jfiring a mufquct^ 
1. 51. Gets acquainted with two New-Zealanders, i* 
64, Requelfs Captain Cook to kill Kahoora, i. 69, 
Gives the inhabitants of Wateeoo a dog, i. 109. Goes 
on Ihore at Wateeoo, v/ith Mr. Gore, Mr. Anderfon, 
and Mr. Burney, i. no. His reception there, i ii j. 
Is under apprehenfions of being roafted atv Wateeoo, 
i. 115. Meets three of his countrymen there, i. 122. 
His brother-in-law, and others, come on board at 
Otaheite, i, 3*15. His behaviour on his arrival there, 
ib. Affociates only wnth 11 :rangers and vagabonds, i. 
331. Receives a prefent of a double failing canoe, ii. 
12. Embelliflies it with a variety of ftreamers, ib. 
His European weapons, ii.47. Hisharangue at Hua- 
heine, ii. 37. His behaviour at parting, ii. 48, 

Oneeheovjj arrival at, ii. 151. Captain Cook makes an 
excurfion into the country, ii. 157. Animals and 
feeds left there, ii. 156. General Defeription of, iiu 
281. Depart from, iii. 339. 

Onifcus fulgens^ a new fpecies of, ii. 197. 

Oonalajhkay an Ifland perceived, ii. 355* Many Ruffians 
fettled there to carry on the fur trade, iii. 104. Ac¬ 
count of the natives, iii. 105. They are remarkably 
civil and honell, ib. Defeription of their perfons, 
ib. Their drefs and ornaments, ib. Thpir food, ib. 
Captain Cook faw one of their chiefs make a delicious 
meal on the rawfiead of a large halibut, iii. 107. 
Their habitations deferibed, iii. 108. They fmoke 
and take fnuff, iii. 109. Both fexes warm themfelves 
with lamps between their legs, iii. 110. Natural hif- 
tory of the ifland, iii. 115. The natives are remark¬ 
ably chearful to each other, iii. 120. 

Oonelluy ifland of, account of, iii. 2. 


Oparre^ 
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Qp^rrf^ Cook, Mr, King, and Omai follow 

Otoo there, ii. 2. 

Opatchln^ an oflrog in Kaintfchatka, arrived at, iii. 179* 
. The Englifti party received there, and moft liberally 
accommodated, lii. 379. 

Opomy^ chief of Bolabola, gives audience to Captain 
Cook, ii. 73. Applied to, to purchafe Bougainville’s 
anchor, ib. His delicacy in accepting of a prefent 
for it, ib* 

Orono^ ap appellation given to Captain Cook at Owhy^ 
hee, iii. 161. 

Otaheite^ arrival at, i* 312. Omai not noticed by his 
countrymen there,.i. 314. Surrounded by a multitude 
of canoes there, i* 317. AlFecling feene between Omai 
and his fifter, i.ib. Captain Cook and Omai viht a chief 
here named Etorea, i. 323. Buffoonery of an Etooa 
here, i. 327. Qiiit it the 30th of September, ii. ai. 
Beauty and fertility of the country, ii. 8-5. Produce, 
ib. Delicacy of the women, ii. 87. Are miicli 
difpofed to amorous gratificctions, ii. 88. Their coii- 
iiedlions between thetwofexes, ii. 98. The manners, 
cuftoins, religious, and other ceremonies, ii. 99. 

Otcavanooay the harbour of Bolabola. 

Otooj a prefent of feathers fent him, 325. Interview 
with him, i. 329. Takes but little notice of Omai, i* 
330. Receives a gold*laced hat, 5 cc. from Captain 
Cook, ib. Entertains Captain Cook, and others, at 
4 iis own houfe, i. 357. Entertains the company wilfi 
a play, i. 360. Cenfured for occaGoning a difadvan- 
tageous peace for Otaheite, ii. 2. His addrefs and art? 
ii. II. 

Ovens^ for baking or roafling, how made, i. 230. 

Owharrcy harbovir of, ii. 34. 

Z 4 
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0 ‘iuhyheey account of, iii. 130. Vifited by th^ativcs of, 
iii. 136. Who a^'e very honeft and ingenuous in their 
dealings, ib. A thoufand canoes about the Ihips at one 
time here, iii. I2i. GiviJity and generofity of th^ 
priefts and other natives, iii. 162. Inhabitants, bekig 
tabooed, could not be induced to approach the fhips,^ 
iii. 163. Inftances of the generofity of the natives, 
iii. 168. Natives of, arm themfelves with ftones, iih 
188. Annoy the Englifti with ftones, iii. 211. At¬ 
tempt to ftorm the moral, iii. 2t2* One of ^em is 
kilfed, ib. Great bravery of another to preferve his 
friend, ib. Great numbers of them approach the fliips, 
and infult the Englifli, iii. 216. Seventeen of them 
killed at Kowrowa, iii. 228. Eight of them killed, at 
the morai, ib. One of them approached the flrips, ex¬ 
ulting and infolently waving Captain Cook’s hat, iii. 
230. Several killed, iii. 235. Gallant behaviour of 
one, ib. Ifland of, in high cultivation, iii, 277. 


P. 

Painty of a red and blue colour, ufed to paint theperfons 
of the inhabitants of Prince William’s Sound, ii. 305. 

Paintings method of, at the Sandwich illands, iii. 317. 

FalmerJIon s Ifiand^ i. 133. Defeription of it, i. 134. 
Its foil, and natural hiftory, i. 13^. Coral of various 
colours plenty there, i. 136. Is uninhabited, ib, Pro- 
Cure fubfiftence for the cattle on it, i. 237. Plenty of, 
mufquitoes, i. 139. 

Papers^ refpefting the voyage, deftroyed, iv. 217. 

Pqratounca^ church of, deferibed, iv. 94. 

Paratouncaj the priefl: of, generoufly fupplies CaptaiOf 
Clerke with freih provifions, iv. 5. His forrqw for 
the Cantain'’s death, iy. ^2. 


Pareeq^ 
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Tareea^ a chief at Owhybee, comes on board the Refo“ 
lution, ili. 149. Exercifes his authority in commaird- 
ing the crowds of people to depart, ib. His canoe 

- feized by an officer, iii. 190. Is knocked down by an 
oar-jib. Saves a pinnace from being demolifhed, ib. 
Joins nofes with the officers, iii. 191. 

Paroivroah^ harbour of, deferibed, ii. 21. 

paffage^ north-weft, from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
Ocean, fuppofed not to exift, iv. 52. 

Pcitoc^ ifland of, deferibed, iv. 221. 

Pedroy Captain Cook’s old friendj met with, i. 64. 

Penguin Cove^ h 39. 

Peruvian Bark^ a quantity of, recomrnended to be taken 
on board his Majefty’s fliips, iv. 310. 

-Pevjter Plate^ confidered as a great prefent by Poulaho, 
and applied to a very extraordinary purpofe by him^ 
i. 234. 

Phillips^ Mr. gallant behaviour of, at Otaheite, iii. 207* 

Pinnacle Pointy named, ii. 345 * 

Point Banks^ named, ii. 319. 

Poiyit Pringle^ a promontory, I. 36. 

Point Charlotte^ named in honour of the Queen, i. 4f. 

Point PoJpJJlon^ a point of land in Cook’s River, ii. J33. 

Point Upright^ account of, iii. 18. 

Point Rodn’y^ named, iii. 22. 

Point Alulgrave^ deferibed, iii. 37. 

Point Shallow-water j iii. 82. 

Porky procefsof faking it in hot climates, ii. 79. 

Pert Pray ay arrive at, i. 17. 

Port PaUifery fome account of, i. 40; 

Forty Mr. a German, brings difpatches from Majoje 
Eehm at Bolcheretfk, iii. 362. Sufpe6led to be only 
Z fervajit, iii. ^65. 


Port ah hy 
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Portable Soup and Sour Krouty recommended to naviga-- 
tors, iv* 309. 

Pmlahoy king of the Friendly'Iflands, approaches in a 
canoe, i. 177. Comes on board the Refolution, i. 
178. Great refpeft ihewn him by Captain Cook, ih. 
Ceremonies paid him by the inhabitants, i. 179.. No 
one prefumes to fpeak to him Handing, ib. His at¬ 
tendants pay him obedience, by bowing their heads to 
the foies of his feet, i. 180. Prefents a red feathered 
cap to Captain Cook, ib. Arrives at Aiinamooka, i. 
i 85.^ Continually beftowing prefents on Captain 
Cook, i, 192. 

Pr&ia,y the iiland of, feen, iv. 212. Some account of, 
iv. 213. 

Triejisy regular fociety of, at Owhyhee, hi. 160. 

Prince Edward"^s IJlandsy fo named by Captain Cook, i.28. 

Prince of IVahs^s Foreland^ near Cape Digby, i. 42* 

Prince PFilllam\ Sounds feme defeription of, ii. 300. 
Defeription, and manners and cuftoms of the inhabi¬ 
tants, ii. 301. Their canoes defcjribed, ii^ 306. Na¬ 
tural hiftory of its animals and vegetables, ii. 311. 
They arc, by feme means, furniflied with European 
cotnmodities, ii. 316. 

Puli Condore fome account of, iv. 261. Animals and 
vegetables there, deferibed, iv. 274. Defeription of . 
its inhabitants, iv. 276. 

Pumice Sioney vafl; quantities of, float between Japan and 
the Bafliee Ifjies, iv. 205.. 

0 . 

^cfn Charlottdi Sound j anchor at, i. 61. The country 
round, it deferibed, i. 78. Its foil and climate, ib. 
Plants, i. 80. Birds, h 81. Fifli, i. 82. Injedls, j. 
83. Defeription of the inhabitants* i. 84. 1‘heir 

chefs, 
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tircfs, i, 86. They flain their faces black andbl\ic, it. 
Are very filthy, i. 88. Extremely ingenious, i. 89* 
To the laft degree dilhonell, i. 90. Sing a war fong, 
before they begin fighting, i. 91. Horrid diilortions 
of their tongues, eyes, and mouth, ib. Mangle, roaf, 
^nd eat their enemies, ib. Lamentations for the lofs 
of their friends, cutting large cadres in their cheeks 
and foreheads, as tokens of their regard, i. 92. 


R. 

Rtwh’ts^ given to Feenovi, produce young before Cap¬ 
tain Cook’s departure from the ifland, i. 257. 

I^aniy of the Cape breed, killed by a dog, i. 3j;8* 

Raufiiy an ifland, defeription of, iii, 279. 

Religious ceremonies^ at the Friendly Iflaiids, i. 205. 

Rcpulfe Bay^ account of, i. 36. 

Refolutiony anchors at Plymouth, 30th June, i. 6. Lofes 
her mizen top-maft, i. 27. Lofes her fore-top-mad, 
and main-top-gallant-maft, i.48. Near running upon 
a low fandy ifle, encompaiTed with breakers, i; 182, 
Springs a leak, ii. 276. Strikes upon a bank in Cook’s 
river, ii. 335. Springs a leak, iii. 86. Accidentbefel 
her, iv. 185. 

Rock Eddyjlone^ deferibed, i.49. 

Rock Pointy named, ii. 349. 

Rock-weedy large beds of it, i. 37. Dangerous to fail 
over them, ib. 

Rocksy the Refolution in great danger of them olF the 
ifland of Bonavifla, i. 13. And breakers near How’s 
h oreland, i. 36. Both Ihips flrike on fomenear Ton- 
gataboo, i. 187. Some above and fome under water, 
near Montagu ifland, ii. 29S. And breakers narrowly 
efcaped, ii. 354. 


Rom o 
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an operatioti of rubbing orfqueezing by women^ 
which cured Captain Cook of the rheuiuatil'nij ii. 4. 
Hound IJland^ defcription of, iii. 9t 
Royal Sound j named, i. 42. 

RuJfiansj three come on board, iii. 89. 

Rifffian Soldiers, a reinforcement of^ arrive at Kamt- 
fehatka, iv. 79. 


S. 


Saint Peter and Saint Paul, difficulty of getting on fhor6 
at, on account of the ice, iii. 355. Shynefs of the 
inhabitants of, ib. The party which landed there re¬ 
ceived by an armed party, and conduced to the offi-- 
'cer’s houfe, iiu 356. Scarcity of provifions at, iii, 
367. Miraculous draught of h(h there, iv. 3. 

St. Lawrence''s Bay, pafs it, iii. 59. Defcription of it^ 
iii. 50. 

St. Lawrence, illand of, fome account of, iv. 20. 

Salmon, vaft quantities brought on board in Cook’s ri¬ 
ver, by the neighbouring inhabitants, ii. 336. 

Samganoodha, htivbom' of, account of, ii. 359, Anchor 
there, iii. 87. Its latitude and longitude, iii. 122. 
Depart from it, iii. 123.^ 

Sandwich Ijlands, a name given to a group of iflands, ii. 
I&o. Their advantageous fituation, ii. 192. Their 
number, names, and fituation, iii. 26j. Climate of, 
iii. 282. Animals, iii. 284. Vegetables, iii. 286. 
The natives of, deferibed, iii. 289. Their difpofition, 
ui. 294. Their capacity equal to any of the human 
race, iii. 296. Drefs and ornaments, iii. 301. Their 
food, iii. 308. Manners and cuftoms, iii. 311. Re¬ 
ligion, iii. 327. Huiitan facrifices common here, iii. 
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^anta Cru%^ (Jefcriptlon ofj i. lO. 

Savage IJland^ pafs it, i. 14O. 

Scurvjy very prevalent at St. Peter and St. Paul, iv, 5^ 
Speedily recovered froiriy iv. 6. 

Sea-animalsy beautiful ones,, defcribed, ii. 197. The 
principal food of the natives of Nootka SouikI, ii. 259* 

Seals^ were feen in Repulfe Bay, i. 37. 

Sea-horfcsy plenty of, iii. 38. Vaft numbers on the ice^ 

iii. - 40.. Nine of them taken on board the Refolution,, 
ill, 41. Defcription of them,, and their ufes, ib. Lie 
©n the ice in herds of many hundreds, iii. 42. Arc 
not fo dangerous as they have been reprefented, ib.^ 
The length of a moderate fixed one nine feet four 
inches, iii. 43. Weight of itscarcafe, 854 pounds, ib. 
Began to be reliihed by the feamen, iii. 49. Shoot 
feveral, iv. 26. rnftances of their parental afFe6lion, 

iv. 26. Seen in herds on the ice, iv. 31. Ten killed^ 
iv. 39. 

Seamen^ who had loft their way, diftrefs of, ii. 123. Re^ 
quire direfting like children, iii. 344^ Kick their fur 
jackets about deck, when got into a warm latitude,^ 
iii. 345. Great generofity of, iii.397. Two go oiFwitb 
a fix-oared cutter, and are never heard of, iv. 251 > 
Difficult to reftrain them from ufing their arms againftw 
the natives-of Owhyhee, iii. 216. Requeft to be per¬ 
mitted to avenge the death of Captain Cook, in. 230% 
Burn the huts of the inhabitants of Owhyhee, iii.233^ 
Set the whole village in flames^ iii. 234. Cut off two 
of the heads of the natives, iii. 235. Anxious to re¬ 
turn to Cook’s river for lkins> iv* 246; 

Sentry-box ijland^ i. 35. 

Serjeant^ the commander of St. Peter and St. Paul, his 
great kindnefs and hofpitality, iii. 357. Lends Capt* 
King, who had funk through, the ice, his clothes, iii. 
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358'. Conclufts the party back on fledges, ill. 35'^. 
Is prefented willi two bottles of rmn by Captain 
Cierke, iii. 360. Sends exprefs to Bolcheretlk, iii. 
356. Receives corporal puniflinient, iv. 89. 

Serd^e Kameriy pafs it, iii. 56. 

Sheep, four, killed by dogs at the Cape of Good Hope^ 
i. 21. Thofe at Good Hope have remarkably thick 
and long tails, i. 22* 

Ship-Cove, anchor at, i. 61. Ere6l the ohfervatorlcs 
there, ib. 

Shoal Nefsy account of, iii. 14. 

Shmaleff, captain, arrives at St. Peter and St. Paul, iv. 
91. He is faluted with eleven guns, iv. 92. Pro- 
motes a foldier at the requeft of tlic Englilh, ib. 
SmorCsBay, arrival at, iv. 301. 

S'ings, at the Sandwich Iflands, deferibed, iii. 321. 
Sledges, journey on, from Karatchin to Bolcheretlk, iii« 
372. Defeription of, iii. 373. Method of conduct¬ 
ing, iii. 374 * 

Sledge-JJland, why fo called, iii. 23. 

Smokey-IJland, named, ii. 320. 

Snakesy of an enormous li:^e at New-Zealand, i. 77. 
They feize and devour men, ib. Arc as large qs a 
man’s body, and burrow in the ground, ib. 

Society Jjlands, obfervations on, ii. 80. 

Spaniards, four left on Ihore at Otaheitc, ii. 17. E^f- 
deavour to inculcate a mean opinion of the Engiifli, 
ii. 18. 

Spanl/hJhips, two vlfited Otaheite, i. iiq. 

Spanijh bull, fine one, at Otaheite, i. 331. 

Spqpn, ^ leaden one of Englilli make, feen at the extre-- 
mity of the habitable globe, at Karatchin, in Kamt- 
fehatka, iii* 37 


S' 'anding, 
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Standings no perfon permitted to fpeak to PouLaho, 
king of the Friendly Iflands, in that pofture. 
Stromnefs^ anchor at, iv. 308. 

Stuards IJlandj named, iii. 81. 

Sulphur Ifland^ why fo named, iv. 207. 


T. 

Tabic-Spoonsy fiiver ones, offered in barter by one of the 
natives near King George’s Sound, ii. 223. 

Taboo^ a kind of interdi£tion, i. 126. Particularly de- 
feribed, iii. 332. A word of great latitude, i. 302. 
Prevails at Atooi, ii. 190. Exere fed at Ovvhvhee, iii. 
157. Again on the arrival of Terreeoboo, iii. 163. 

1 ahoorowa^ one of the Sandwich lllands, pafs it, iii. 245* 

' Defeription of, iii. 280* 

TaipUy removes his houfe to our Ihed, i. 145. Har- 
rangues his countrymen, i. 146. Mentions Feenou 
as king of 153 iflands. 

Taireetarcea^ king of Huaheinc, vifited hy Captain Cook, 
ii. 36. 

Taloo^ harbour of, deferibed, ii. 21* 

Taoofa^ vifits Captain Cook, i. 259. 

Tea-Jhruby found at the ifland of Teneriffe, i 4 13. 

Teneriffcy Refoiution arrives at, i. 9. A more eligible 
place for fhips to touch at than Madeira, j.i i. Pic of, 

. deferibed, i. ii. Manners and cuftoms of the inha¬ 
bitants of this ifland, i. 15. 

lerreeobooy king of Owhyhee vlfits Captain Cook, iii^ 
129. Again vifits the Captain fplcndidly arrayed, iii. 
162. Prefenls Captain Cook with a feathered cloak 
and helmet, iii, 165. Changes names with the captain, 
ih« Receives a linen fliirt and a hanger frorn Captain 
Cook, iii. 1O6. Makes very valuable prefents to Cap¬ 
tain 
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tain Cook, ill. 178. Sends Captain Cook a large pre-^ 
fent, iii. i8o. Was unacquainted with any premedi¬ 
tated defign againft the life of Captain Cook, iii. 215, 
Retired to a cave in an high perpendicular mountain, 
acceflible oUly with ropes, iii. 223. Send^ a man of 
diftinftion to fue for peace, iii, 238. 

V^hefts^ mifchievous ones, committed at King George^s 
Sound, ii. 212. 

^ief detedled and punifhed, ii. 42. 

^hievingy the natives of Owhyhee addfiled to it, iii. 168. 

iTobaccoy imprudently^xchanged by the failors for dried 
falmon, iii. 87. 

ToioHy a kind of governor of an Oftrog in Kamtfchatka;, 
iii. 377. 

Jomatongeeauooranucy vifits Captain Cook in Queen Char¬ 
lotte’s Sound, i. 68. 

J'ongatabooy arrive at, i. 188. The king conduft^ Cap¬ 
tain Cook to a neat houfe, telling him it is for his ufe, 
i. 190. Entertainment of kava^ &c. ib. Obfervatory 
fixed, aud animals landed, i. 191. The natives not 
much pleafed with French-horns and drums, but 
greatly fo by the^firing of apiftol, i. 195. Defcrip- 
tion of the country, i. 200. Manufailure of cloth, 
i. 201. Firework exhibited here, i. 211. Alfowreft- 
llng and boxing, ib. Captain Cook leaves here a bull 
and a cow to the king ; a Cape ram to Mareewagee ^ 
and a horfe and mare to Feenou, i. 214. 

IToobouy a chief at Annamooka, condufts Captain Cook 
and Omal to his houfe, i. 145. His perfon defcribed, ' 
i. 195. Comes on board, ib. 

J'oofoay volcano at? i. 155. 

Toogey a mourning ceremony, at Tongataboo, 1. 225. 

a ceremony of thumping people who are 
alleep, k 232. 
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Tooh^ thofe of the inhabitants of Atooi defcribed, lu I 79 » 
^oopapaooj the, at Otaheite defcribed, i. 325* 

Toivhcij his afFe6ling meeting with his daughter, ii, 6. 
Train Oily thought very delicious by the inhabitants ctf 
Queen Charlotte’s Sound, i. 168. 

Trinity IJlandy defcription of, ii. 342* 

Tropicy crofled it, i. 95» 

Truce agreed on between the natives of Owhyhec and 
the Engli/h, iii. 213. 

Tfcutjkiy the peninfula inhabited by them, iv. 44. 
Tfcutjkiy the country of, arrive at, iii. 28. The inha¬ 
bitants very civil, but cautious and timid,, iii. 29. 
Their behaviour, ib. Their weapons defcribed, ih. 
Their perfonsand drefs, iii. ji. Habitations, iii. 32. 
Canoes, iii. 34. 

lurnagain River^ a branch of Cook’s river, ii. 331. 
Turtlesy great quantities taken in Chriftmas ifland, ii. 
121. 

Two-headed Pointy named, ii. 342. 

u. 

Ulieteay arrival at, ii. 56. 

Vlietea and Otahuy a curious hiftory, ii. 75. 

V. 

Van Diemen^s Landy rendezvous appointed at, I. 48, 
Defcription, and natural hiftory of, by Mr. Aiiderfon, 
i. 56. Inhabitants of, defcribed, i. 56. They cut 
their arms and bodies in different diredlions, ib. 
Particular mode of ftanding, i, 37, Their habitations 
defcribed, ib. 

Venereal Difeafe introduced by the Englifti into the 
Friendly Iflands, i. 278. Precations againfl: import¬ 
ing it at Atooi, ii. 134. 

VoL. IV. No. 24. A a 
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VoJcdnOy on a mountain near Cook’s rivej, ii. 336. Re¬ 
markable eruption from, Iv. 10. 


W. 

M^atceoy difcovered, i. 105. Inhabitants come olF In 
their canoes, ib. They have no idea of traffic, ib. 
Came on board without any apprehenfions of danger, 
ib. Recite a folemn chant, i. 106. Give and receive 
prefents, ib. Are much afraid of the cows and horfes, 
of which they can form no conception, ib. They are 
unacquainted with all terreflrial animals but hogs and 
dogs, ib. Defcription of thefe iflanders, i. 107. Drefs, 
ib. Difpofition, i. 108. Omai gives the iflandets a dog, 
i. 109. Mr. Gore, Mr. Anderfon, Mr. Burney, and 
Omai go on fhore, i. iio. Their reception there, i. 

121 * The natives of an olive complexion, i. 112. Their 
limbs elegantly formed, i. 111. Females very beauti¬ 
ful, ib. Are of a thievilh difpolition, i. 114. Omai 
under apprehenfion of being roafted by them, 1. 115. 
Drefs of the inhabitants, i. 118. Omai meets three 
of his countrymen here, i. 122. Some account of 
them, ib. Defcription of the illand, i. 123. Their 
manners andcuftoms, ib. Sail for Wateeoo, i. 128. 

JVater^ perfeftly frefh up Cook’s river, ii. 329. 

Watman^ WUUam^ a feaman, died at Owhyhee, iii. 172.^ 
Some account of him, ib. Interred at the Moral, iii. 
173. Infcription on a board, ib. 

Weather^ fultry and rainy, between the latitude of 120, 
and North of 7^, i. 18. Remarkably tempelluous, ii. 
217, Intenfely cold up the country at Owhyhee, iii. 
271. 

JVeapons^^o{z at NootkaSound defcribed, ii. 263. Ufed 
by the inhabitants of Prince William’s Sound, ii. 306. 

Of 
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Of the Tfcutfki defcribed, iii. 29. None found 
among the Oonalafhkans. iii. iii.. Warlike ufed at 
the Sandwich Iflands, iii. 326. 

Webber^ Mr. a good delineator^ i. 4. 

JVhale^ a dead one, feen towing on ftiore by Afiatics, 
iii. 6l. 

Whales^ feveral feen, iv. 26. 

Wh'itfuniide Bay^ ii. 340. 

Woahoo^ one of the Sandwich ifles, north-eaft coaft of, 
defcribed, iii. 247* Its general defcription, iii. 280. 

Women^ tabooed, i. 301. Who came on board near 
Oonalaflika, feemed to have no other view than to 
tender their perfons, iii. 140. Very little refpedled 
by the Sandwich Iflanders, iii. 295. Often tabooed, 
or forbidden to eat certain articles, iii. 333. 

IVaody Pointy named, ii. 205. 

Y. 

Toiithy a, overfet, and taken on board. Some account 
of him, ii. 349. 
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